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“What are you going to do? Are you going to be a passive recipient of education, or are you going to become an 

active owner of your education?” 

 

History 1376: United States History to 1877 – Lab 

University of Houston, Fall 2013 

 

Instructor: Andrew Joseph Pegoda, A.B.D., M.A., B.A., A.A.  

Email: ajpegoda[at]uh.edu Website: http://andrewpegoda.com Twitter: @pegodaaj  

Office: AH450 Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30-11:00, by appt Tu/Th until 4  pm 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

United States History to 1877 – Lab explores the cultural, economic, political, and social 

formation of the United States from pre-contact until the Civil War. Specifically, through 

primary source readings, written assignments, and discussions, students will engage with the 

course material. As this is a discussion-based course, students must come to the discussion 

section prepared and with the appropriate materials. Extensive research shows that students 

perform better and learn much more when given the hands-on opportunity provided in these labs.  

 

REQUIRED READINGS AND SUPPLIES: 

-Wheeler, Becker, and Glover, Discovering the American Past: A Look at the Evidence  

-Davidson, U.S.: A Narrative History  

-paper and blue or black pens for notes and in-class work 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Students are required to attend class and participate. College instructors expect students to spend 

two-to-three hours outside of class for every hour in class. This means students must devote 

approximately 9-to-12 hours per week to this course. It is vital that students take time to read 

carefully and deeply. 15% of a student’s grade in History 1376 comes from this lab class.  

 

**Quizzes (50%): Students will have a quiz at the beginning of every class. These will require a 

written response. These will be completed during the first five minutes of class only. Quizzes 

will be over reading assignments. These questions are not designed to be difficult. Rather, they 

will greatly help students learn the material and excel. There is NO late work/make up work. One 

quiz grade will be dropped.   

 

**Participation (50%): Students will earn their participation grade according to their 1) 

informed contributions to classroom discussions and exercises, 2) level of engagement/listening 

skills, 3) behavior, 4) preparation for class, 5) communication with the instructor, and 6) 

performance on in-class work. 

 

**Attendance: ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY!! Students are expected to attend every 

class, to arrive on time, and to remain the entire period. Students must attend the section for 

which they are enrolled. Students who miss class are responsible for any and all material 

covered. In college there is no such thing as an “excused absence.” Students who are asked to 

leave class, who leave early/arrive late, who are not participating (such as laying their head on 

the desk, texting, etc.) will be marked absent. If a student stops attending and needs to drop the 

course for whatever reason, it is his/her responsibility. 

 

http://andrewpegoda.com/
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Students who miss 1 class will have 10 points deducted from their final grade for the lab portion, 

students who miss 2 classes will have 20 points deducted from their final grade for the lab 

portion, and students who miss 3 or more discussion labs will receive a ZERO for the lab 

portion. There are NO exceptions to these rules.  

 

GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN WORK: 

In-class assignments must be completed in regular blue or black ink – any other work will not be 

graded. In-class work must also follow normal guidelines of Standard English – this includes 

complete sentences and legible handwriting.   

 

TIPS FOR READING SUCCESSFULLY: 

Start early. Before coming to class each week, students must prepare. Students need to read the 

Davidson textbook and the DTAP book. Discussion labs will primarily focus on the DTAP book. 

Students need to start each week’s DTAP reading early enough to fully digest what the 

documents are trying to say. If possible, students should read the documents twice and take notes 

(i.e., annotate) while reading. In addition to the questions in the reader, students should consider 

the following points as they study the documents each week: 1) identify where, when, and by 

whom/for whom it was originally produced, 2) describe and evaluate at least three important 

points and the main argument, 3) analyze its various meanings to different people or groups, 4) 

compare/contrast it with other assigned documents, 5) explain why it is important (i.e., context 

and significance) and to whom, 6) consider how time and space have provided different 

perspectives, 7) state a reaction to the document, 8) pull out one sentence (or so) that is 

especially effective from the document and explain why the sentence was selected, and 9) 

develop a question you have about the document and a question to ask others.  

 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT and OBJECTIONABLE MATERIAL WARNING: 

A student’s enrollment acknowledges that he/she intends to learn. To that extent, certain 

behaviors that would impede this process will not be permitted. These include, but are not 

limited to, reading newspapers or books, text-messaging, surfing the web, answering cell phones, 

talking out of turn, etc. If a student is not sure what is appropriate, he/she should ask. Students 

are responsible for knowing and following common sense rules of behavior. The instructor is 

committed to creating and maintaining an open and productive intellectually engaging learning 

environment. Students should also be mindful that they will encounter diverse opinions and 

perspectives, including some that might be offensive or disturbing. It is vital that these be 

discussed, but in a respectful, open-minded way. Rude or disruptive students will be instructed to 

leave the classroom – this is college, warnings will not be issued. 

 

DISCLAIMER and FINAL WORDS: 

The course instructor reserves the right to make changes to any part of the course requirements, 

policies, deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of any and all 

changes. Furthermore, students are responsible for knowing any and all information whether 

presented in class, online, through a discussion, lecture, video, etc, whether the student was 

present in class or not. The instructor assigns grades solely based on performance, not effort or 

anything else. If a student anticipates any difficulty meeting course requirements or deadlines, 

he/she should contact the instructor well in advance. If an emergency should happen, 
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documentation is required, and the instructor will be more than happy to help the student 

complete the course successfully. Finally, policies and notices in Professor Hopkins’s syllabus 

for the lecture portion of this class including but not limited to academic honesty, 

accommodations, etc. fully apply in the lab portion, too.  

 

TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR: 

 

Week one, 8/27 or 8/29: Syllabus, Introductions, & Expectations. 

 

Week two, 9/3 or 9/5: DTAP Chapter 1, A History Mystery: What Happened at Roanoke? 

 

Week three, 9/10 or 9/12: DTAP Chapter 2, The Threat of Anne Hutchinson. 

 

Week four, 9/17 or 9/19: To be announced. 

 

Week five, 9/24 or 9/26: DTAP Chapter 3, Colonies, Commerce, and Empire: The British 

Plantation System in the Chesapeake and Caribbean. 

 

Week six, 10/1 or 10/3: DTAP Chapter 4, What Really Happened in the Boston Massacre? The 

Trial of Captain Thomas Preston. 

 

Week seven, 10/8 or 10/10: To be announced. 

 

Week eight, 10/15 or 10/17: No Lab class. 

 

Week nine, 10/22 or 10/24: Readings to be announced. Limits of the American Revolution. 

 

Week ten, 10/29 or 10/31: DTAP Chapter 5, The Evolution of American Citizenship: The 

Louisiana Purchase, 1803-1812. 

 

Week eleven, 11/5 or 11/7: DTAP Chapter 6, Church, State, and Democracy: The Sunday Mail 

Controversy, 1827-1931 AND DTAP Chapter 8, Women’s Equality. 

 

Week twelve, 11/12 or 11/14: DTAP, Chapter 7, Land, Growth, and Justice: The Removal of 

the Cherokees. 

 

Week thirteen, 11/19 or 11/21: DTAP Chapter 9, The “Peculiar Institution”: Slaves Tell Their 

Own Stories. 

 

Week fourteen, 11/26 or 11/28: No Lab Class. 

 

Week fifteen, 12/3 or 12/5: DTAP Chapter 10, Civil Liberties in a Time of War: The Case of 

Clement Vallandigham. 



 

Chapter One Quiz 

Tue Class 

What do the readings tell us about how Europeans viewed their power and responsibility?  

 

Considering the images: What do the differences between the depictions of Europeans and 

Indians suggest?  

 

What role did propaganda play in the English effort to colonize the Americas?  

 

Thur Class 

What do the readings tell us about how Europeans viewed the so-called New World and its 

Native American inhabitants?  

 

What made life in the so-called New World more complicated than first impressions made it 

seem? 

 

What was happening in the context of European politics during the 1500s? 

 

 

Chapter Two Quiz 

Tue Class 

Was Anne Hutchinson’s trial more about upholding the Massachusetts Bay colony’s religious 

mores (or beliefs) or gender mores or something else? Explain your position. 

 

What potential problems or concerns (if any) did you see in the trial? Consider the way 

Hutchinson and the governor delivered their position.  

 

Today separation of church and state is promoted as a prime achievement and practice in the 

United States. Is this really the case? Consider how society has changed or hasn’t changed in 

terms of religious freedom since Hutchinson’s banishment in 1638.  

 

Thur Class 

Who had more credibility (that is, who was more believable and logical) in the trial: Anne 

Hutchinson or the governor and his allies? Explain your position 

 

According to the text, what was the nature of Massachusetts Bay colony’s religious and gender 

mores (that is beliefs)?  

 

Today legal equality between men and women is concerned a great achievement and an example 

of why democracy is so important. Have conditions for women really improved? Consider how 

society has or maybe hasn’t changed that much since Hutchinson’s trial.  

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter Three Quiz 

Tue Class 

What factors contributed to on-going change in the Chesapeake and Caribbean? What was most 

significant for its economic success? 

 

In terms of methodology, that is how we study and analyze them, compare and contrast the type 

of source used this week compared to other weeks.  

 

According to the background section in your chapter, how was Barbados similar to the 

Chesapeake?    

 

Thur Class 

What factors resulted in progress in the Chesapeake and Caribbean? In decline? What was most 

significant?  

 

In terms of methodology, that is how we study and analyze them, compare and contrast the type 

of source used this week compared to other weeks.  

 

According to the background section in your chapter, how was Barbados different than the 

Chesapeake?  

 

What cashcrop was successful in the Caribbean?  

 

 

Chapter Four Quiz 

Tue Class 

What is the historically significant background information leading up to the major event 

discussed in Chapter 4? 

 

What kind of evidence was provided? Compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses to this 

approach. Consider those specifically discussed in the chapter and those you discovered while 

reading and studying. 

 

What differences are there between the overall message of the king’s witnesses and Preston’s? 

What factors determined who could be a witness?  

 

 

Chapter Four Quiz 

Thur Class 

What happened that is historically significant after the major event discussed in Chapter 4? 

Consider the individuals involved and the larger event.     

 

What methods were used this week? What weaknesses are there to this approach and this type of 

source(s)? Consider those specifically discussed in the chapter and those you discovered while 

reading and studying. 



 

Compare and contrast the overall message from witnesses for the king and witnesses for Preston. 

Which side was more credible and why?  

 

 

Chapter Five Quiz 

Tue Class 

How and why is the Louisiana Purchase more complicated than typically realized?  

 

Why was representative government in Louisiana thought to be dangerous by some? 

 

What kind of evidence did you read this week?  

  

Thur Class 

What issues made the Louisiana Purchase so complicated and full of lasting implications, and 

why? 

 

Why was the land included in the Louisiana Purchase so vital and worrisome? 

 

What kind of evidence did you read this week?  

 

 

Chapter Six and Eight Quiz 

Tue Class 

Discuss the role did religion, specifically Protestant Christianity, played in determining the look 

of the nation and opportunities available to individuals in the 1800s, as discussed in the two 

chapters from DATP due today (focus on the major themes of these chapters). Be sure to 

demonstrate you have deeply-read the two chapters. As always, please use complete sentences 

and write your name at the top. 

 

What prompted first wave feminism? 

 

How did the Great Awakening influence the institution of slavery in the 19th century?  

 

Thur Class 

What were the readings assigned for lab this week about? Please give some detail, including at 

least two or three specific examples.  

 

Who did Elizabeth Cady Stanton draft? What did this document say? 

 

What was the petition you read seeking?    

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter Seven Quiz 

Tue/Thur Class 

Briefly name a few of the reasons given in the documents for both why the Cherokee should be 

moved and reasons why they should be allowed to stay.    

 

 

Chapter Nine Quiz 

Tue/Thur Class 

How did enslavement change from the colonial era to the antebellum era? Give at least two 

specific examples.  

 

What united all individuals racialized as White?  

 

What types of evidence did you read this in this week’s chapter?  

 

What does this evidence tell us about how enslaved people resisted their enslavers? Give at least 

two specific examples.  
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