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HISTORY	2301-01	(3271)	

Texas	History	
Fall	2016,	Tuesdays/Thursdays	11:00	am	-12:20	pm,	Liberal	Arts	Building	G175	

	
Professor	Andrew	Joseph	Pegoda	

Email:	apegoda@alvincollege.edu	Website:	http://andrewpegoda.com	Twitter:	@pegodaaj	
Office	Hours:	To	be	Announced	&	By	Appointment		

	

	
	

Students	who	attend	class,	take	notes,	participate,	read	the	required	readings,	and	who	study	actively	and	
deeply,	will	have	no	problem	earning	a	high	grade.	Students	who	attend	class	and	make	good-faith	efforts	
to	participate	and	learn	are	(almost)	guaranteed	to	pass	the	class.	This	course,	like	a	college	course	should	
be,	is	challenge,	but	very	manageable	and	very	rewarding,	if	you	apply	yourself.	Starting	early	(&	following	
directions)	is	number	in	being	successful.	Students	are	encouraged	to	form	study	groups.	The	professor	is	
available	to	students	for	any	questions	or	concerns	about	the	subject	material,	including	to	review	drafts	
of	assignments.	As	you	make	your	way	through	college,	remember	the	privileges	and	opportunities	you	
have	by	having	a	“busy”	schedule	of	reading,	writing,	thinking,	and…….learning!	WELCOME!	J			
	
CATALOG	DESCRIPTION:	
Texas	History,	HIST2301:	A	survey	of	the	political,	social,	economic,	cultural,	and	 intellectual	history	of	
Texas	from	the	pre-Columbian	era	to	the	present.	Themes	that	may	be	addressed	in	Texas	History	include:	
Spanish	colonization	and	Spanish	Texas;	Mexican	Texas;	the	Republic	of	Texas;	statehood	and	secession;	
oil,	industrialization,	and	urbanization;	civil	rights;	and	modern	Texas.	
	
Prerequisites:	Students	must	be	college-ready	in	reading	and	writing.			
Corequisites:	n/a	Credit	Hours:	3	Lab	Hours:	0	Lecture	Hours:	45	Total	Contact	Hours:	45	
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COURSE	DESCRIPTION:		
Texas	History	provides	an	across-the-discipline	 thinking	and	writing-intensive	 survey	of	 important	and	
interesting	 events,	 peoples,	 and	 ideas	 in	 the	 cultural,	 economic,	 political,	 social,	 and	 intellectual	
development	of	the	geopolitical	area	currently	called	“Texas”	(and	its	borderlands)	from	the	“beginning	
of	time”	to	the	present.	More	so,	we	discuss	not	just	History,	but	the	philosophy	of	History.	To	this	end,	
this	course	provides	an	overview	of	and	emphasis	on	basic	Historical	Methods,	 including	instruction	in	
primary	and	secondary	sources.	This	course	is	an	exploration	of	questions	and	perspectives.	As	a	survey,	
coverage	is	highly	selective,	by	necessity.		
	
Major	Course	Questions:	
1:	How	“revolutionary”	was	Revolutionary	Texas	and	for	whom?	
2:	How	do	time,	place,	and	larger	hopes	and	fears	determine	who	had	and	did	not	have	freedom?	
3:	How	do	everyday	people,	especially	those	without	much	freedom	or	power,	have	a	voice?		
4:	How	has	the	role	of	governments	changed	in	Texas	and	Texas’s	role	nationally	and	internationally?	
5:	What	are	the	connections	between	“Texas”	and	geopolitics	and	between	borderlands,	other	states,	
other	countries,	and	other	geopolitical	areas?	
6:	What	is	“Texas”	“History”?	What	is	the	difference	between	history	and	History/historiography	and	
historical	memory?	between	primary	and	secondary	sources?		
7:	How	much	or	how	little	has	Texas	changed	since	pre-Columbian	contact?	How	do	hopes	and	fears	in	
2015	grow	out	of	hopes	and	fears	of	prior	generations?	
8:	How	does	“Texas	History”	fit,	challenge,	and/or	expand	other	historical	conceptualizations?	
9:	How	do	hopes	and	fears	in	one	generation	or	era	serve	as	a	response	to	the	hopes,	fears,	and	events	
of	previous	generations	or	eras?	
	
CORE	REQUIREMENTS:	
As	part	of	the	Texas	and	ACC	Core	Curriculum,	students	in	this	course	will	gain	a	foundation	of	knowledge	
in	 human	 cultures	 and	 the	 physical	 and	 natural	 world,	 develop	 principles	 of	 personal	 and	 social	
responsibility	for	living	in	a	diverse	work,	and	advance	intellectual	and	practical	skills	that	are	essential	for	
all	learning.	The	chart	below	details	the	core	requirements	that	are	applicable	to	this	course,	the	activities	
in	which	students	will	participate	to	develop	skills	in	the	required	areas,	a	determination	of	how	students’	
mastery	of	those	areas	will	be	assessed,	and	the	level	of	expertise	students	are	expected	to	demonstrate.	
These	requirements	are	already	included	in	the	computation	of	the	course	grade	and	not	a	separate	grade.	
*	 Core	Objective	(CO)	 Activities	 Assessments	
*	 Critical	Thinking	Skills	(CT):	to	include	creative	thinking,	

innovation,	inquiry,	and	analysis,	evaluation	and	synthesis	of	
information.		

All	
discussions,	
lessons,	and	
assignments	
are	
specifically	
designed	to	
cover	CT,	
COM,	TW,	
SR,	and	PR.	

ACC	CT	Rubric	

*	 Communication-Written	(COM):	effective	development,	
interpretation,	and	expression	of	ideas	

ACC	COM	Rubric	

	 Communication-Oral:	effective	development,	interpretation	and	
expression	of	ideas	

n/a	

	 Communication-Visual:	effective	development,	interpretation	
and	expression	of	ideas	

	 Empirical	and	Quantitative	Skills:	to	include	the	manipulation	
and	analysis	of	numerical	data	or	observable	facts	resulting	in	
informed	conclusions.		
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	 Teamwork	(TW):	to	include	the	ability	to	consider	different	point	
of	view	and	to	work	effectively	with	others	to	support	a	shared	
goal.		

*	 Social	Responsibility	(SR):	to	include	intercultural	competency,	
knowledge	of	civic	responsibility,	and	the	ability	to	engage	
effectively	in	regional,	national,	and	global	communities.		

ACC	SR	Rubric	

*	 Personal	Responsibility	(PR):	to	include	the	ability	to	connect	
choices,	actions,	and	consequences	to	ethical	decision-making.		

ACC	PR	Rubric	

										 *Indicates	core	areas	required	for	this	course	
	
LEARNING	OUTCOMES	(LO):		
By	the	end	of	this	semester,	through	reading	and	writing	assignments,	interactive	lessons,	group	work,	
and	 discussions,	 students	 will	 have	 increased	 their	 written	 and	 communication	 and	 critical	 thinking	
abilities,	 as	 well	 as	 theories	 about	 being	 more	 personally	 and	 socially	 responsible	 as	 global	 citizens.	
Additionally,	students	will	have	honed	the	ability	to	LO1)	create	an	argument	through	the	use	of	historical	
evidence;	LO2)	analyze	and	interpret	cultural	artifacts	and	primary	and	secondary	sources;	LO3)	analyze	
the	short-	and	 long-term	effects	of	historical,	 social,	political,	economic,	 cultural,	and	global	 forces	on	
geopolitical	areas	presently	called	Texas	(and	borderlands:	culturally,	geographically,	or	temporally)	from	
the	beginning	of	 time	 to	 2016.	Moreover,	 students	 should	be	 able	 to	 recognize	 1)	 the	 importance	of	
supporting	“facts”	based	by	evidence,	2)	on-going	dialogues	between	past	and	present,	3)	the	big	picture	
instead	of	only	specific	events,	and	4)	as	well	as	multiple	perspectives	on	every	thing	and	how	these	vary	
by	time,	place,	individuals,	institutions,	and	theories/perspectives.	
	
REQUIRED	READINGS	(to	be	brought	to	class	on	appropriate	days):	

1. Jesús	F.	de	la	Teja,	et	al.,	Texas:	Crossroads	of	North	America,	2nd	ed.	
2. Sam	W.	Haynes,	et	al.,	eds.,	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History,	2nd	ed.	
3. Anand	Giridharadas,	The	True	American:	Murder	and	Mercy	in	Texas	

	
Additional	primary	and	secondary	readings	will	be	posted	on	Blackboard	occasionally	to	either	be	
read	before	class	or	to	bring	to	class	for	in-class	workshops.	Students	are	also	required	to	bring	the	
following	to	each	class:	paper	and	blue	or	black	ink,	a	folder	or	binder	for	hard	copies	of	important	
course	material.	Students	need	to	buy	or	have	access	to	a	stapler	for	packets	and	assignments.	Finally,	
students	will	need	two	Bluebooks	from	the	College	bookstore.	Additional	supplies,	such	as	movie	
rentals,	might	be	necessary	for	the	semester	project.		
	
Please	note:	Copies	of	the	required	books	can	be	bought	on	campus	or	elsewhere	online	and	are	on	
reserve	in	the	Library	and	may	be	checked	out	for	two	hours	at	a	time.			
	
COURSE	REQUIREMENTS:		
Students	are	required	to	read	all	material	and	complete	all	assignments	(and	keep	those	assignments	for	
the	duration	of	the	semester	once	returned).	Specifically,	each	course	component	must	be	completed	to	
receive	a	passing	grade.	Students	are	always	responsible	for	all	material	covered.	There	is	no	extra	credit.	
Given	this	is	a	16-week	college	course,	students	should	be	prepared	to	devote	an	average	of	6-9	hours	(an	
hour	daily)	outside	of	class	each	week	to	reading,	writing,	and	thinking.	Requirements	are	designed	to	
provide	numerous	opportunities	 to	 learn	and	earn	a	strong	grade,	as	 to	optimize	student	success	and	
learning.	Grades	are	based	on	performance	only.	Students	are	encouraged	to	ask	questions	about	graded	
work	but	after	24	upon	seeing	the	feedback.		
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Pass/Fail	Requirement	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Before	students	are	permitted	to	earn	any	grades	in	this	class,	they	must	make	a	100%	of	the	objective	
syllabus	quiz,	which	is	taken	in	Blackboard	and	is	set	to	provide	unlimited	attempts.		
	
5%	Participation	(CO:	CT,	COM,	SR,	PR;	LO:	1,	2,	3)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Enrollment	in	this	course	acknowledges	the	intent	to	learn,	and	the	professor	is	committed	to	creating	
and	maintaining	an	open	and	productive	intellectually	engaging	learning	environment.	Further,	this	is	a	
college	course,	and	students	should	know	that	anything	is	fair	game.	College	classrooms	are	unique	places	
where	diverse	ideas,	opinions,	and	perspectives	are	welcomed	and	should	be	shared--respectfully.	There	
are	not	“exact”	answers	as	 there	are	 in	math	classes.	Additionally,	professors	 (and	students)	have	the	
academic	freedom	to	discuss	anything	they	desire	within	the	bounds	of	common	decency	and	good	taste,	
as	related	to	the	study	of	History.	Readings,	videos,	and	discussions,	etc.,	will	provoke	strong	feelings,	as	
they	 should.	Our	 reactions	 to	 these	 topics	will	 vary	by	age,	experience,	and	 interest.	Discussing	 these	
feelings	and	reactions	in	a	respectful,	open-minded	way	is	vital.	Students	should	also	remember	that	they	
do	not	yet	know	enough	to	“disagree”	per	se	with	the	methods	and	theories	with	which	scholars	study	
and	share	knowledge.	Behaviors	that	would	impede	this	process	are	prohibited,	such	as	text-messaging,	
surfing	the	Web,	answering	cell	phones,	talking	out	of	turn,	etc.	Students	are	responsible	for	knowing	and	
following	 common	 sense.	 Disruptive	 students	 will	 be	 instructed	 to	 leave	 class.	 (See	 the	 ACC	 Student	
Handbook	for	more	 information.)	Participation	 is	mandatory	and	 includes,	all	of	which	are	required	 in	
order	 to	be	counted	present,	arriving	on	time	and	remaining	the	entire	period;	coming	prepared	with	
copies	 of	 assigned	 readings,	 paper,	 pens,	 etc;	 behaving	 appropriately;	 having	 informed	 contributions;	
completing	 miscellaneous	 in-class	 work	 with	 satisfactory	 performance;	 etc.	 There	 are	 no	 “excused”	
absences.	Except	for	on-going	situations,	students	do	not	need	to	email	if	they	will	miss	a	class	session.	
Students	who	have	six	or	more	absences,	as	defined	here,	will	receive	a	zero	for	participation.	
	
20%	—	Texas	Crossroads	Blackboard	Quizzes	(CO:	CT,	COM,	SR,	PR;	LO:	1,	2,	3)	 	 	 	 	
Students	will	take	a	fifteen-minute,	ten-question,	open-book	quiz	over	chapters	from	Texas:	Crossroads	
of	North	America.	Students	may	take	each	quiz	three	times.	Only	the	highest	grade	counts.	Questions	are	
randomly	generated.	Students	will	see	one	question	at	a	time.	Once	submitted,	students	will	not	be	able	
to	revisit	a	question.	(Please	note:	the	syllabus	quiz	is	set	to	have	an	unlimited	number	of	attempts,	in	
part	 so	 students	 can	use	 it	 anytime	 to	ensure	 their	 computer	 can	properly	open	and	view	quizzes,	as	
updates,	new	computers,	etc.,	sometimes	alter	functionality.	Quizzes	cannot	be	reset	or	extended	in	the	
case	of	any	difficulties	since	three	attempts	are	provided–plan	accordingly.)	One	grade	will	be	dropped.		
	
25%	—	Assignments	(CO:	CT,	COM,	SR,	PR;	LO:	1,	2,	3)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Students	will	complete	a	variety	of	mostly	in-class	assignments	throughout	the	semester	that	ask	them	to	
demonstrate	their	knowledge	of	assigned	primary	and	secondary	readings	and	to	grapple	with	important	
questions	and	themes,	for	example.	Assignments	might	include	mapping	out	the	location	of	 important	
events	and	natural	geography,	analyzing	a	quotation,	making	a	timeline,	developing	thought	questions,	
analyzing	a	key	term,	writing	a	brief	haiku,	or	making	connections	to	more	current	events,	for	example.	
Two	grades	will	be	dropped.	
	
15%	—	Midterm	Exam	&	20%	—	Final	Exam	(CO:	CT,	COM,	SR,	PR;	LO:	1,	2,	3)	 	 	 	 	
Students	will	two	in-class	exams	based	on	both	reading	and	lecture/discussion.	Prompts	involve	knowing	
who,	what,	when,	where,	how,	why,	the	historical	significance,	context,	and	background	and	will	mainly	
be	essay-based.	Changes	over	 time	and	historical	 significance	are	most	 important.	Specific	details	and	
possible	essay	questions	will	be	available	well	in	advanced.		
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15%	—	Semester	Project	(CO:	CT,	COM,	SR,	PR;	LO:	1,	2,	3)	 	 	 	 	 	 	
In	consultation	with	Professor	Pegoda,	students	will	use	The	True	American	(which	is	not	a	“novel”	–	while	
reading	this	monograph	focus	on	“What	is	Texas	History?,”	in	addition	to	the	story	it	tells)	as	the	launching	
point	for	a	semester	project	on	a	topic	of	their	choice.	Possibilities	are	endless;	however,	each	project	
must	use	three	different	primary	sources.	Finally,	the	project	will	cumulate	in	an	argumentative	paper	of	
at	least	five	full	pages	and	a	brief	presentation	to	the	class.	More	details	to	come.	Students	must	finish	
reading	 The	 True	 American	 book	 by	 Thursday,	 September	 29.	 An	 informal	 proposal	 for	 the	 semester	
project	is	due	Thursday,	October	6.	While	the	informal	proposal	has	no	independent	weight,	students	who	
do	not	submit	it	will	receive	a	zero	on	the	semester	project.	More	guidelines	will	be	provided	on	another	
handout.	
	
AN	ADDITIONAL	NOTE	ABOUT	GRADING	AND	GRADES	IN	PROFESSOR	PEGODA’S	CLASS:	
Students	will	not	receive	number	grades	(except	on	the	textbook	objective	quizzes),	which	in	common	in	
Humanities	and	Liberal	Arts	classes.	Instead,	work	(especially	the	major	exams	and	semester	project)	will	
be	assigned	a	letter	grade,	based	on	the	general	course	rubric.	Occasionally,	the	“checks”	system	will	be	
used,	especially	on	less	formal	assignments,	per	se.	Given	our	educational	system	is	based	on	grades,	the	
letter	grades	and	check	grades	do	have	approximate	numerical	values	used	for	purposes	of	averaging;	
however,	each	student’s	grades,	overall	performance,	and	improvement	are	manually	reviewed	before	
final	letter	grades	are	assigned.	Approximations	are	as	follows:		
	
A+	 ≈99%	 	 C	 ≈75%	 	 +	 ≈99%	
A	 ≈95%	 	 C-	 ≈70%	 	 √+	 ≈93%	
A-	 ≈92%	 	 D+	 ≈68%	 	 √	 ≈85%	
B+	 ≈88%	 	 D	 ≈65%	 	 √-	 ≈72%	
B	 ≈85%	 	 D-	 ≈60%	 	 -	 ≈65%	
B-	 ≈82%	 	 F	 ≈50%	 	 F	 ≈50%	
C+	 ≈78%	 	 0	 =0%	 	 0	 =0%	

For	more	information,	please	refer	to	the	following:		
https://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/		
	
Final	Grades	will	be	assigned	as	follows:		
90-100,	A 
80-89,	B	

70-79,	C		
60-69,	D	

Below	60	or	for	academic	
dishonesty,	F		

	
Students	have	one	year	from	the	end	of	the	semester	to	challenge	course	grade.	Refer	to	the	grade	appeal	
process	as	published	in	the	ACC.	
	
Incompletes	are	only	considered	when	students	have	extreme	and	documented	emergencies,	have	been	
passing,	and	are	unable	to	complete	the	course.	Students	must	be	available	to	sign	a	contract.	
	
Withdrawals	 are	 possible	 prior	 to	 the	 deadlines;	 however,	 students	 should	 talk	 to	 Professor	 Pegoda	
before	withdrawing.	Current	information	can	be	found	in	the	printed	version	of	the	ACC	Schedule	for	this	
semester	or	online	at	ACC	Course	Withdrawal	Instructions.	Students	who	file	withdrawal	requests	by	the	
published	 deadline	 and	 have	 not	 exceeded	 the	 withdrawal	 maximum	 will	 receive	 a	 grade	 of	 “W.”	
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However,	please	keep	in	mind:	The	Texas	Legislature	passed	a	ruling	that	limits	the	number	of	classes	a	
student	can	drop	during	their	years	as	an	undergraduate	student	to	six.	This	policy	applies	to	any	student	
who	was	a	first	time	college	freshmen	fall,	2007,	or	later,	who	attends	a	Texas	public	institution	of	higher	
education.	Courses	dropped	while	attending	a	private	or	out	of	state	college	do	not	count	toward	the	six	
drop	limit.	For	further	information,	refer	to	the	ACC	Catalog	or	contact	Student	Services.	
	
GUIDELINES	FOR	ASSIGNMENTS:	
All	in-class	assignments	must	be	completed	in	regular	blue	or	black	ink	(no	pencil,	no	pink,	no	purple,	no	
neon	blue)	–	any	other	work	will	not	be	graded—it	is	unprofessional	and	hurts	the	professor’s	eyes.	Work	
submitted	without	a	 (clearly	written)	 full	name	will	also	not	be	graded.	 In-class	work	must	also	 follow	
normal	guidelines	of	Standard	English—this	includes	complete	sentences	and	legible	handwriting.		
	
For	out-of-class	work,	spelling,	grammar,	and	format	count—please	use	Academic	English	(e.g.,	this	means	
NOT	 using	 first	 person,	 text-message	 language,	 contractions,	 clichés,	 or	 slang).	 This	 work	 must	 be	
submitted	online	for	plagiarism	detection	and	must	be	in	Times	New	Roman	size	12	with	one-inch	margins	
on	 all	 four	 sides	 and	 double-spaced.	 Additionally,	 use	 creative	 titles	 for	 assignments!	Do	 not	 use	 any	
quotations.	Work	is	only	considered	“submitted”	when	it	is	submitted	online	to	the	appropriate	dropbox	
as	a	.doc	or	.docx	file.	Please	do	not	bring	hardcopies	to	class.		
	
LATE	WORK/MAKEUP	WORK	POLICY:	
There	is	no	late	or	makeup	work	permitted.	No	exceptions.	No	excuses.	HOWEVER,	students	legitimately	
needing	more	 time	on	a	writing	assignment	 should	 talk	with	 the	professor	 in	advance.	Exceptions	 for	
major	assignments	will	be	considered	but	only	for	legitimate,	documented	emergencies	and	only	in	cases	
where	the	student	is	passing	the	class.	
	
ACADEMIC	HONESTY:		
Students	at	Alvin	Community	College	are	members	of	an	institution	dedicated	to	the	pursuit	of	knowledge	
through	a	formalized	program	of	instruction	and	learning.	At	the	heart	of	this	endeavor,	lie	the	core	values	
of	academic	integrity,	which	include	honesty,	truth,	and	freedom	from	lies	and	fraud.	Because	personal	
integrity	is	important	in	all	aspects	of	life,	students	at	Alvin	Community	College	are	expected	to	conduct	
themselves	with	 honesty	 and	 integrity	 both	 in	 and	 out	 of	 the	 classroom.	 For	 this	 class,	 students	 are	
prohibited	from	using	any	sources	or	resources	(whether	found	on	the	Internet	or	in	the	library,	whether	
online	or	hardcopy,	whether	scholarly	or	not,	weather	primary	source	or	secondary	source)	other	than	
those	 required	 or	 recommended	 when	 completing	 or	 preparing	 for	 assignments.	 Additionally,	 all	
information	must	be	derived	from	course	lessons,	discussions,	and/or	the	students’	prior	knowledge.	For	
in-class	 assignments,	 students	 are	 prohibited	 from	 using	 any	 unauthorized	 sources	 or	 each	 other.	
Additionally,	Apple	Watches,	ear	buds,	and	other	such	technologies	are	not	allowed	during	in-class	exams.	
Incidents	of	academic	dishonesty	will	not	be	tolerated	and	students	guilty	of	such	conduct	are	subject	to	
severe	disciplinary	measures.	Students	will	typically	earn	an	automatic	“F”	in	the	class	for	any	instance	of	
cheating	or	plagiarizing.	In	no	case,	will	students	with	an	academic	dishonestly	report	earn	above	a	“C”	in	
the	class.	Professors	are	required	to	report	violations	of	academic	honesty	to	the	Vice	President	of	Student	
Services.	Students	will	also	face	additionally	penalties	beyond	those	imposed	by	Professor	Pegoda	by	the	
College.	Students	are	responsible	for	policies	in	the	student	handbook,	as	well	as	common	sense.		
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ACCOMMODATIONS:		
ACC	 complies	with	ADA	and	504	Federal	 guidelines	by	 affording	equal	 access	 to	 individuals	who	are	 seeking	an	
education.	Students	who	have	a	disability	and	would	like	classroom	accommodations	must	register	with	the	Office	
of	Disability	Services.	Students	must	present	documentation	to	the	professor	the	requested	accommodations	during	
the	first	week	of	class	or	as	soon	as	a	disability	arise.	Professors	are	not	able	to	provide	accommodations	otherwise.	
Call	(281)	756-3433	or	email	Ms.	Eileen	Cross.	
	
ASSESSMENT	AND	CARE	TEAM:	
The	Assessment	and	Care	Team	is	committed	to	 improving	community	safety	through	a	proactive,	collaborative,	
coordinated,	 objective,	 and	 thoughtful	 approach	 to	 the	 prevention,	 identification,	 assessment,	 intervention	 and	
management	of	situations	that	pose	a	threat	to	the	safety	and	well-being	of	the	campus	community.	To	educate	and	
empower	all	members	of	 the	College	 community,	 resources	 and	procedures	are	 in	place	 to	prevent,	 deter,	 and	
respond	 to	 concerns	 regarding	 acts	 of	 violence.	 Alvin	 Community	 College	 offers	 assistance	 to	 departments	 and	
individuals	in	detecting	indicators	for	concern	and	resources	to	protect	themselves	and	their	environments.		
	
The	Alvin	Community	College	ACT	accepts	reports	regarding	any	individual	or	incident	at	any	time	through	an	online	
referral	 form	 on	 the	 Assessment	 and	 Care	 Team	 page	 at	 http://www.alvincollege.edu/ACT,	 direct	 email	 to:	
ACareTeam@alvincollege.edu,	or	by	contacting	the	Alvin	Community	College	Police	Department	at	(281)	756-3700	
or	(832)	250-3365	after	hours.			
	
SUPPORT	INFORMATION:			
For	technical	problems	with	Blackboard	complete	the	Online	Support	Form.	For	WEBACCESS	contact	(281)	756-3544	
or	visit	their	Webpage.			
	
The	ACC	Library	 is	an	excellent	source	for	research	and	writing	help.	Quiet	rooms	are	available	for	studying	and	
doing	 class	 work.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	 the	 ACC	 Library	 Website	 or	 call	 281-756-3559.	 The	 ACC	
Tutoring/Learning	Lab,	located	upstairs	in	building	A,	provides	students	with	a	variety	of	services	including	tutoring	
(math,	writing,	and	other	disciplines);	computers	and	printers;	a	testing	facility;	and	tables/carrels	for	studying.	Call	
281-756-3566	 or	 visit	 the	 ACC	 Tutoring/Learning	Website	 for	more	 information.	ACC	 Counseling	 Services	 assist	
students	with	issues	that	may	negatively	impact	academic	success.	To	contact	a	counselor,	call	the	office	of	Advising	
Services	at	281-756-353	
	
MENTAL	HEALTH	COUNSELING	AND	SUICIDE	PREVENTION	SERVICES:	
As	 a	 student,	 you	 may	 experience	 a	 range	 of	 challenges	 that	 can	 interfere	 with	 learning,	 such	 as	 strained	
relationships,	 increased	anxiety,	substance	use,	 feeling	down,	difficulty	concentrating,	and/or	 lack	of	motivation.	
These	mental	health	concerns	or	 stressful	events	may	diminish	your	academic	performance	and/or	 reduce	your	
ability	to	participate	 in	daily	activities.	 	Advising	services	employs	two	Licensed	Professional	Counselors	who	can	
assist	students	with	issues	that	negatively	impact	academic	success.	Consultation	and	referrals	are	confidential.	The	
Counseling	Referral	form	is	located	at:	http://www.alvincollege.edu/CounselingServices.aspx	
	
If	you	or	 someone	you	know	at	ACC	 feels	overwhelmed,	hopeless,	depressed,	and/or	 is	 thinking	about	dying	by	
suicide,	supportive	services	are	available	by	requests	at	the	Enrollment	Services	Center	or	by	calling	281-756-3531,	
ask	for	a	Counselor.	You	may	also	call	the	National	Suicide	Prevention	Hotline	1-800-273-8255.	This	is	a	24	hour,	toll	
free,	confidential	suicide	prevention	hotline	available	to	anyone	in	suicidal	crises	or	emotional	distress.	If,	however,	
you	or	someone	you	know	is	in	an	immediate	crisis,	go	to	the	nearest	Emergency	Room,	or	call	911.	
	
EVALUATION	OF	PROFESSOR:	
Alvin	Community	College	is	dedicated	to	student	success.	As	part	of	its	ongoing	improvement	efforts,	students	will	
provide	 input	 for	each	course	prior	 to	 the	end	of	 the	semester	enrolled.	Evaluations	will	be	completed	 in	either	
online	or	paper	format	as	directed	by	the	Office	of	Institutional	Effectiveness	&	Research.	
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**NOTE**	
The	professor	reserves	the	right	to	change	any	part	of	the	course	requirements,	policies,	deadlines,	
content,	etc.	Students	are	responsible	for	keeping	track	of	any	and	all	changes,	as	well	as	information	

delivered	by	Blackboard	Announcements.		
	

**¡¡¡Honors	credit	is	available	and	is	highly	recommend!!!**	
	

Students	are	more	than	welcome	to	email	at	any	time.	Please	feel	free	to	ask	questions,	express	
concerns,	or	even	to	share	something	interesting.	Emails	will	general	be	answered	very	quickly	but	

usually	within	24	hours	but	never	more	than	48	hours	–	if	students	have	not	received	a	reply	within	that	
amount	of	time,	they	should	resend	the	email	because	it	has	not	been	received.	Please	DO	see	the	

course	handout	on	when	to	and	not	to	email	professors	located	at	
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-professors/.		

	
Visiting	on-campus	out-side-of-class	is	always	great,	too!		

	
Finally,	this	class	and	my	office	will	always	will	be	a		

safe	place	&	judgment	free	zone		
for	everyone	regardless	of	race,	religion,	color,	sex,	pregnancy,	gender	or	gender	identity/expression,	
sexual	orientation,	parental	status,	national	origin,	age,	disability,	family	medical	history	or	genetic	

information,	political	affiliation,	AND/OR	military	service	or	veterans	status.		
–to	name	just	a	few	of	the	possible	overlapping	variables	that	make	us	unique	and	contribute	to	our	

intersectionality-	

However,	the	classroom	will	always	be	and	be	a	place	where	
we	are	challenged	and	grapple	with	complex	texts	and	ideas,	

including	those	that	make	us	uncomfortable.	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
COPYRIGHT	PROTECTION:	
©	Professor	Andrew	Joseph	Pegoda,	2007-2016.	All	copyright	protections	reserved	for	all	original	material	
presented	 in	 this	 course.	 Unless	 otherwise	 noted,	 all	 materials	 are	 the	 intellectual	 property	 of	 the	
professor	and	are	copyrighted.	Individuals	are	prohibited	from	being	paid	for	taking,	selling,	or	otherwise	
transferring	for	value,	class	notes	or	other	information	made	during	this	course	to	any	entity.	In	addition	
to	legal	sanctions,	students	found	in	violation	of	these	prohibitions	may	be	subject	to	disciplinary	action	
from	the	administration.		
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COURSE	CALENDAR		
	
Readings	listed	below	must	be	completed	before	coming	to	class.	For	Texas	Crossroads	chapters,	
students	will	also	have	a	quiz	in	Blackboard	to	complete	before	coming	to	class.		
	
Week	1:	What	is	Texas	History?	What	is	the	History	of	Texas	History?	
8/23:	No	readings!	
8/25:	No	readings!	
	
Week	2:	The	Worlds	Collide	
8/30:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	1	
9/1:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	2	
	
Week	3:	Battlegrounds	and	Borderlands	
9/6:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	2	
9/8:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	3,		
	
Week	4:	Migration	and	National	Building	
9/13:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	4	
9/15:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	5	
	
Week	5:	Revolutionary	Texas	
9/20:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	6	
9/22:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	5	
	
Week	6:	Imperialism	and	Manifest	Destiny	
9/27:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	7	
9/29:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	7	
	
Week	7:	Slave	Societies	
10/4:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	8		
10/6:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	8	
	
Week	8:	The	Culture	of	Segregation	
10/11:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	9	
10/13:	MIDTERM	EXAM	
	
Week	9:	Industrialism	
10/18:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	10	and	11	
10/20:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	12	
	
Week	10:	The	Liberal	Consensus	
10/25:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	12	
10/26:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	13	and	14	
	
Week	11:	Civil	Rights	Revolutions	
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11/1:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	11	
11/3:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	13	
	
Week	12:	Civil	Rights	Revolutions,	continued		
11/8:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	14	
11/10:	No	readings!	
	
Week	13:	The	Conservative	Consensus	
11/15:	Texas	Crossroads	Ch.	15	
11/17:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	15	
	
Week	14:	STUDENT	PRESENTATIONS		
11/22:	No	readings!	
11/24:	NO	CLASS	–	THANKSGIVING!		
	
Week	15:	STUDENT	PRESENTATIONS	
11/29:	No	readings!	
12/1:	Major	Problems	in	Texas	History	Ch.	1	
	
Week	16:	FINAL	EXAM		
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Major	Problems	Questions		
	
Chapter	2	“Contested	Empires”:	
How	did	Europeans	and	Native	Americans	attempt	to	bridge	the	cultural	chasm	that	separated	
them	during	the	early	years	of	contact,	and	what	forces	and	conditions	often	stood	in	the	way	
of	mutual	understanding?		
	
Chapter	3	“The	Challenges	of	Spanish	Colonization”:	
What	problems	did	Hispanics	encounter	in	their	struggles	to	establish	permanent	settlements	
in	the	Texas	borderlands,	and	to	what	extent	were	Native	Americans	successfully	assimilated	
into	these	communities?		
	
Chapter	4:	“Populating	Texas	During	the	Mexican	Era”:	
Were	these	problems	the	inevitable	result	of	conflicting	and	utterly	disparate	cultures,	or	were	
they	minor	disputes	that	did	not	preclude	the	peaceful	settlement	of	Anglos	under	the	flag	of	
Mexico?	To	what	extent	did	race	contribute	to	these	problems	that	arose	between	the	Anglo	
American	community	and	Mexico?	What	role	did	differences	of	political	and	economic	
philosophy	between	Anglos	and	Hispanics	play?		
	
Chapter	5	“Rebellion	in	Texas”		
Was	the	revolution	the	product	of	deep-seated	cultural	cleaves	between	Anglos	and	Mexicans,	
or	was	it	a	political	crisis,	could	Anglo	Americans	have	ever	lived	as	dutiful	citizens	under	
Mexican	rule,	and/or	was	the	conflict	the	result	of	short-term	crises	that	could	have	been	
avoided?		
	
Chapter	6	“From	Fragile	Republic	to	Statehood”:	
What	effect	did	frontier	conditions	have	on	the	Jacksonian	society	that	emerged?	How	
successfully	did	Anglo	Texans	recreate	the	world	they	had	known	in	the	US?	Does	Texas	
deserve	to	be	regarded	as	a	legitimate	experiment	in	nationhood	or	merely	the	westernmost	
fringe	of	an	expanding	United	States	empire?		
	
Chapter	7	“Changing	Gender	Roles	on	the	Texas	Frontier”:	
What	impact	did	frontier	life	have	on	gender	roles	and	how	did	this	vary	given	the	impact	of	
intersectionality,	when	considering	ethnicity,	economics,	sex,	religion,	etc?		
	
Chapter	8	“Slavery,	Secession,	and	the	Civil	War”:	
What	factors	contributed	to	the	ascendancy	of	a	distinctly	southern	perspective?	How	the	
system	of	slave	labor	a	key	ingredient	in	making	Texas	a	southern	state?	To	what	extent	did	
political	conditions	play	a	role	in	convincing	Texans	that	they	should	take	the	momentous	step	
of	severing	their	ties	to	the	Union?		
	
Chapter	9	“Race,	Politics,	and	Reconstruction”:	



How	pervasive	was	violence	and	to	what	degree	did	it	undermine	efforts	of	freedmen	to	
reconstruct	their	lives	after	slavery,	and	how	real	was	the	opportunity	for	freedmen	to	assume	
positions	of	leadership,	or	even	to	secure	a	life	free	from	what	and	fear?		
	
Chapter	10	“Conquering	and	Populating	the	Frontiers”		
Was	the	Texas	frontier	experience	dominated	by	the	westward	extension	of	southern	culture	
and	mores,	or	did	other	forces	define	it?	What	role	did	men	and	women	play	in	this	process,	
and	how	were	they	changed	by	it?	What	was	the	interaction	of	African	Americans,	Mexican	
Americans,	Anglo	Americans,	and	Native	Americans?		
	
Chapter	11	“Suffrage	and	Beyond”	
How	effectively	did	women	function	within	male-dominated	organizations?	What	was	the	
impact	of	women’s	clubs	and	other	women’s	organizations?	What	were	the	origins	and	the	
impact	of	the	suffrage	movement	in	Texas?		
	
Chapter	12	“Oil,	Industrialization,	and	Urbanization”		
What	trigged	urban	growth?	Leadership?	Planning?	Was	rapid	urbanization	a	blessing	or	a	
curse?	Could	the	traditional	images	of	Texas	individualism	survive	pressures	of	urban	society?	
How	did	the	state	respond	to	problems	that	resulted?		
	
Chapter	13,	“Defining	Mexican	American	Identity	in	Texas”		
How	did	Mexican	Americans	define	themselves	and	envision	their	role	in	this	turbulent	time	
and	place,	and	how	did	they	organize	and	struggle	for	their	rights?		
	
Chapter	14,	“African	American	Struggle	for	Civil	Rights	in	Texas”	
How	did	the	civil	rights	struggle	in	Texas	differ	from	other	former	Confederate	states?	How	
significant	were	local	leadership	and	local	movements	compared	with	the	national,	and	how	
was	the	struggle	for	civil	rights	in	Texas	affected	by	national	political?		
	
Chapter	15	“Rise	of	the	Republican	Party	and	Transformation	of	Texas	Politics”		
Was	the	transformation	to	the	Republican	Party	due	to	the	failure	of	the	Democratic	Party	
leadership,	or	were	Republicans	more	attuned	to	the	social	and	demographic	changes	affecting	
Texans	in	the	last	half	of	the	20th	century?		
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Professor Pegoda – The True American Quiz 

Directions:  
This quiz is to provide students an opportunity to demonstrate their understandings of The True 
American: Murder and Mercy in Texas. Be detailed. Address how and why. Pace yourself – make sure to 
answer all questions. Please answer with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink in the allotted 
time of 40 minutes. Responses should be thought-out and demonstrate an understanding of the book. 
Remember this counts 5% of the semester average. Please answer the questions in the Bluebook 
provided. No resources are allowed except your one page of notes. Remember these notes must be 
submitted and must be on one side of an 8 ½” x 11” sheet of paper and must be double spaced in Times 
New Roman size 12 with 1” margins on each side. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank 
you.   
 

1. What does the title of the book mean? How does this book contribute to our notions of what 
qualifies as Texas History? Is this book Texas History? 
 

2. Who are the two main individuals discussed in the book? How representative are they of people 
in Texas? What adjectives would you use to describe the two main individuals, and why? Be 
detailed and consider the entire book. 
 

3. What was the significance of Olive Garden in the book? 
 

4. What is the significance of Islam in the book? 
 

5. How is the book critical of the United States? positive? Is it more critical or more positive? 
 

6. How does the book address notions of the “Texas Dream,” the so-called American Dream, and 
the role of Hollywood and culture generally? 
 

7. What is your opinion of the author? Is he (too) biased? (too) forgiving? (too) “anything goes”? 
 

8. What does this book suggest about the importance of historical context? 
 

9. Did you enjoy the book? Do you have other thoughts or comments about the book to share? 

 
 
 
Academic Honesty Pledge: Please remember that academic honesty is vital.  
By checking each item and signing below, I acknowledge that:  

• __________ I read the required book for this quiz.    

• __________ The ideas on this quiz are mine and mine alone.  

• __________ I alone made the permitted “cheat sheet” I used. (If applicable) 

• __________ I did not use any unauthorized resources during this quiz. 

• __________ I neither received, nor provided help to others during this quiz. 

• __________ I did not and will not talk to any of Professor Pegoda’s former, current, or future 
students about the questions on this quiz. 

• __________ I understand that if any part of this quiz is found to be plagiarized or based on 
information on the Internet, I will be caught and punished. 

• __________ I understand that the consequences for plagiarizing usually lead to an automatic 
“F” for the semester and an official report with the Vice President of Student Affairs.  
 
 

Signature: ____________________________________________________  



HIST2301.01, Texas History  
Professor Pegoda – Midterm Exam Study Guide 

Please read the following information carefully and use it to prepare for the midterm exam. As students study 
for the exam, they are only permitted to use material assigned or discussed this semester. If students have 
questions or need help, they are encouraged to visit with the professor or to form study groups.   
 
The midterm exam will take place on Thursday, October 13, 2016, from 11:00 am to 12:20 pm in our regular 
classroom. Students should bring several regular blue or black pens and a blank Bluebook with at least eight pages 
on regular sized-paper (8 ½” x 11”). Bluebooks can be bought at the Bookstore or elsewhere. On the exam day, 
they should come early and place the blank Bluebook on the front desk and wait for the exam to begin.  
 
Part one, terminology (20 points):  
Students will be given ten of the following terms on the midterm exam. Students will be asked to define each one 
clearly and concisely. Definitions must include more than a simple, technical definition. Instead, definitions should 
connect terms to the necessary peoples, times, and places, as appropriate and to Texas History, as appropriate. 
Responses should be no more than two sentences.  
 

• agency 

• Columbian Exchange 

• geopolitical 

• history 

• History 

• imagined community 

• intersectionality  

• Louisiana Purchase   

• manifest destiny 

• mores 

• primary source 

• racialization 

• secondary source 

• Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo

 
 
Part two, extended essay (80 points):  
Students will answer two of the following essay questions on the day of the midterm exam. Each essay should be 
approximately three-to-four pages. Students need to prepare for all of the possible essays, as there will not be any 
choice. Essays require much more than simple regurgitation. Rather, students must think about ideas, examples, 
and evidence from lectures, discussions, readings, and films and use them to support and develop strong essays. 
Essays that do not demonstrate knowledge of the reading will earn the grade of “F.” Since students have these 
questions well in advance, Professor Pegoda expects answers to be particularly developed, and he will grade 
accordingly. Students must come to class prepared and with an action plan. 
 
Essays must have an introduction with a thesis, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Students must consider and 
synthesize information from all course materials. Additionally, significance, speaking to change over time, and 
recognizing conflicting theories and perspectives, is most important. Keep in mind that while there are some 
wrong answers, there are many correct answers. Part of this assignment is seeing how students pull information 
together in creative ways. Likewise, students will not be able to (and shouldn’t) discuss everything. Students must 
plan, make choices, and pick the best examples to support the answers they wish to develop. There is no detailed 
checklist of “do they have this.” Spelling and grammar do not count, provided writing/ideas are understandable.  
 

1. Diverse groups, peoples, nations, and individuals with vastly differing motivations, hopes, and fears came 
to (or lived in) what we today call Texas from the 16th century to the 19th century. Who came, when, and 
why? How left and why? How did motivations differ according to one’s social group, sex, race, country-of-
origin, etc or the era? What kind of resistance or pushback resulted? Of those who stayed, who 
experienced the most change and least change, and why? 

 
2. Discuss the role of geography (i.e., location to other nations or cities, lakes, rivers, oceans, mountains, 

climate, soil, elevation, etc.) in Texas History from the early 15th century to the 1860s and 1870s. What 
were the geopolitical boundaries of “Texas”? How, when, and why were these boundaries established, 
challenged, changed, asserted, tested, and/or maintained? Where did cities develop, and where did 
important events occur? When and why? What areas were given significant attention, less attention, or 
no attention by incoming priests, conquistadors, travelers, filibusters, settlers, and others? When and 
why? How did all of this change overtime? Why is geography important when studying history? 



HIST2301.01, Texas History  
Professor Pegoda – Midterm Exam Study Guide 

 
3. Discuss the diplomatic and military conflicts that involved Texas from the 1490s through the 1870s. What 

conflicts occurred, when, and why? Briefly, what were the causes and consequences of these? 
Considering these collectively, what were the two most important causes, and why? What were the two 
most important consequences, and why? How do these conflicts relate to broader events in the Atlantic 
World and in the United States? What do these conflicts suggest about the values peoples of recent 
European origin brought with them, as well as the values held by Indians and Africans?  

 
4. Discuss relationships between hopes, fears, and events and corresponding mores, regulations, and laws 

(MRL) that developed in Texas History from the early 16th century to the 1860s and 1870s. What did 
these MRLs say? What were they responding to? Where they de facto or de jure? What gaps existed 
between MRLs, actual practices, and any enforcements/punishments? Why? How did people, those “in 
charge” and those supposed to follow, respond to MRLSs? Who challenged these codes? What happened 
if MRLs were not followed? How did MRLs change over time, and why?  

 
5. Discuss the legal nature of the entity called Texas and its relationship with other geopolitical entities. 

When did it develop, and why? How did it take shape over time? When did it change and why? How did 
other nations respond to and interact with Spanish Texas, French Texas, Mexican Texas, Texas, and Texas 
as a state in the United States? What factors led to a sustained and “successful” colony, nation, and state, 
how, and why? What are the criteria for having a nation, especially a successful one? Was Texas ever 
really its own nation? When and why did key turning points occur?   

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
During the exam, students may consult one one-sided 8½” x 11” sheet of notes. These notes must be TYPED, 
double spaced, and in Times New Roman size 12. This sheet may only contain phrases, outlines, reminders of a 
few key terms or readings, etc. This sheet may NOT include full sentences, full paragraphs, etc. Students must have 
their sheet of notes approved before taking the exam. MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES. Every semester 
someone comes with a sheet that violates these rules and is unable to use it. Students must turn this sheet of 
notes in with the exam. Students who make a good “cheat sheet” tend to do much better on the exams.  
 
Any form of cheating (using extra study aides, talking, having a phone out, etc.) will result in an automatic “F” in 
the class, and a report will be filed with Academic Affairs. As a reminder, no makeup exams will be given. Come 
to the exam on time and prepared to show everything you have learned. Students should plan to write the 
entire time. 
 



HIST2301.01,	Texas	History	 	
Professor	Pegoda	–	Midterm	Exam	(10/20/2016)	–	100	minutes		

Any	form	of	cheating	(using	extra	study	aides,	talking,	having	a	phone	out,	etc.)	will	result	in	
an	automatic	“F”	in	the	class,	and	a	report	will	be	filed	with	Academic	Affairs.	

DIRECTIONS:	Use	regular	blue	or	black	ink	only.	Use	complete	sentences.	Write	clearly.	Write	on	the	front	of	pages	
in	the	Bluebook	only.	Let	me	know	if	you	have	any	questions.	You	may	write	on	this	paper.		
	
Part	one,	terminology	(20	points):		
Define	each	of	the	following	clearly	and	concisely.	Definitions	must	include	more	than	a	simple,	
technical	definition.	Instead,	definitions	should	connect	terms	to	the	necessary	peoples,	times,	and	
places,	as	appropriate	and	to	Mexican	American	Studies,	as	appropriate.	Responses	should	be	no	more	
than	two	sentences.	
	
•	 Columbian	Exchange	
•	 geopolitical	
•	 History	
•	 imagined	community	

•	 intersectionality		
•	 Louisiana	Purchase			
•	 manifest	destiny	
•	 primary	source	

•	 racialization	
•	 Treaty	of	Guadalupe	

Hidalgo		

	
Part	two,	extended	essay	(80	points):		
Answer	the	two	essay	questions	that	follow.	Each	essay	should	be	approximately	three-to-four	pages.	
Essays	require	much	more	than	simple	regurgitation.	Rather,	think	about	ideas,	examples,	and	evidence	
from	lectures,	discussions,	readings,	and	films	and	use	them	to	support	and	develop	strong	essays.	
Essays	should	have	an	introduction	with	a	thesis,	body	paragraphs,	and	a	conclusion.	Essays	must	
consider	and	synthesize	information	from	all	course	materials.	Additionally,	significance,	speaking	to	
change	over	time,	and	recognizing	conflicting	theories	and	perspectives	is	most	important.		
	

Diverse	groups,	peoples,	nations,	and	individuals	with	vastly	differing	motivations,	hopes,	and	
fears	came	to	(or	lived	in)	what	we	today	call	Texas	from	the	16th	century	to	the	19th	century.	
Who	came,	when,	and	why?	How	left	and	why?	How	did	motivations	differ	according	to	one’s	
social	group,	sex,	race,	country-of-origin,	etc	or	the	era?	What	kind	of	resistance	or	pushback	
resulted?	Of	those	who	stayed,	who	experienced	the	most	change	and	least	change,	and	why?	
	
	
Discuss	the	diplomatic	and	military	conflicts	that	involved	Texas	from	the	1490s	through	the	
1870s.	What	conflicts	occurred,	when,	and	why?	Briefly,	what	were	the	causes	and	
consequences	of	these?	Considering	these	collectively,	what	were	the	two	most	important	
causes,	and	why?	What	were	the	two	most	important	consequences,	and	why?	How	do	these	
conflicts	relate	to	broader	events	in	the	Atlantic	World	and	in	the	United	States?	What	do	these	
conflicts	suggest	about	the	values	peoples	of	recent	European	origin	brought	with	them,	as	well	
as	the	values	held	by	Indians	and	Africans?		
	

Part	three,	extra	credit	(5	points):		
Using	the	blank	Texas	map	on	the	next	page,	label	the	following:		
	

• Brazos	River	
• Colorado	River	
• Nueces	River	

• Austin	
• San	Antonio	
• Houston	

• Brazoria	County	
• Dallas		
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Any	form	of	cheating	(using	extra	study	aides,	talking,	having	a	phone	out,	etc.)	will	result	in	
an	automatic	“F”	in	the	class,	and	a	report	will	be	filed	with	Academic	Affairs.	

	
	
	

	



HIST2301.01, Texas History 
Professor Pegoda – Semester Project 

 
For the semester project, students should demonstrate their cumulative knowledge of topics 
this semester. Students should focus their thoughts and analysis on the all-important question, 
“What is Texas History?” Students should also consider various conceptualizations and 
representations of all things related to Texas: What stories are told and aren’t told? How? 
Why? What is the role of primary and secondary sources? The more creative and original 
students are, the better projects will be.  
 
Requirements for this project are minimal, as to allow for maximum creativity. While the topic 
and direction is essentially completely open, students must use a combination of three primary 
and secondary sources of their choosing, in addition to primary and secondary sources assigned 
to the entire class and The True American: Murder and Mercy in Texas. Remember, primary 
sources provide direct information; secondary sources are about primary sources.  
 
Students will demonstrate the knowledge and research in a formal paper of at least 5 full pages 
and an 8-10-minute formal presentation to the class. Students must find coherent threads to 
connect their various sources. Explaining how and why is vital, too. 
 
The following provides some suggestions and starting points. Students must go beyond these 
starting points in order to earn the strongest grade possible. Students are likewise not limited 
to these suggestions: 
 

1. Watch and analyze a film that explicitly take places in Texas and depicts recent events in 
Texas History. Suggestions include: Bernie, Boyhood, and American Violet. How does the 
narrative in your film compare and contrast with other depictions of Texas? What does 
this say about Texas? Is this narrative dependent on an era called Texas? Would this 
narrative be different if set in another state, country, or era?   

 
2. Analyze and critique a documentary that covers an aspect of Texas History.  

 
3. Attend and critique a historical reenactment event that relates to some aspect of Texas 

history. OR participate in an historical reenactment event. Reflect on the experience. 
Talk to other actors. Compare performances with History. Pictures required. What 
experiences are included and excluded?  

 
4. Visit and critique an archive or museum that covers local, county, or state History 

related to Texas. OR interview a curator or archivist in person or by phone at a library or 
museum that covers local, county, or state History related to Texas. Good interviews will 
be at least 10-15 minutes and will be a conversation. Ask informed questions about how 
displays are chosen and constructed (the rhetoric of the display and plaques), etc. 
Provide questions and a paraphrase of his/her responses in your paper. Reflect on the 
process. Analyze his/her comments. Consider what agendas the museum/curator have. 



 

5. Interview family members (close friends can be interviewed, too) to develop various 
stories about life in Texas. When and why did your family come to Texas? Ask your 
family questions to gauge their understanding of Texas History. Have a conversation 
with them about historical memory and History. What do they say? How does this 
change or not change your own experience as a historical actor living in Texas? 

 

6. Interview a politician or government official. Ask him/her questions about their work 
and important issues in Texas History.  

 
7. Write a song, short story, or poem related to Texas History. Make a painting or some 

other kind of creative work that responds to and reflects events, themes, and peoples in 
Texas History. Analyze your own work.  

 
8. Take a stand on an important issue in Texas History that is particularly important to you. 

Create a Facebook page, go viral on Buzz Feed, write letters to the editor, etc. How do 
people respond? How do everyday voices have a role in everyday life?  

 
9. Critically reflect and analyze the everyday in terms of icons of Texas – consider BBQ, 

rodeos, cowboys, oil, the Confederate flag, etc. Why these symbols? Why are they 
important and to whom? How do these symbols compare to reality? Who and what are 
left out? Why? Talk to people. 

 

Academic honesty is very important and is required. For out-of-class assignments, including 
this assignment, students are prohibited from using sources beyond the sources being 
analyzed, doing so constitutes cheating. This means students MAY NOT reference any online 
sources or reviews about any books or films used. Students must complete this assignment 
INDEPENDENTLY. If students interview anyone as part of this project, students must keep 
careful track of who they interviewed, when, and where, as well as what they asked during the 
interview. Students are also prohibited from, for example, turning in the same paper as 
another student, submitting an paper bought online as their work, submitting a paper already 
submitted for another class, or having someone else write the paper for them. Students are 
only allowed to use their own knowledge and own observations. Students who cheat or 
plagiarize will be punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in an “F” for the course, as 
possible probation from Alvin Community College. In all cases, all violations of academic 
honesty will be reported to the administration. Students with questions should ask. Students 
are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as rules of common sense. 
 
For the proposal, students must detail what they are going to analyze and/or who they are 
going to interview. Students should generally describe what they are going to do and when they 
are going to do it, etc. While proposals must be a clear and specific as possible, students can 
certainly change part of the project, if needed. Remember that the proposal is due Thursday, 
October 6, 2016, at 11:00 am. Students who do not submit a proposal to Blackboard will 
receive a zero on the semester project.  



 
For the paper, don’t forget to use a creative title, paragraphs, etc. Be sure to review guidelines 
on the syllabus and those below for what is expected in terms of formatting. At the same time, 
be “creative,” too.  
 
The writing assignment is due Tuesday, November 22, 2016, at 11:00 am. The paper is only to 
be submitted to Blackboard, while students must bring a hard copy of the Academic Honesty 
Pledge to class. No late assignments will be accepted. Papers may be submitted early. 
Additionally, the professor will happily go over reviews and provide feedback before the 
deadline so that students have an opportunity to improve. Students seeking early feedback 
should contract the professor at least several days before the due date.  
 
Review the following for information about successful college and university writing. 
Grammar and writing style matter for this assignment.  
 
“Five Characteristics of College Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/five-characteristics-of-college-writing/  
 
“Checklist for Writing Assignments: 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/checklist-for-writing-assignments/  
 
The Oxford Comma, plus Every Comma Rule You Need to Know” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-
to-know/  
 
“Mastering the Semicolon, Colon, and Apostrophe”  
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/mastering-the-semicolon-colon-and-apostrophe/ 
 
“14 Must Know Rules of Grammar Guaranteed for Successful Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-
successful-writing/  
 
“Grading Rubric” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/ 
 
Additionally, please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman 
size 12, with one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and 
format count – please use Academic English (this means NOT using first person [e.g., the word 
“I”], text-message language, contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make 
more mistakes on grammar than on content, so be careful. Be sure and take the appropriate 
and necessary time to write a good, formal, publishable paper.  
 
For the presentation, students should treat this as a formal exercise, dressing and preparing 
appropriately. Presentations should make use of various visual aids. Students are advised 

http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/five-characteristics-of-college-writing/
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/checklist-for-writing-assignments/
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-to-know/
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-to-know/
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/mastering-the-semicolon-colon-and-apostrophe/
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-successful-writing/
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-successful-writing/
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/


against using PowerPoint but may do so provided that slides only consist of important 
quotations, images, and short video clips, etc., as needed. Students should be prepared to 
answer questions about their presentation. Presentations should demonstrate that students 
have rehearsed and prepared a polished product. Students should focus on speaking loudly, 
clearly, and with infliction. Presentations will take place during Week 14 and Week 15.   
 
The semester project is 15% of the semester grade, this will be broken down such that the 
paper will be 10% of the semester grade and the presentation 5%.   
 
All questions should be discussed with Professor Pegoda.  
 
I look forward to reading your papers and hearing your presentations! ☺  



Academic Honesty Pledge: This document is intended to remind all students about the 

importance of academic honestly. This is especially true for any students who wait until the last 

minute to work on this assignment. Do not make a poor and regrettable decision that will 

tarnish your academic credentials and academic future (i.e. do not use someone else’s 

ideas/paper and call it your own).  

By initialing each item and signing this document below (as appropriate), I acknowledge that:  

• __________ I personally completed all of the various readings, viewings, and/or 

interviews required for this assignment.   

• __________ The analysis in this paper are mine and mine alone.  

• __________ I did not use any sources from the Internet (including academic databases) 

to help write this paper or develop these ideas. 

• __________ I did not seek nor provide any assistance to other students in this course 

(current or former students) while preparing or writing this assignment.  

• __________ I did not buy this paper. 

• __________ I did not pay someone to write this paper.  

• __________ I understand that if any part of this paper is plagiarized, I will be caught and 

punished. 

• __________ I understand that the consequences for plagiarizing usually lead to an 

automatic “F” for the semester and a report with Academic Affairs at the University of 

Houston. 

Full Name (print): _____________________________________________ Date: __________ 

Signature: ____________________________________________________ ID#: _________ 



HIST2301.01, Texas History 
Professor Pegoda  

Student Activity 
 

Part I: Identify the following cities on your map.  
 
Houston 
San Antonio 
Dallas 
Austin 
Fort Worth 
El Paso 
Arlington 
Corpus Christi 
Plano 
Laredo 
Lubbock 
Irving 
Amarillo 
Grand Prairie 
Brownsville 
McKinney 
Mesquite 
Killeen 
McAllen 
Midland 
Waco 

Denton 
Abilene 
Beaumont 
Round Rock 
Pearland 
College Station 
Wichita Falls 
Lewisville 
Tyler 
San Angelo 
League City 
Allen 
Sugar Land 
Edinburg 
Mission 
Longview 
Bryan 
Pharr 
Baytown 
Missouri City 

Temple 
Flower Mound 
New Braunfels 
Conroe 
Victoria 
Cedar Park 
Harlingen 
Mansfield 
Georgetown 
San Marcos 
Rowlett 
Pflugerville 
Port Arthur 
DeSoto 
Grapevine 
Galveston 
Alpine 
Fort Stockton 
Paris 
Crystal City 

 
Part II: Identify the follow rivers on your map. 
 
Rio Grande 
Colorado 
Red 
Brazos 
Trinity 

Canadian 
Neches 
Sabine 
San Jacinto 
Pecos 

Nueces 
Guadelupe 
San Antonio 

 
Part III: Pick two or three cities you have never heard of before, google them, and find out a bit 
about them. Pick one or two rivers and do the same. 
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