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HISTORY 2301-01 (3979) 

Texas History 
Fall 2014, Tuesdays/Thursdays 11:00 am - 12:20 pm, Liberal Arts Building G175 

Professor Andrew Joseph Pegoda 
 

History is a tale told about the past in the present for present purposes. 
 

The past is never dead. It’s not even the past. 
 

 
 

I have said that Texas is a state of mind, but I think it is more than that. It is a mystique closely 
approximating a religion. And this is true to the extent that people either passionately love Texas or 

passionately hate it and, as in other religions, few people dare to inspect it for fear of losing their bearings in 
mystery or paradox. But I think there will be little quarrel with my feeling that Texas is one thing. For all 

its enormous range of space, climate, and physical appearance, and for all the internal squabbles, 
contentions, and strivings, Texas has a tight cohesiveness perhaps stronger than any other section of 
America. Rich, poor, Panhandle, Gulf, city, country, Texas is the obsession, the proper study and the 

passionate possession of all Texans. 
 

Email: ajpegoda[at]uh[dot]edu Personal Professional Website: http://andrewpegoda.com  
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pegodastudentpage 
Office: G100 Office Hours: Tues./Thur. 10:00-11:00 am, by email, and by appointment    
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Texas History provides an across-the-discipline survey of important and interesting events, 
peoples, and ideas in the cultural, economic, political, and social development of the 
geopolitical area called “Texas” from the “beginning of time” to the present. This course is an 
exploration of questions and perspectives. As a survey, it is highly selective, by necessity. In 
this section, we will learn about Texas with a special eye on the borderlands; unfreedom, 
freedom, and degrees of freedom; and historical memory as presented in cultural outlets, 
including film, music, photography, and literature. In addition, this course provides an 
overview of and emphasis on basic Historical Methods, including instruction in primary and 
secondary sources. History is much more than a collection of “facts” to be memorized (and 
forgotten). History is one framework which helps explain where we have been and where we 
are going. Class time will be used for interactive lessons and to explore topics beyond the 
scope of the readings, so students must come prepared to explore new topics, to analyze 
written documents and cultural artifacts, and to actively participate with an open-mind.  
 
OBJECTIONABLE MATERIAL WARNING/WHAT TO EXPECT IN THIS CLASS: 
College classrooms are unique places where diverse ideas, opinions, and perspectives are 
welcomed and should be shared—respectfully. Anything is fair game in a college course. 
Additionally, professors (and students) have the academic freedom to discuss anything they 
desire within the bounds of common decency and good taste, as related to Texas or History. 
Thus, although under recognized, the story of Texas is sometimes tragic but always more 
complex than mythology suggests. Lectures, documents, quotations, images, songs, and 
videos, etc., will frequently provoke very strong feelings, as they should. It is vital that these 
be discussed but in a respectful, open-minded way. Our reactions to these topics will vary by 
age, experience, and interest. The professor is committed to creating and maintaining an open 
and productive intellectually engaging learning environment. Rude or disruptive students will 
be instructed to leave the classroom—warnings will not be issued.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1) We will explore how Texas interacts with other geopolitical areas.   
2) We will explore the interplay of freedom and unfreedom with an emphasis on 

individuals racialized as non-White or genderized as female and how these mores 
intersect with notions of Whiteness.  

3) We will analyze written documents and cultural artifacts from periods under study in 
order to understand how people responded to hopes and fears.  

4) We will analyze secondary sources to understand how History is constructed.  
5) We will explore the relationship between eras in terms of how issues change or don’t 

change and how perception differs from “reality” based on evidence. 
6) We will learn to ask informed, insightful, productive questions.  

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
By the end of this semester, through reading and writing assignments, cultural artifacts, 
lectures, and discussions, students will have increased their written and oral communication 
and critical thinking abilities. Additionally, students will have honed the ability to recognize 1) 
the importance of supporting “facts” based by evidence, 2) on-going dialogues between past 
and present, and 3) multiple perspectives and how these vary by time and place. Most 
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importantly, as the goal is in any Liberal Arts course, students will be more enlightened, well-
rounded individuals, with a desire to learn and ask questions.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS (to be brought to class on appropriate days): 

1) Randolph B. Campbell, Gone to Texas: A History of The Lone Star State 
2) Brian D. Behnken, Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African 

Americans, and the Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas 
3) Gregg Cantrell and Elizabeth Hayes Turner, eds., Lone Star Pasts: Memory and 

History in Texas 
4) Weekly Packets  

**Students also need a good stapler for weekly packets and assignments, Bluebooks from the 
campus bookstore for major exams, and additional resources for the semester project.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
Students are required to read all material, complete all assignments, and attend all classes. 
Professors expect students to study 2-3 hours outside of class for every 1 hour in class. 
Therefore, students should be aware that reading and writing outside of class for 
approximately 9 hours every-single-week is essential. (NOTE: some weeks have more work, 
some less, so it is the student’s responsibility to work and plan ahead as necessary.) 
Requirements are designed to provide low-risk opportunities, as to optimize opportunities for 
student success and learning.  
 
The breakdown of course requirements is as follows: 
30%—Quizzes   Every Class 
10%—Midterm Exam  October 16 
15%—Monograph Analysis  November 12 
20%—Semester Project  December 1 
15%—Final Exam   December 11 
10%—Participation   Every Class 
 
The grading scale is as follows:
90-100, A 
80-80, B  

70-79, C  
60-69, D 

Below 60 or for academic 
dishonesty, F

The professor assigns grades solely based on performance, not effort or anything else. A 
general grading rubric is available on Blackboard. Students must wait 24 hours before asking 
questions about returned work. Grades are final unless a clerical error has been made. There 
will not be any opportunities for extra credit beyond those stated in this syllabus. Incompletes 
are only considered for students with extreme, documented emergencies, who have been 
passing and are unable to complete the course through no fault of his/her own doing.  
 
**Quizzes: Quizzes, starting promptly at 11:00 and ending at 11:10, will be given (almost) 
every class. Quizzes have broad questions covering important themes from the previous class, 
assigned readings due, and/or comprehensive questions. Thoughtful written responses are 
required. Questions are not difficult for those who come prepared. They should help students 
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learn and excel. The professor reserves the right to assign additional quizzes. Under no 
circumstance will any late or makeup quizzes be given. Two of these grades will be dropped.  
 
**Exams: The midterm and final will be in the form of in-class written exams. Students will 
need to purchase Bluebooks from the bookstore. The midterm exam will last 80 minutes and 
the cumulative final 120 minutes. Students must show mastery of who, what, when, where, 
how, why, historical significance, context, and background from both in- and out-of-class 
material. Change over time and historical significance are most important. Possible questions 
are posted on Blackboard—students should begin preparing immediately.  
 
**Monograph analysis: Students will write a 4-6 page paper analyzing Fighting Their Own 
Battles. Specific guidelines are on Blackboard.  
 
**Semester project: Students will select a number of small projects to complete related to the 
study of Texas. The project will result in a paper of at least 6 pages and a 10 minute 
presentation to the class at the end of the semester. Specific guidelines are on Blackboard.  
 
**Participation: Enrollment in this course acknowledges the intent to learn; therefore, 
students are required to attend every class, arrive on time, remain the entire period, and 
actively participate. There are no “excused absences” in college. Students who miss class are 
responsible for all material covered. In addition to attending class, active participation is 
required and includes attentiveness, behavior, performance on miscellaneous in-class work, 
and informed contributions to in-class and online discussions. Behaviors that would impede 
this process are prohibited, such as text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering cell phones, 
talking out of turn, etc. Students are responsible for knowing and following common sense. 
Students who are asked to leave, who arrive late or leave early, who refuse to participate, or 
who misbehave will be marked absent (there are no partial absences). Participation grades 
will be calculated according to the following: We have 29 regular lecture periods, students will 
earn up to 2 points per class for which they attend and participate for a total of 58; we will 
have 5 required discussions using Facebook for a total of 25; the last 17 points will be based 
on being more than a “face in the crowd”—students who earn these points will participate in 
optional discussions, will share links on Facebook, will communicate with the professor, will 
actively participate during class, etc. HOWEVER, students who miss more than four 
classes (for mental or physical absences) will receive an automatic zero for participation. 
 
**Extra Credit: Students may earn extra credit by writing a four-to-six page monograph 
analysis covering an approved academic monograph, memoir, or novel. Students may write a 
total of two reviews for extra credit, each worth up to five percent bonus points added to the 
course average. Prior approval is required. Students who do not complete the midterm and 
final, the monograph analysis, the semester project, and at least seventy percent of quizzes are 
not eligible. In other words, extra credit may not be used to skip basic course requirements.   
 
Suggested works for extra credit include: 

1) Naomi Mitchell Carrier, “Go Down Old Hannah”: The Living History of African American 
Texans 

2) Carlos Fuentes, The Buried Mirror: Reflections on Spain and the New World  
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3) Cynthia E. Orozco, No Mexicans, Women, or Dogs Allowed: The Rise of the Mexican American 
Civil Rights Movement  

4) Matthew Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest  
5) Randy Roberts and James S. Olson, A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood and Memory 
6) Mary Romero, Maid in the USA 
7) John. W. Storey and Mary L. Kelley, eds., Twentieth-Century Texas: A Social and 

Cultural History  
 

 
“What are you going to do? Are you going to be a passive recipient of education, or are you going to become 

an active owner of your education?” 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IN-CLASS WORK: 
In-class assignments must be completed in regular blue or black ink – any other work will 
not be graded—it is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s eyes. Work submitted without a 
(clearly written) full name will also not be graded. In-class work must also follow normal 
guidelines of Standard English—this includes complete sentences and legible handwriting.  
 
GUIDELINES FOR OUT-OF-CLASS WORK: 
Out-of-class writing assignments must be typed in Times New Roman size 12 with one-inch 
margins on all four sides and double-spaced. For all out-of-class assignments, spelling, 
grammar, and format count—please use Academic English (this means NOT using first 
person, text-message language, contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to 
make more mistakes on grammar than on content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments 
must be submitted online for plagiarism detection in Blackboard. Work is only considered 
“submitted” when it is submitted both online and face-to-face. Additionally, students must 
bring a hardcopy to class with the turn-it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge 
attached—all pages must be stapled—before anything will be graded.   
 
LATE WORK POLICY: 
NO LATE WORK! NO MAKEUP WORK! No exceptions. No excuses. Students 
legitimately needing more time for any reason or who have conflicts with important dates 
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should notify the professor by email in advance. Exceptions, of course, will be considered for 
legitimate, documented emergencies in cases where the student is passing the class.  
 
COMMUNICATION AND ONLINE REQUIREMENTS: 
Students can access grades, important images and terms, and assignments on Blackboard. 
Students are required to follow the course Facebook page and check it regularly. Facebook 
will be used for discussions, announcements, reminders, and quiz preview questions. Students 
are strongly encouraged to post questions and comments. The professor will also regularly 
send communication by email. Students should check the email account for which they have 
specified as their “destination” address daily. Emails will be answered within 24 hours.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  
Students at Alvin Community College are members of an institution dedicated to the pursuit 
of knowledge through a formalized program of instruction and learning. At the heart of this 
endeavor, lie the core values of academic integrity, which include honesty, truth, and freedom 
from lies and fraud. Because personal integrity is important in all aspects of life, students at 
Alvin Community College are expected to conduct themselves with honesty and integrity both 
in and out of the classroom. Incidents of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and 
students guilty of such conduct are subject to severe disciplinary measures. Specifically, for 
out-of-class assignments, students are prohibited from using outside sources or each other. 
During in-class quizzes and exams, students are not permitted to use notes, books, each other, 
etc. Cell phones, notes, and books must be out of sight, and there should be no talking. For all 
assignments, except for in-class group work, students MUST work INDEPENDENTLY. 
Students who cheat or plagiarize will be punished. Cheating or plagiarizing on one quiz will 
result in a zero for all quizzes; cheating or plagiarizing on two will result in an automatic 
“F” for the class. Cheating or plagiarizing on an exam or out-of-class writing assignment 
will result in an automatic “F” for the class. NO EXCEPTIONS. Additionally, all 
violations of academic honesty will be reported to college authorities. Students who have 
questions should ask. Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as 
rules of common sense. Students who stay on top of their studying, ask good questions, work 
ahead, and complete assignments as instructed should have no problem.  
 
RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES:  
ACC complies with ADA and 504 Federal guidelines by affording equal access to individuals 
who are seeking an education. Students who have a disability and would like classroom 
accommodations must register with the Office of Disability Services. Students must present 
documentation to the professor regarding the requested accommodations during the first 
week of class or as soon as a disability arise. Professors are not able to provide 
accommodations until the proper process has been followed. Contact Eileen Cross, (281) 756-
3433 or ecross@alvincollege.edu. 
 
BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION TEAM (BIT) – LETTING SOMEONE KNOW: 
The Behavioral Intervention Team (BIT) at Alvin Community College is committed to 
improving community safety through a proactive, collaborative, coordinated, objective and 
thoughtful approach to the prevention, identification, assessment, intervention and 
management of situations that pose, or may reasonably pose, a threat to the safety and well-
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being to the campus community. College faculty, staff, students and community members may 
communicate concerns to the BIT by email, BIT@alvincollege.edu or through an electronic 
reporting option located on the BIT page of the college website, http://www.alvincollege.edu. 
 
SUPPORT INFORMATION:   
1. MyBlackboard -Any technical problems or issues should be directed to the Distance 
Education Department at de@alvincollege.edu. Include your first and last name, student ID 
number, and a description of the problem. 2. WEBACCESS, Passwords or Computer Labs- 
contact the IT Help Desk at 281-756-3544. Additional Support: 1. Computers are available 
for use by all registered ACC students in many of the 23 ACC/PCC computer labs, including 
the Cyber Lab, room A-173. Cyber Lab hours are: Mon-Thurs. 8:00am-8:00pm, Friday 
8:00am-5:00pm, and Sunday 4:00pm-8:00pm. Call 281-756-3544 for more information about 
all ACC computer labs. 2. The ACC Library website: http://www.alvincollege.edu/library 3. 
The ACC Learning Lab and Writing Center, A-235, is for tutoring, exams, and additional 
computer access: http://www.alvincollege.edu/resources/learning_lab  
 
VERY IMPORTANT TIPS FOR BEING SUCCESSFUL: 
This is not designed to be a difficult course. Students who attend class, take notes, participate, 
read the required readings, and who study actively and deeply, will have no problem earning 
a high grade. Starting early is the number one key to being successful. Students are 
encouraged to form study groups. The professor is available to students for any questions or 
concerns about the subject material, including reviewing drafts of assignments. Welcome!  
 
COPYRIGHT PROTECTION: 
© Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-2014. All copyright protections reserved for all original 
material presented in this course. Unless otherwise noted, all materials are the intellectual 
property of the professor and are copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from being paid for 
taking, selling, or otherwise transferring for value, class notes or other information made 
during this course to any entity. In addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of 
these prohibitions may be subject to disciplinary action from the administration.  
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TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR: 
Please remember: class time will be used for discussion of primary sources and secondary 
articles and to explore more specific topics and broader context(s) than the textbook provides. 
**BCTC= Before Coming To Class 
 

WEEK ONE: WELCOME 
8/26: Syllabus, Expectations, and 
Introduction to Myths 
 

8/28: What is (Texas) History? When does 
Texas History begin? 
BCTC: Weekly Packet #1 
 

WEEK TWO & THREE: ATLANTIC WORLDS AND BORDERLANDS 
9/2: The Worlds Collide  
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 1 and 2  
 
9/4: Texas Indians and European Responses 
BCTC: Weekly Packet #2 
 

9/9: Texas as a Battleground 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 3, 4, and 5 
 
9/11: Nation and Race in Mexican Texas 
BCTC: Weekly Packet #3 

WEEK FOUR, FIVE, & SIX: HOW REVOLUTIONARY WAS THE TEXAS REVOLUTION? 
9/16: Blacks from Africa to Texas 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 6; Weekly Packet #4; 
Online Discussion #1 
 
9/18: Women and Revolutionary Texas 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 7; Sem. Project Topics 
 
9/23: (Re)Creating the Republic of Texas 
BCTC: Cantrell Ch. 2 and 10;  

9/25: Manifest Destiny  
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 8; Weekly Packet #5 
 
9/30: Antebellum Slave Societies 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 9 
 
10/2: Enslaved Voices 
BCTC: Weekly Packet #6

 
WEEK SEVEN & EIGHT: THE CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION 

10/7: The Coming of the Civil War  
BCTC: Weekly Packet #7; Online 
Discussion #2 
 
10/9: Blacks in the 1860s and 1870s 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 10 and 11; Sem. Project 
One Project 
 

10/14: Enslavement, Texas, and Historical 
Memory 
BCTC: Cantrell Ch. 4 and 6; Weekly Packet 
#8 
 
10/16: **MIDTERM EXAM**  
 

WEEK NINE & TEN: THE GILDED AGE AND PROGRESSIVE ERA 
10/21: The Culture of Segregation  
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 12, 13, and 14; Watch 
Birth of Texas; Weekly Packet #9 
 
10/23: The Culture of Segregation (cont.) 
BCTC: Cantrell Ch. 3 and 5 
 

10/28: The Second Industrial Revolution  
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 15; Begin Behnken 
 
10/30: The Second Industrial Revolution 
(cont.)  
BCTC: Cont. Behnken; Weekly Packet #10 
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WEEK ELEVEN & TWELVE: WAR AND CIVIL RIGHTS  
11/4: Depression, War, and Consequences 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 16; Cont. Behnken; 
Weekly Packet #11; Holocaust Podcast; 
Online Discussion #3 
 
11/6: Civil Rights Revolution in Houston 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 17; Finish Behnken; 
Sem Project Two Projects 
 

11/11: The Civil Rights Revolution: 
Research and Memory 
BCTC: Cantrell Ch. 7 and 8; Online 
Discussion #4 
 
11/13: First and Second-Wave Feminism 
BCTC: Weekly Packet #12 
**MONOGRAPH REVIEW DUE 11/12 
10 PM** 
 

WEEK THIRTEEN & FOURTEEN: POLITICS AND ECONOMICS IN TEXAS 
11/18: Politicians, Peoples, and Values 
BCTC: Campbell Ch 18; Cantrell Ch. 9; 
Weekly Packet #13 
 
11/20: Houston, Texas, and a “Global City”  
BCTC: Online Discussion #5 
 

11/25: Cultural Institutions Today: Music, 
Food, and Education 
BCTC: Campbell Ch. 19 and 20; Cantrell 
Introduction and Ch. 11 
 
11/27: Happy Thanksgiving!  

WEEK FIFTEEN & SIXTEEN: RESEARCHING TEXAS HISTORY 
12/2: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
**SEMESTER PROJECT PAPER DUE 
12/1 10 PM**  
 

12/4: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
 
12/9: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 

 
12/11: **FINAL EXAM  10:30 am – 12:30 pm**  
 
 

**NOTE** 
The professor reserves the right to change any part of the course 

requirements, policies, deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible 
for keeping track of any and all changes. Any changes will be 

announced in class, sent by email, or posted on the course Facebook 
page, as appropriate and as time allows.  

 
Finally, this class and my office will always will be a safe place for 

everyone.  
 
 

  
 



HISTORY 2301-01 (3979) 

Texas History 
Professor Pegoda ~ Fall 2014 

 
Monograph Analysis 

 
Students should write a critical essay of at least 4-6 pages where they analyze and evaluate 
Brian D. Behnken’s Fighting Their Own Battles: Mexican Americans, African Americans, and the 
Struggle for Civil Rights in Texas. 
 
This paper is due online Wednesday, November 12, 2014, at 10:00 pm. A hardcopy should 
be brought to class and submitted at 11:00 am Thursday, November 13 with the Academic 
Honesty Pledge attached. No late work will be accepted. Papers may be submitted early.  
 
Additionally, the professor will happily go over reviews and provide feedback before the 
deadline so students have an opportunity to improve. Students seeking early feedback should 
contract the professor several days before the due date.  
 
Students should use the following outline as a guide for developing their reviews. All of these 
questions should be considered but should be addressed in a narrative fashion that is clear and 
makes sense. 
 

I. This review should open with an introductory paragraph where the writer tells the 
reader what to expect in the review. This paragraph should also provide a BRIEF 
summary of Behnken’s work. It should also identify Behnken’s overall thesis. Why 
does Behnken say his topic is needed? What themes or topics does Behnken address? 
What does he say about how his cast of historical actors (people and social 
institutions) influenced broader society?  

 
II. The next three paragraphs should explain the three most important major arguments 

Behnken uses. One per paragraph. Why are these the most important compared to all 
of the other arguments? What are the implications of these arguments? What 
assumptions do these arguments rest on? Be sure to give brief examples.  

 
III. In the fifth paragraph, discuss what kind of evidence Behnken uses. What kind of 

sources does he mention or reference? Does Behnken do an effective job of using said 
evidence to support his overall ideas? Can you imagine other kinds of evidence that 
would support, or possibly contradict, Behnken’s argument? 

 
IV. In the next paragraph, consider how Behnken’s work compares with Gone to Texas and 

Lone Star Pasts, assigned primary sources, and other course materials related to Civil 
Rights Era Texas. How do these perspectives agree or disagree? Does the Campbell 
textbook even deal with the questions explored by Behnken? What observations can 
you make about what seems to be important to historians or what they disagree about? 

 



V. In the concluding three paragraphs, please evaluate the work by providing your 
opinion and recognizing the broader importance of this assignment.  
 
In the first concluding paragraph: Were you persuaded by Behnken’s argument and 
use of evidence and explanations? Are you persuaded as to the larger significance of 
this material? Did Behnken write in a clear, coherent, organized way? Does Behnken 
seem biased in any way?  
 
second concluding paragraph: What did you like about the book and why? What did 
you not like about the book and why? Has your interest in Civil Rights and/or Texas 
been satisfied, piqued, or bludgeoned out of you?  
 
What kind of ethnical decisions did Behnken have to make? What about the people he 
wrote about and their civil rights struggles? What does it even mean to make an ethical 
decision? What does this suggest about the role of primary sources and good historical 
studies? Based on this, what responsibility do you have as you work on your semester 
project related to Texas History?  
 
For all of these questions, answer why and how and provide examples. 

 
 
Please read the following for information about effective writing. These links contain 
information that will help students write successful papers throughout college.  
 
“Five Characteristics of College Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/five-characteristics-of-college-writing/  
 
“Checklist for Writing Assignments: 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/checklist-for-writing-assignments/  
 
The Oxford Comma, plus Every Comma Rule You Need to Know” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-to-
know/  
 
“Mastering the Semicolon, Colon, and Apostrophe”  
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/mastering-the-semicolon-colon-and-apostrophe/ 
 
“14 Must Know Rules of Grammar Guaranteed for Successful Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-
successful-writing/  
 
“Grading Rubric” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/  
 
Additionally, please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman 
size 12, with one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and 
format count – please use Academic English (this means NOT using first person, text-message 



language, contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make more mistakes 
on grammar than on content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments must be submitted 
online for plagiarism detection in Blackboard. Additionally, students must bring a hardcopy 
to class with the turn-it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge attached—all 
pages must be stapled. 
 
Quotations must be kept to a minimum. No more than four (brief) total sentences may be 
quoted throughout the paper. When quoting, put the page number in a parenthetical citation. 
For example, “I am quoting this line” (4).   
 
Please note that Fighting Their Own Battles is not a “novel” (novels are fictional accounts). This 
book is considered a “monograph.” 
 
Academic honesty is very important and is required. For out-of-class assignments, including 
this review, students are prohibited from using any outside sources or each other, doing 
so constitutes cheating. This means students MAY NOT reference any online sources or 
reviews about the book. Students must complete the review INDEPENDENTLY. Students 
may only reference material specifically assigned or discussed in this class, such as weekly 
packets, lectures, the textbook, or class discussions. Students are also prohibited from, for 
example, turning in the same paper as another student, submitting an online review as 
their work, or having someone else write the paper for them. Students who cheat or 
plagiarize will be punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in an “F” for the course. In 
all cases, all violations of academic honesty will be reported to the Dean of Students, and 
students will run the risk of being expelled from Alvin Community College. Students with 
questions should ask. Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as 
rules of common sense. 
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Study Guide for the Midterm Exam and Final Exam 

 
Part one, essay (90 points):   
Students will write two extended essays. Possible questions are below. Students need to 
prepare for all of the possible essays. Essays require much more than simple regurgitation. 
Rather, students must think about ideas, examples, and evidence from lectures, discussions, 
and readings and use them to support and develop a strong essay. Since students have these 
questions from the first day of class, the professor expects answers to be particularly 
developed and will grade accordingly. Students must come to class prepared and with a plan 
for each question. 
 
Essays must have an introduction with a thesis, several body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
Students should use key terms from the lectures and readings. Students must focus on the 
who, what, when, where, how, and why questions. Change over time and historical 
significance are also important. Students must also show how different concepts are 
connected. Essay should only be developed based on material from this class. Essays that do 
not use both in-class material and readings will not receive a passing grade, as will essays that 
use information not presented in this class. Each essay will likely be at least 3-5 pages.  
 
Part two, matching (10 points): 
Students will be given ten matching questions. They will all be drawn from readings and 
lectures. They will consist not just of people, places, events, etc., but also concepts and ideas 
we have explored in class. They will not be easy, so students will need to know not just the 
definition of key terms but also the context in which they were discussed. Students who study 
well be able to answer them fairly quickly and easily.  
 
On the day of each exam, students must bring a blank Bluebook. Students should bring 
several blue or black pens. During the exam, students may consult one one-sided 8½” x 11” 
sheet of notes. These notes must be TYPED, double spaced, in Times New Roman size 12. 
This sheet may only contain bullet points, outlines, reminders of a few key terms or readings, 
etc. This sheet may NOT include full sentences, full paragraphs, etc. Students must have their 
sheet of notes approved before taking the exam. Students must turn this sheet of notes in with 
the exam. During the exam, students are not permitted to leave the room. Students who make 
a good “cheat sheet” tend to do much better on the exams.  
 
Any form of cheating (using extra study aides, talking, having a phone out, etc.) will 
result in an automatic “F” in the class, and a report will be filed with the Dean of 
Students. As a reminder, no makeup exams will be given. Come to the exam on time and 
prepared to show everything you have learned.  
 



Two of the following will appear on part one of the Midterm; students will answer both. 
1. What factors lead to a sustained and “successful” colony, nation, and state of Texas? How and 
why? Discuss four of these factors in order of importance. Name and briefly describe a few 
factors that were not as important or transformative? Define “successful.”  
 
2. Discuss the interplay between freedom, unfreedom, and perhaps degrees of freedom for Blacks 
in Texas through the end of Reconstruction. How, when, and why did they assert their power and 
agency? (How were these approaches different compared to other groups?) Were these actions 
“deliberate”? How and why did these forces become so important?  
 
3. Through the 1870s, the geopolitical area of Texas was involved in numerous wars. What were 
the two most important causes and consequences of these wars? How do these wars relate to 
broader events in the Atlantic World and the United States? What do these wars suggest about 
the values peoples of recent European origin brought with them? 
 
4. From the early 1400s to the 1870s, which group (Africans, Europeans/Texans, Women, 
Indians, or Latin Americans) experienced the most change? What about the least change? Why? 
Who or what caused the change to occur? What kind of change did they experience? Was any of 
this change “good” and to whom? 
 
Three of the following will appear on part one of the Final; students will answer two. 
1. What does it mean to be a Texan? When does Texas History begin? Why? What have key 
turning points been? What are some fundamental characteristics of the state according to 
historical memory and how do these compare to evidence and secondary sources? How did these 
characteristics develop and change over time? 
 
2. Compare and contrast pre-1870s Texas to post-1870s Texas. How much or how little has 
changed? Where has this change occurred? What does this change or lack of change suggest 
about mores in Texas? 
 
3. How did industrialism change Texas, both in the short and long term? How does this change 
compare to change throughout the United States? How and why has Texas become such an 
important state across the nation and around the world? 
 
4. How and why has discrimination and violence against social and political minorities shaped the 
state’s history? What kind of attention from historians does this violence get? What about the 
general public and media? How do these social and political minorities respond? 
 
5. What have been the two most important events (or peoples) in Texas history in terms of long-
term change and consequences? What about the two least important? Name and describe your 
choices and rankings. Describe the consequences. Carefully explain why. 
 
 
 
 



Any form of cheating will result in an automatic “F” in this course, and a report will be filed 
with the Dean of Students. 

HISTORY 2301-01 (3979) 

Texas History 
Professor Pegoda ~ Fall 2014 

 
Midterm Exam 

80 minutes  
 
 
Part I: Essay (90 points) 
 
Remember to have good, organized essays. Students should use key terms from the lectures 
and readings to develop essays. Focus on the who, what, when, where, how, and why 
questions. Big ideas, change over time, and historical significance are most important. Students 
must also show how different concepts or terms are connected. Essays that do not use both in-
class material and readings will not receive a passing grade, as will essays that use information 
not presented in this class. Students must use a Bluebook and blue or black ink. Each essay will 
likely be at least 3-4 handwritten pages. Please write only on the front of pages. 
 
Please answer both of the following: 
 
3. Through the 1870s, the geopolitical area of Texas was involved in numerous wars. What were the 
two most important causes and consequences of these wars? How do these wars relate to broader 
events in the Atlantic World and the United States? What do these wars suggest about the values 
peoples of recent European origin brought with them? 

 
4. From the early 1400s to the 1870s, which group (Africans, Europeans/Texans, Women, Indians, 
Latin Americans, etc.) experienced the most change? What about the least change? Why? Who or 
what caused the change to occur? What kind of change did they experience? Was any of this 
change “good” and to whom? 

 
Students must submit their one one-sided 8½” x 11” sheet of bullet point notes with their 
Bluebook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Any form of cheating will result in an automatic “F” in this course, and a report will be filed 
with the Dean of Students. 

(FLIP TO BACK) 
Part II: Matching (10 points) 
 
Write the question number and the corresponding letter in your Bluebook. 
 

1. _______ recognizes that human boundaries and borders are socially constructed. 
 

2. _______ describes the form of power used when a nation goes into another nation, sets 
up, and takes over.  

 
3. _______ describes a constructed narrative of the past. 

 
4. _______ the academic study of how historians study the past and the History of History.  

 
5. _______ recognizes the ways in which forms of identity and discrimination overlap.   

 
6. _______ while somewhat of a misnomer, the term historians use to indicate the ways in 

which popular culture and society at large understand an event, person, etc of the past. 
 

7. _______ sources that tells us about the past based on an examination of sources by 
people with direct, first-hand knowledge.  

 
8. _______ are the prevailing and powerful attitudes, beliefs, and morality than control a 

given social group.  
 

9. _______ are the areas between two political boundaries that do not necessity translate 
to human boundaries. 

 
10. _______ refers to the philosophy of recognizing the subjective nature of everything 

around us and recognizing that it could easily be different.  
 
A. intersectionality  
B. history 
C. colonialism  
D. mores 
E. primary sources 

F. social construction  
G. secondary sources 
H. geopolitical  
I. historical memory  

 

J. historiography  
K. borderlands  
L. History 
M. imperialism  

 
 
 
 
Part III: Extra Credit (5 points) 
 
1. Dig Deep: Write half a page to one page describing the connections between the following 
key terms: Columbian Exchange and Texas Secession Papers. 



Any form of cheating will result in an automatic “F” in this course, and a report will be filed 
with the Dean of Students. 

 
 



 
Students must submit their one one-sided 8½” x 11” sheet of notes with their Bluebook. This 

is the only resource that may be used during the exam.  
Any form of cheating will result in an automatic “F” in this course, and a report will be filed 

with the Dean of Students. 

HISTORY 2301-01 (3979) 

Texas History 
Professor Pegoda ~ Fall 2014 

 
Final Exam 

120 minutes  
 
Part I: Essay (100 points) 
 
Remember to have good, organized essays. Students should use key terms from the lectures 
and readings to develop essays. Focus on the who, what, when, where, how, and why 
questions. Big ideas, change over time, and historical significance are most important. Students 
must also show how different concepts or terms are connected. Essays that do not use both in-
class material and readings will not receive a passing grade. Similarly, essays that use 
information not presented in this class will also earn a failing grade. Students must use a 
Bluebook and blue or black ink only. Each essay will likely be at least 3-4 handwritten pages. 
Please write only on the front of pages. 
 
Please answer TWO of the following: 
 
1. What does it mean to be a Texan? When does Texas History begin? Why? What have key turning 
points been? What are some fundamental characteristics of the state according to historical 
memory and how do these compare to evidence and secondary sources? How did these 
characteristics develop and change over time? 

 
4. How and why has discrimination and violence against social and political minorities shaped the 
state’s history? What kind of attention from historians does this violence get? What about the 
general public and media? How do these social and political minorities respond? 
 
5. What have been the two most important events (or peoples) in Texas history in terms of long-
term change and consequences? What about the two least important? Name and describe your 
choices and rankings. Describe the consequences. Carefully explain why. 

 
 
Part II: Extra Credit (5 points) 
 
1. Dig Deep: Write half a page to one page describing the intertextuality between the March on 
Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation in 1993 and the song The Eyes 
of the Ranger featured on the television show Walker, Texas Ranger.  
 
 



 
Students must submit their one one-sided 8½” x 11” sheet of notes with their Bluebook. This 

is the only resource that may be used during the exam.  
Any form of cheating will result in an automatic “F” in this course, and a report will be filed 

with the Dean of Students. 

Thank you for your hard work! I look forward to reading your last essays for me (at least for this 
semester! ☺). 



HISTORY 2301-01 (3979) 

Texas History 
Professor Pegoda ~ Fall 2014 

 
Semester Project 

 
The purpose of the semester project is to allow students an opportunity to explore aspects of 
Texas History related to their own personal experiences. This project also covers five of the 
six core objects for this class as determined by the state: Critical Thinking Skills, 
Communication Skills, Teamwork, Social Responsibility, and Personal Responsibility. 
Students must complete four of the following activities. Each activity may only be completed 
once. The final result will be a paper of at least 6 pages (not counting pictures, interview 
questions, the short story, for example) that analyzes and reflects on the experience and a 10-
minute presentation to the class.  
 
Papers are due online Monday, December 1, 2014, at 10:00 pm. A hardcopy should be 
brought to class and submitted at 11:00 am Tuesday, December 2 with the Academic Honesty 
Pledge attached. No late work will be accepted. Papers may be submitted early. 
 
Presentations will occur December 2, 4, and 9th.  No late presentations will be accepted. 
 
Additionally, the professor will happily go over papers or presentations and provide feedback 
before the deadline so students have an opportunity to improve. Students seeking early 
feedback should contract the professor several days before the due date.  
 
Project options: 

1) Read the packet on Blackboard about Texas and film. Analyze a fictional film set 
somewhere in Texas or related to Texas. Time period does not matter. Suggestions 
include The Last Picture Show (1971), Dazed and Confused (1993), The Stars Fell on 
Henrietta (1995), No Country for Old Men (2007), American Violet (2008), Bernie (2011), 
Dallas Buyers Club (2013), Boyhood (2014). Think about how the film informs people’s 
understandings of Texas History, the accuracy of the film, publics responses to the 
film, etc. 
 

2) Analyze The Immigrant (1917), Gold Diggers of 1933 (1933), Imitation of Life (1934), 
Mildred Pierce (1945), Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956), Imitation of Life (1959), The 
Graduate (1967), Coming Home (1978), or The World According to Garp (1982). How do 
these works of classic cinema speak or not speak to issues in Texas?  

 
3) Attend and critique a historical reenactment event that relates to some aspect of Texas 

history. OR participate in an historical reenactment event. Reflect on the experience. 
Talk to other actors. Compare performances with History. Pictures required.  

 
4) Visit and critique an archive or museum that covers local, county, or state History 

related to Texas.  
 



5) Interview a curator or archivist in person or by phone at a library or museum that 
covers local, county, or state History related to Texas. Good interviews will be at least 
10-15 minutes and will be a conversation. Ask informed questions about how displays 
are chosen and constructed (the rhetoric of the display and plaques), etc. Provide 
questions and a paraphrase of his/her responses in your paper. Reflect on the process. 
Analyze his/her comments. Consider what agendas the museum/curator have.  

 
6) Interview family members (close friends can be interviewed, too) to write your own 

story of living in Texas. When and why did your family come to Texas? Ask your 
family questions to gauge their understanding of Texas History. Have a conversation 
with them about historical memory vs. History. What do they say? How does this 
change or not change your own experience as a historical actor living in Texas? 

 
7) Carefully track current events as outlined in a good Texas media outlet, such as The 

Texas Tribune, for two weeks. How do these issues relate or not relate to issues over the 
course of time in Texas? 

 
8) Interview a government official. Research what role they have in Texas History and 

their values. Ask them questions about important issues in Texas History.     
 

9) Write a song, short story, or poem related to Texas History. Make a painting or some 
kind of other creative work that responds to and reflects events, themes, and peoples.  

 
10) Actively (and safely) protest something for a few weeks related to more current Texas 

History that you are passionate about. Create a Facebook page. Write Letters to the 
Editor. Etc. Make your voice heard. How do people respond? Get the class involved.  

 
11) Critically reflect and analyze the everyday in terms of icons of Texas – consider BBQ, 

rodeos, cowboys, oil, the Confederate flag, etc. Why these symbols? Why are they 
important and to whom? How do these symbols compare to reality? Who and what 
are left out? Why? Talk to people.  

 
12) Other projects with approval.  

 
NOTE: 

These films should be available through various libraries and online media outlets, but, if 
students have trouble securing a needed film, they can borrow many of these from Professor 
Pegoda. Also, students are welcome (and encouraged) to complete aspects of this project with 
other students in this class, friends, or family. Appropriate aspects to complete with others are 
viewing and discussing a film, icon of Texas, or archive, for example. Interviews are not 
appropriate to complete with others. AND ALL OF THE WRITING MUST BE 
COMPLETED INDIVIDUALLY.  
 
Paper guidelines: 
Please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman size 12, with 
one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and format count – 
please use Academic English (this means NOT using first person, text-message language, 



contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make more mistakes on 
grammar than on content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments must be submitted online 
for plagiarism detection in Blackboard. Additionally, students must bring a hardcopy to 
class with the turn-it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge attached—all 
pages must be stapled. 
 
Presentation guidelines: 
Presentations should be ten minutes. Presentations should not consist of reading a paper (or 
PowerPoint slides) to the class. Presentations SHOULD include visual aids, quotations as 
appropriate, video and sound clips as needed. Presentations should be a conversation with the 
class where the presenter shares what they have learned (and how) by completing the 
semester project.  
 
Academic honesty is very important and is required. For this out-of-class assignment, 
students may consult scholarly sources or primary sources not assigned provided they are 
cited. Students who cheat or plagiarize will be punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result 
in an “F” for the course. In all cases, all violations of academic honesty will be reported to the 
Dean of Students, and students will run the risk of being expelled from Alvin Community 
College. Students with questions should ask. Students are responsible for policies in the 
student handbook, as well as rules of common sense. 
 
Grading Guidelines: 
This assignment will also follow the general course grading rubric. The semester project 
counts as 20 percent of the semester grade, so students should give it corresponding 
importance. The paper will count as 60 percent of the semester project grade, the presentation 
and supporting evidence for the project 30 percent, and meeting the following mini-deadlines  
10 percent:  
 
Four projects chosen: Thursday, September 18 
At least one project started or completed with evidence: Thursday, October 9 
At least two projects started or completed with evidence: Thursday, November 6 
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