
Study Questions for The Best War Ever, 1st ed. 

Chapter 1: Mythmaking and the War 
What is the source of our images of World War II? How have these illusions damaged 
society? How did these views contrast with reality, as argued by Adams? 
What assumptions does Adams have about media, images, society, and war? 

Chapter 2: No Easy Answers 
What events lead to World War II? What made Japan, Italy and Germany into aggressors? 
Why didn’t the West respond sooner? How does Adams present national and international 
powers? 

Chapter 3: The Patterns of War, 1939-1945 
What really happened during World War II? What was the need for the various events of 
World War II such as the atom bomb, island hopping, D-Day, etc.? What were the main 
strategies of World War II? What role did destruction play on both sides? What role did 
technology play on both sides? What perspective does this chapter show? 

Chapter 4: The American War Machine 
What role did the U.S. play in World War II? How were minorities treated in the military? 
How did the American war machine work? What was the moral among troops? How was 
“the other” treated in the military? What is the gap between perceptions of the US and World 
War II and the reality, as argued by Adams, and what are the implications of this? 

Chapter 5: Overseas 
What caused men to break down? What did the soldiers in combat see? What were the 
horrors of combat in World War II? What happened to soldiers after war? What does it mean 
to be human?  

Chapter 6: Home Front Change 
How did World War II change the nation (and world)? What was the role of women in the 
workforce? How were teenagers changed? How did World War II help shape the formation 
of a modern consumer society? 

Chapter 7: A New World 
What were the long-term consequences of the war? What were the political consequences of 
World War II? How was racism justified in America, with regards to Nazi atrocities? How 
did veterans readjust to society? 


