
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS & SOCIAL SCIENCES
Spring 2015 Instructor: Pegoda,Andrew Joseph

HIST1378-20044 The U S Since 1877 

Section 1 Instructor

Relative Frequency Distribution of Response Section 
Statistics Dept. Statistics College Statistics

N Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree NA Mean Std. 
Dev. N Mean Std. 

Dev. N Mean Std. 
Dev.

1) The instructor provided a syllabus 
and reviewed course expectations at the 
beginning of the semester.

25 80.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.8 0.41 1311 4.62 0.67 19815 4.68 0.62

2) The instructor presented the course 
in a clear, logical and organized manner. 25 72.0 16.0 8.0 0.0 4.0 4.52 0.96 1311 4.41 0.89 19832 4.45 0.87

3) The instructor encouraged student 
participation, questions, and discussion 
as the class size allowed.

25 84.0 12.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 4.8 0.5 1295 4.44 0.86 19642 4.56 0.76

4) The instructor encouraged critical 
thinking and evaluation of ideas and 
evidence.

25 80.0 16.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 4.76 0.52 1315 4.46 0.85 19739 4.5 0.8

5) The instructor was well prepared for 
class. 25 80.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.8 0.41 1299 4.53 0.79 19582 4.52 0.79

6) Tests, examinations, projects, 
papers, or creative activities reflected 
materials emphasized in the course.

25 72.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 4.48 1.12 1316 4.47 0.84 19674 4.48 0.86

7) The grading practices were clear, 
consistently followed and fair. 24 66.7 25.0 0.0 4.2 4.2 4.46 1.02 1317 4.3 1.01 19712 4.4 0.93

8) The instructor evaluated exams, 
quizzes, papers or creative activities in a 
timely manner.

24 83.3 16.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.83 0.38 1306 4.35 0.94 19477 4.44 0.88

9) The teaching assistant was receptive 
to questions. 6 50.0 16.7 16.7 16.7 0.0 18 4 1.26 1029 4.42 0.86 11214 4.29 0.95

10) The teaching assistant was available 
for assistance to students. 7 42.9 42.9 14.3 0.0 0.0 17 4.29 0.76 1027 4.44 0.81 10997 4.25 0.98

Section 2 Common University-Wide Items

Relative Frequency Distribution of Response Section Statistics Dept. Statistics College Statistics

Outstanding Above 
Average Average Below 

Average Poor N Mean Std. 
Dev. N Mean Std. 

Dev. N Mean Std. 
Dev.

11) The overall teaching effectiveness of 
this instructor is 66.7 25.0 0.0 0.0 8.3 24 4.42 1.14 1350 4.21 0.98 19928 4.28 0.94

12) The overall quality of this course is 54.2 29.2 12.5 0.0 4.2 24 4.29 1 1344 4.12 1.01 19904 4.2 0.97

13) This instructors availability for 
individual assistance is 62.5 20.8 16.7 0.0 0.0 24 4.46 0.78 1348 4.1 0.99 19862 4.26 0.93

14) This instructors demonstration of 
respect for students is 62.5 29.2 4.2 0.0 4.2 24 4.46 0.93 1345 4.37 0.89 19852 4.48 0.83

Section 3 

Never Very Seldom Quarter of the time About half the time More than half the 
time

15) How often did the instructor come 
more than ten minutes late? 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Never Very Seldom Quarter of the time About half the time More than half the 
time
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16) How often did the instructor either 
cancel or not show up to teach? 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Section 4 Student Information

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Graduate Post 
Baccalaureate

17) Classification: 24.0 12.0 20.0 44.0 0.0 0.0

Required course Required, but would have 
taken it anyway Interest in the subject Other

18) Reason I enrolled in this course: 92.0 8.0 0.0 0.0

This department
Another department in the 
College of Liberal Arts and 

Social Sciences

Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics Other

19) My major is in: 8.0 24.0 20.0 48.0

Much less than in 
most courses I have 

taken

Somewhat less than 
in most courses I 

have taken

About the same as in 
most courses I have 

taken

Somewhat more than 
in most courses I 

have taken

Much more than in 
most course I have 

taken

20) Compared to other courses at the 
same level, the amount of work I did was: 0.0 4.0 28.0 32.0 36.0

More than half of the 
time About half of the time About a quarter of 

the time Only a few times Never

21) How often did you miss class? 0.0 4.0 0.0 64.0 32.0

<2.0 2.00 - 2.49 2.50 - 2.99 3.00 - 3.50 3.51 - 4.00

22) In what range does your current GPA 
fall? 12.5 4.2 12.5 45.8 25.0

Section 5 Distance Education

Relative Frequency Distribution of Response Section 
Statistics Dept. Statistics College 

Statistics
Distance 

Education

Strongly 
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

Disagree NA N Mean Std 
Dev N Mean Std 

Dev N Mean Std 
Dev N Mean Std 

Dev

23) Course Objectives were clearly 
indicated in the syllabus or somewhere 
online

76.2 19.1 4.8 0.0 0.0 4 21 4.71 0.56 173 4.64 0.61 3500 4.63 0.67 6925 4.57 0.71

24) The quizzes/tests and/or 
assignments were related to the 
lectures and course material

66.7 23.8 0.0 4.8 4.8 4 21 4.43 1.08 172 4.55 0.79 3486 4.53 0.79 6860 4.52 0.79

25) Grading criteria for this course was 
clear 57.1 33.3 0.0 4.8 4.8 4 21 4.33 1.06 172 4.32 0.95 3485 4.46 0.86 6885 4.45 0.86

26) The instructor or TA provided timely 
feedback and was available to discuss 
my progress

73.3 13.3 13.3 0.0 0.0 10 15 4.6 0.74 138 4.28 1 2923 4.3 0.98 5992 4.27 1.02

27) The technology used to deliver this 
course was helpful [beneficial] to 
learning the material

70.0 15.0 10.0 0.0 5.0 5 20 4.45 1.05 163 4.35 0.93 3394 4.37 0.93 6737 4.35 0.93

28) Technical assistance was available 
when I needed it 60.0 13.3 13.3 6.7 6.7 10 15 4.13 1.3 119 4.28 0.96 2799 4.29 0.94 5734 4.29 0.94

Section 6 Students' Comments 

What, specifically, were the strengths of the class?

1) Very involved. If you participate it's easy to learn and easy to pass.

2) The range of material available to study. Not only did it make the class more interesting, but it made it 
easier to grasp and comprehend the material taught. 

3) The level of participation in the class. The professor used a lot of music, pictures, videos to demonstrate 
examples of history.

4) The instructor always encouraged student participation. He never made us shut up if we were going back 
and forth with ideas or opinions. He was very open and always happy to teach.

5) It was clearly planned and you get the grade you worked to earn. 

6) The different teaching methods through songs, movies, books, art etc.
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7) I enjoyed the open response format for questions. I enjoyed that the process for learning was not based 
on dates and events but overall concepts based on order of events.

8) The instructor is always well-prepared for the class and he really cares a lot about student success. He 
tried his best helping students, and all the materials covered are easy to understand and interesting.

9) The syllabus was very organized and everything was spelled out clearly.

10) The lectures were intriguing 

11) Professor Pegoda is not a boring teacher to listen to, so attention is easy to maintain in class. He explains 
things clearly and encourages questions. 

12) The teacher is incredibly dedicated to the success of the students. The teacher was very organized and 
had many little clips and pictures prepared to keep variety in the lessons which helped me to stay more 
focused. 

13) He was well prepared and covered a lot of material in class. My complaint was the material he covered. 

14) I like that he tried to focus more on just historical facts, he showed us art and reactions to events that 
happened and didn't just read us facts

15) Interest

16) Good teaching style, logical presentation, good class participation.

17) Open dialogue, encourages students to pay attention rather than play with phones
How could the instructor improve the course?

1) Make it not on Saturday, and not for 3 hours.

2) Perhaps give group assignments out of class. The interaction between peers in this type of class is 
imperative for the students to see things differently than what they have always seen them as.

3) On assignments that are due on Friday, a midnight deadline would be a little more helpful because some 
of the students work. 

4) There really is nothing to improve, everything is already so great.

5) Maybe a little less reading material. 

6) Rather than us have several things do at one time, allow us the chance to focus and do well on one 
particular thing per due date...for example, we had a quiz on the same day as the midterm exam

7) I feel there is too much work for this class. Sometimes 6+ of studying and preparing for weekly 
assignments for a freshmen level course is excessive.

8) Although this instructor gives more homework than other professors, but personally I feel all the 
assignments assists to a better understanding to the course so nothing to complaint.

9) Be more consistent with grading and answer questions rather than telling us to read the syllabus again.

10) None

11) Learnsmarts were pointless, I already paid a lot for this course and we didn't need to cough up an extra 
$80 for the Learnsmarts were never necessary. Also the two books we had to review, I felt like I was in 
English/Literature class and were not necessary to understand history. I would have been ok with one book, 
but not two. 

12) Cut down the amount of reading with the weekly packets. Stick to the "roughly 20 pages" that the 
syllabus claims the packets have. 

13) American History from 1877 to present covers a lot of historical and iconic events. Pegoda ONLY focused 
on the negative aspects of minorities - specifically Black Americans; and I mean EVERY conceivable negative, 
dark, depressing event that affected Black Americans. Sure, we all are aware of slavery, racism, MLK and the 
KKK, but I didn't understand the point of such focus. At times, it was VERY uncomfortable - especially for the 
African American students in the class. If he wanted to make the class about African American studies, why 
didn't he focus on the great achievements of some of the notable African American scholars, Educators, Black 
Colleges, writers, inventors and Statesmen? One recent assignment was to write 700 words on a make-
believe game show wherein the student had to select one of several roles opposite the ethnicity of the 
student, i.e. rich white man, white woman, immigrant, Indian, Black Man. Now, after 10 weeks of focusing on 
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the struggles and racism that Black Americans suffered for the past 100yrs, how do you think the African 
American students, or ANY student for that matter, would feel about being Black!!? Was the point of the 
assignment to create some sort illustration about how bad it is to be Black in America; and be glad that 
you're not Black? And if you are Black, oh well, too bad looks like you're screwed. I thought the assignment 
was pathetic and pointless; and though I completed my assignment, I made it a point to tell Pegoda my 
feelings. He gave me a grade of C-. And that another thing: if you completed the assignment accordingly, he 
graded you a C. His definition of A work is above and beyond the assignment - which then makes grading an 
assignment completely subjective. I liken it to "2+2=4 is A work," and ONLY 2+2=4 is A work, regardless of 
the fact that 3+1=4, and 5-1=4, and 1+1+1+1 ALL equal 4, it'll never be A work; he may give you a B or C. 
Without question the WORST teacher or Professor I've ever had - and I'm one of the older students in the 
class; and I've been to three universities in CA and now UofH in TX. 

14) None it's a well done course

15) No comment

16) I think the opinions we are supposed to draw about history were "guided". At times, it felt like people 
who offered a different opinion were shot down.

17) ??
Would you recommend this instructor to other students? Why?

1) Yes. He's good.

2) Yes, because he is fair, polite, respectful, interesting, and engaging as an instructor. I find learning 
enjoyable in the class because he does everything he can to make it a good experience. 

3) Yes I would because the professor knows what he's teaching and the tools that he uses to teach make it 
easy to understand the concepts and topics

4) Absolutely; he loves to teach and you can see that. This course may be a bit challenging, but he's not 
giving us the workload to kill us. He genuinely wants us to succeed.

5) Yes, it's very enlightening. It's good to see another side of US history. 

6) yes, because he is passionate about history and teaching and on top of answering any questions you may 
have

7) Yes and No. Because of the workload, no. Because of the type of work and structure, yes.

8) Of course. This instructor knows what he is talking about and he cares a lot about his students. 

9) Yes. He keeps the class interesting 

10) Yes

11) I would recommend this instructor more to students who like working in groups. Generally yes I would 
recommend him. 

12) i would recommend this class to students who enjoy spending their time reading. there was so much 
reading assigned outside of class that it interfered with other homework assignments. 

13) I would if they have a desire to learn a lot and have the time to dedicate to the workload. 

14) NEVER. Why? Read the above.

15) Yes definitely it's a little bit more work than other freshman history classes but he definitely gets them 
ready for what's to come later in college. I can say that as a senior

16) Yes. Entertaining class

17) Yes because there is a lot of good things that came out of this class, at least for me. I learned a lot of 
things about our country and our culture that I did not know before.

18) Yes, he researches and understands his material; doesn't just drone on and on reading from a textbook
What other comments and suggestions would you like to make about the instructor or the course?

1) None
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2) I will not be taking anymore history courses because of my degree plan, but I wish that I were so that I 
could take another class with Mr. Pegoda. It is rare to find an instructor that cares enough to make the class 
interesting and to help students when they genuinely need it. 

3) This is the best history class I've had since middle school.

4) None in particular. 

5) He is a really awesome professor!! I hope he will complete his doctor degree soon!!

6) He's really nice but should be more available to questions ,

7) None

8) No comment

9) He's an effective teacher, much better than other history professor's I've had. Very enjoyable class, I 
actually take something away from each class, rather than running away trying to salvage my sanity.
Additional Comments (for Distance Education Course ONLY)

1) None

2) My hand itches, and there's a bird somewhere outside. That is all.
Mean= 5 point scale, higher scores desirable
N, Mean=The college statistic data for items 11 through 14 include Distance Education. 
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