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WGSS 2360: Introduction to Queer Studies1  
2360-04 (24401) Mo/We 1:00-2:20 pm; 2360-05 (24402) Mo/We 2:30-3:50 pm 

 

Professor: Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda2 Office: Agnes Arnold Hall 624  
Office Hours: Mo/We 11:30 am-12:45 pm; Tu/Th 1:30 pm-3:45 pm; & by appt. 
Email: ajpegoda@uh.edu Twitter: @AJP_PhD Website: http://andrewpegoda.com  
 

	
Queer is by definition whatever is at odds with the normal, the legitimate, the 
dominant. There is nothing in particular to which it necessarily refers. It is an 
identity without an essence. “Queer,” then, demarcates not a positivity but a 

positionality vis-à-vis the normative. 
 
Course Description: 
Introduction to Queer Studies (“Introduction to GLBT Studies,” as listed in the catalog) is an 
interdisciplinary survey-seminar that examines anthropological, biological, cultural, historical, 
philosophical, political, psychological, sociological, theological, and other theoretical 
perspectives related to people who identify or behave outside of heteronormative and/or 
cisgendernormative (cishet) frameworks. This course examines how gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, asexual, pansexual, intersex, non-binary, polyamorous, and other Queer peoples 
encounter and shape everyday life and how people and socially constructed institutions have 
respond to them, as well as the related hermeneutical circle. We will look at how and why social 
roles, identify formations, and experiences vary according to time, place, and intersectionalities--
especially, sexuality, class, race, religion, sex, gender, and (dis)ability--and positionalities. We 
will consider various ethical positions on important and contemporary issues and grapple with 
how these impacts our social and personal responsibility as Queer peoples, as activists, as 
advocates, as allies, and/or as people in a world with Queer peoples. 
Prerequisites: Students must have already completed ENGL1304.  
																																																								
1 This syllabus is tentative. Dr. Pegoda reserves the right to change any part of the course requirements, policies, 
deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of changes, which will always be announced in 
Blackboard. 
 
2 Students are welcome to address me as “Dr. Pegoda,” “Professor Pegoda,” or “Professor.” Read the following link, 
if interested, for information on why professors use such titles: https://andrewpegoda.com/2017/03/04/11-reasons-
why-i-go-by-dr-pegoda-in-the-classroom-and-professionally-depending-on-the-circumstances/. 	 
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Course Objectives: 
This course is CORE approved for Language, Philosophy, and Culture requirements and, 
therefore, must meet certain objectives and requirements per University of Houston and per State 
of Texas guidelines. Language, Philosophy, and Culture courses—even for students who have 
already fulfilled said CORE requirements—are reading and writing intensive and 1) focus on 
how ideas, values, beliefs, and other aspects of culture express and affect human experience, 2) 
explore ideas that foster aesthetic and intellectual creation in order to understand the human 
condition across cultures, and 3) emphasize Critical Thinking Skills, Communication Skills, 
Personal Responsibility, and Social Responsibility. 
 
Students will attain—through lectures, discussions, and primary and secondary texts (e.g., fiction 
and nonfiction, alphabetic and non-	alphabetic)—and demonstrate—through a variety of written 
and oral assessments—knowledge about Queer peoples and Queer Theory. Students will also 
increase their written and oral communication and critical thinking abilities.  
 
More specifically, at the end of this university class, students will have honed the ability to: 
• analyze intersections of gender, race, class, (dis)abiliy, and sexuality, for example, and their 

function in a multicultural, global society;  
• understand the ways in which sexuality and gender, with a particular focus on Queer Studies 

and Queer Theory, have been defined and explained;  
• analyze representations of Queer peoples and Queerness;  
• think critically about gender and sexuality through discussions of some of the major issues that 

are the subject of public policy debates, including identity, theology, sex, rape, education, 
marriage, homelessness, adoption, and HIV/AIDS; 

• understand the history of Queer peoples, as well as internal discrimination within the Queer 
community; 

• apply interdisciplinary research skills; and  
• have working knowledge of Queer Theory and its application to texts. 
 
 
Course Structure: 
Class time will generally be devoted to discussing assigned readings or viewings and related 
topics, to viewing various video clips and discussing them, to listening to interactive lectures, to 
completing small group assignments, and to having conversations about how issues of gender 
and sexuality affect us personally. The priority will always be focused on truly learning (which 
requires actively reading, discussing, debating, listening, and asking questions) important topics 
related to Queer Studies. Therefore, students must come to class prepared.  
 
Students must always be taking notes of some kind (preferably in a notebook, especially 
during discussions) and must have the assigned readings out on their desks.  
 
We will focus on theory the entire semester. The first part of the semester focuses on History and 
building theoretical frameworks. The second part of the semester focuses on current issues, as 
well as miscellaneous topics according to the professor’s and students’ current interests.  
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Please keep in mind that you do not have to identify, for example, as LGBT, LGBTQQIAAP, 
Queer, genderqueer, or identify at all to enjoy and to succeed in this class. 
 
 
Saying that the #Orlando dead & injured were "first and foremost human beings" 

is ironically the first step in de-gaying & de-browning them. 
 
 
Assigned Readings: 
• Michael Bronski, A Queer History of the United States 
• Amy Ellis Nutt, Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family 
• Jane Ward, Not Gay: Sex between Straight White Men 
• Bruce Burgett, et al., eds., Keywords in American Cultural Studies, Second Edition (strongly 

recommended) 
 

Additionally, students will have numerous articles to read that will be posted in Blackboard. All 
of the required and recommended books are on reserve in the University of Houston M.D. 
Anderson Library for students to use for two hours at a time. There is no excuse for not having 
the book. Finally, students will need to watch a few movies. These are available at the library, at 
the UH LGBTQ Resource Center, and/or at various online retailers, sometimes for free with 
various “free trials.”   
 
 
Required Supplies: 
Students are also required to bring the following to each class: regular-sized white notebook 
paper for assignments; a spiral notebook for activities and notes; blue or black pens; and a folder 
or binder for hard copies of important course material. Students will need one Bluebook from the 
bookstore. Bluebooks must be 8 ½” x 11” and have 8-10 leaves/16-20 pages. Finally, students 
must make use of Dropbox, GoogleDrive, or other similar free service that constantly backup 
files – students who use such a service will never have to worry about computers dying.  
 
 
Course Requirements: 
Assessment Date Grade Percentage 
Syllabus Quiz August 23 Pass/Fail Requirement  
Assignments  35% 
Observation Project September 30 15% 
Midterm Exam October 11 15% 
Film Project November 18 15% 
Final Exam November 29 10% 
Participation   10% 

 
Students are required to read all assigned material before coming to class and to complete all 
assessments (and to keep those assignments for the duration of the semester). Given this is a 16-
week course, students should be prepared to devote an average of 6-9 hours (or an hour daily) 
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outside of class each week to reading, writing, researching, and thinking. Specifically, a 
student’s grade is based on their academic performance on a variety of (mostly low-stakes) 
assessments, as well as participation. Brief descriptions follow. Separate handouts on Blackboard 
provide extensive detail for each.  
 
Students regularly complete small response-style assignments, including quizzes, both in- and 
out-of-class. The lowest two such grades will be dropped automatically. Students take two 
comprehensive exams. Both include written components. Study guides will be provided in 
advanced. Students also complete two small research projects, each will result in a major paper. 
 
Because, historically, most student do not read the syllabus as indicated by questions asked and 
mistakes made, students must take a syllabus quiz (unlimited attempts permitted) in Blackboard 
and earn a 100% before they can earn any grades or see course content.  
 
Except for the two projects which are due on Saturdays at 11:59 PM, regular assignments will be 
due before class at 11:00 AM, so that Dr. Pegoda has enough time to look at submissions before 
class. Every semester students request that assignments be due at a different time: Plan 
appropriately, and plan ahead, and the 11:00 AM deadline will be fine. All out-of-class work is 
only considered “submitted” when submitted online to Blackboard in the appropriate dropbox as 
a .doc or .docx file.  
 
Please note that late work/makeup work is not allowed for any assessments, whether in-class or 
out-of-class. No exceptions. No excuses. Start early. Be on time. Students who miss just a few 
small assignments, will be fine. However, exceptions will, of course, be considered for 
documented, extended emergencies.  
 
Extra Credit will be offered occasionally. Students can also receive extra credit for attending 
relevant events on campus and completing a short response. Students should not ask for extra 
credit. Students are not eligible for extra credit if they skip a major assessment, more than 40% 
of smaller assessments, or have excessive absences.  
 
 
Explanation of Grading Policy: 
Students will not receive “number grades,” as is common in Humanities and Liberal Arts classes. 
Instead, work (especially major assessments) will be assigned a letter grade based on the general 
course rubric, which is located at https://andrewpegoda.com/teaching/grading-rubric/. The 
“checks” system will be used on less formal assessments. Given that our educational system is 
based on grades, the letter grades and check grades have approximate numerical values used for 
purposes of averaging. However, each student’s grades, overall performance, and improvement 
are manually reviewed before final letter grades are assigned. Students are always encouraged to 
ask questions about graded work but after 24 hours upon seeing any grade or feedback.  
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Approximations are as follows:  
A+ ≈98%  C ≈75%  + ≈98% 
A ≈95%  C- ≈70%  √+ ≈92% 
A- ≈91%  D+ ≈68%  √ ≈85% 
B+ ≈88%  D ≈65%  √- ≈73% 
B ≈85%  D- ≈60%  - ≈65% 
B- ≈81%  F ≈50%  F ≈50% 
C+ ≈78%       

NHI (F) = Not Handed In  
 
Final grades will be assigned according to the following: 
93-100, A 
90-92, A- 
 

87-89, B+ 
83-86, B 
80-82, B- 

77-79, C+ 
73-76, C 
70-72, C- 

67-69, D+ 
63-66, D 
60-62, D- 

Below 60, academic dishonesty case, or failure to complete course at least 60% of all course 
assessment categories as listed on the table above, F.  
 
Incompletes are only considered when students have extreme and documented emergencies, 
have been passing, and are unable to complete the course. 
 
Withdrawals are possible prior to the published deadlines; however, students should always talk 
to Dr. Pegoda first. Please keep in mind: The Texas Legislature passed a ruling that limits the 
number of classes a student can drop during their years as an undergraduate student to six. This 
policy applies to any student who was a first-time college freshmen in the Fall 2007 or later and 
who attends a public college in Texas.  
 
 
Classroom Etiquette and Special Notes About Participation: 
Enrollment in this course acknowledges the intent to learn, and the professor is committed to 
creating and maintaining an open and productive intellectually engaging learning environment. 
In college, we celebrate differences and diversity and intersectionalities. This class and my office 
will always be a safe place and judgment free zone. However, at the same time, the classroom 
will always be a place where we are challenged and uncomfortable at times. Further, this is a 
college course, and students should know that anything is fair game. College classrooms are 
unique places where diverse ideas, opinions, and perspectives are welcomed and should be 
shared--respectfully. In humanities and liberal arts classes, there are not “exact” answers as there 
are in math classes. Additionally, professors (and students) have the academic freedom to discuss 
anything they desire within the bounds of common decency and good taste, as related broadly to 
course themes. Readings, videos, images, and discussions, etc., will provoke strong feelings, as 
they should. Given the nature of college classes, readings, videos, and other course materials will 
sometimes address “taboo” or explicit content. Our reactions to these topics will vary by age, 
experience, and interest and should provoke anger or disgust or curiosity or sadness and many 
other feelings. Discussing these feelings and reactions in a respectful, open-minded way is vital. 
Students should also remember that they do not yet know enough to “disagree,” per se, with the 
methods and theories with which scholars study and share knowledge.  
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Text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering phones, talking out of turn, and other behaviors that 
impede learning are prohibited. Students are responsible for knowing and following common 
sense. Disruptive students will be instructed to leave class. Being “present” counts as: arriving on 
time and remaining the entire period; coming prepared with copies of assigned readings out on 
the desk; access to paper and blue or black pens, etc; actively taking notes; behaving 
appropriately; having informed contributions; and completing miscellaneous in-class work with 
satisfactory performance; etc. Students are, of course, welcome to bring drinks and snacks to 
class, as well as use technology to enhance the learning process. There are no “excused 
absences.” Except for on-going situations, students do not need to email if they will miss one 
class. Students who have FIVE or more absences, as defined here, will receive a failing grade 
for participation. For each absence after the fifth absence, students will also lose one point off 
their final average. Students who have perfect/near perfect attendance, who regularly volunteer 
with questions and answers, who help break the ice, who actively listen to others, and/or who are 
respectful toward all will receive an “A” in participation. Students with concerns should ask.   
 
 
Formatting Requirements for Assessments: 
For in-class assessments, students must write clearly using complete sentences, using 
regular blue or black ink, and using regular-sized white paper. No pencil, no pink, no purple, 
no neon blue – any other work will not be graded. It is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s 
eyes. Work submitted without a (clearly written) full name will also not be graded. No white-out 
either, please – simply, scratch out mistakes. Write on every line, too.  
 
Out-of-class assessments must follow college conventions. Spelling, grammar, and format 
count—use Academic English (e.g., this means NO first person, text-message language, 
contractions, clichés, slang). This work must be in Times New Roman size 12 with one-inch 
margins on all four sides and double-spaced. Additionally, use paragraphs and creative titles for 
assignments! Papers should not include any kind of heading, including the student’s name. 
Additionally, do not use any quotations.  
 
 
Communication with Dr. Pegoda: 
Students are more than welcome to email Dr. Pegoda at any time. They should truly always feel 
free to ask questions, to express concerns, to share something interesting, or even to send a draft 
of minor or major work before final submissions are due. As Dr. Pegoda is teaching five classes 
during the Fall 2017 semester and has about 150 students, please always include your full name, 
class, and class time in the body of messages.  Students should not email to ask for extra credit, 
to explain one absence, or to ask a question that can quickly be answered by asking in class, by 
looking at the syllabus, or by looking at Blackboard Announcements (which will be used all the 
time to send related information, updates, etc.), for example. Emails will generally be answered 
very quickly but always within 48 hours – if students have not received a reply within that 
amount of time, they should resend the email as it was not received. Students are also welcome 
to follow Dr. Pegoda on Twitter, Facebook, Wordpress, etc. For more information, please see: 
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-professors/. 
If students receive a personal email from Dr. Pegoda, a prompt reply is expected.    
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Blackboard Notice: 
Students must familiarize themselves with Blackboard and sign in several times each week, as it 
will be used to distribute announcements, assessments, handouts, grades, etc. Students should 
also confirm that the grade listed in Blackboard under “My Grades” is correct. Technical 
problems with Blackboard should be reported to the appropriate HelpDesk, not to Dr. Pegoda. 
Technological issues at the last minute will not result in an exception to the aforementioned no 
late work/no makeup work policy  
 
 
Academic Honesty, AKA Cheating: 
Students are expected to abide by the highest standards of academic honesty. Students who 
stay on top of their studying, ask good questions, work ahead, and complete assignments as 
instructed should have no problem. Although note that this course uses plagiarism detection 
software. For this class, students must always clearly acknowledge the origin of all information. 
Ideas, facts, and other information must be appropriately cited and said information must come 
from course materials. In particular, for the two projects, students are prohibited from consulting 
or using any outside information, other people, or other readings. Students should always still 
use parenthetical citations to reference course material, as needed. Student must always complete 
all work independently; although, group studying is strongly encouraged. During in-class 
assignments, students are also prohibited from any form of cheating or plagiarism.  
 
Violations will usually result in an automatic “F” for the class. NO EXCEPTIONS. All 
violations will be reported to the administration, as required, and students will run the risk of 
being expelled from the University of Houston. Students who have questions should ask. 
Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as common sense. Again, 
however, students who study and do their own work, will be just fine.  
 
 
Copyright Notice: 
Unless otherwise noted, all materials are the intellectual property of the professor and are 
copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from being paid for taking, selling, or otherwise 
transferring for value, class notes or other information made during this course to any entity. In 
addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to 
disciplinary action from the administration. Copyrighted © Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-
2017. All copyright protections reserved for all original material presented in this course. 
 
 
 

Queer Studies is an interdisciplinary field that critiques the ways in which gender 
and sexuality are constructed and policed and, further, imagines liberatory futures 

for people of all genders and sexualities. 
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University Required Statement:Accommodations: 
When possible and according to 504/ADA guidelines, Dr. Pegoda will attempt to provide 
reasonable academic accommodations to students who request and require them. Students must 
first register with the Center for Students with DisABILITIES (CSD) and then present 
documentation to the professor during the first week of class or as soon as a disability arises. 
Students are responsible for providing paperwork and handling communication between the 
professor and the CSD, as well as reminding the professor about accommodations. 
 
 
University Required Statement:Gender and Violence: 
According to various University of Houston System and federal policies, employees at the 
University of Houston are considered “Responsible Employees.” Title IX requires that faculty 
who become aware of a student who has experienced any form of sexual harassment, sexual 
assault, or relationship violence at any time report such information to the Title IV Coordinator, 
Dr. Richard Anthony Baker. This includes any information shared with faculty, even information 
in an assessment or discussion. Given the nature of the university experience and of life, such 
examples might come up during a discussion. Students are welcome to discuss any such example 
in the third person: “My friend…” HOWEVER, the University of Houston System is especially 
concerned about any type of sexual violence--including stalking in-person or online, hazing, or 
rape, that might have occurred on campus and/or between students.   
 
Students with questions about this should speak with Dr. Pegoda. They may also speak with Dr. 
Baker at 713.743.8835 or at eos@uh.edu. The University’s Women and Gender Resource 
Center’s Ashely Griffin is a confidential resource for faculty, staff, and students. Ms. Griffin can 
be reached at 713.743.1076 or at agriffin3@uh.edu. This center also has free resources and 
information related to all aspects of sexual/personal health. In addition, the following contact 
information might be useful: UH Emergency Number 713.743.3333; Counseling and 
Psychological Services 713.743.5454; Student Health Center 713.743.5151. 
 
 
University Required Statement:Counseling and Psychological Services Statement: 
CAPS can help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to college, or 
feeling sad and hopeless. Students may reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713.743.5454 
during and after business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in 
crisis. No appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service 
at convenient locations and hours around campus.        
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It’s so disturbing to see that Confederate flag disappear and the rainbow flag 

appear, when we all know that the world is just as racist, homophobic, patriarchal, 
and transphobic as it was yesterday, and that the consequences of that hate are 

unevenly meted out. 
 
 
(Tentative) Course Calendar: 
8/21: Introduction to Queer Studies  
 
8/23: Introduction to Queer Studies (continued)  
BCTC3: Assignment #1 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords Introduction and #15, 43, and 52 
 
8/28: Gender vs. Sex 
BCTC: Not Gay, Ch. 1 and read ahead and Assignment #2 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords #20, 28 
 
8/30: Queering History 
BCTC: Queer History, Ch. 1-5 
 Recommended: Keywords #46 
 
9/4: Labor Day – Holiday 
 
9/6: Toward Identity: Modernism and Sexology 
BCTC: Queer History, Ch. 6-8 
 
9/11: The Birth of Sexual Orientations 
BCTC: Not Gay, Ch. 2 and Assignment #3 Due 
 
9/13: Western Science and the Queer Body 
BCTC: BB Packet  
 Recommended: Keywords #7, 16, 30, 37, and 44 
 
9/18: From Capitalism, Cities, and Queer Identity to Stonewall Moments 
BCTC: Queer History, Ch. 9-10 and A Murder in Montrose (YouTube) and Response  

Assignment #4 Due 
 

																																																								
3 BCTC stands for any texts (films, readings, etc.) or assignments that need to be read, studied, or completed Before 
Coming To Class that day. 
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9/20: Discovering and Uncovering Personal Identities 
BCTC: BB Packet and read ahead 

Recommended: Keywords #9, 24, and 48 and Spectrum South – The Voice of the Queer 
South (https://www.spectrumsouth.com/about/meet-the-team/) 

 
9/25: Born This Way?: Rhetoric, Science, Implications 
BCTC: Not Gay, Ch. 3 and BB Packet and Assignment #5 Due 
 
9/27: White Gay Men: Oppressed and Oppressor 
BCTC: BB Packet 

**************OBSERVATION PROJECT DUE 9/30 ************** 
 
10/2: Lesbian Feminism and Gay Men 
BCTC: BB Packet and Assignment #6 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords #27 
 
10/4: Queers Beyond the West 
BCTC: BB Packet and Assignment #7 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords #6, 8, 10, 29, and 31 

**************We will not meet face-to-face today************** 
 
10/9: Catchup and Review 
BCTC: PBS Frontline: Growing up Trans (free online) 
 
10/11: MIDTERM EXAM 
 
10/16: Queer Youth: Disease, Poverty, Homelessness 
BCTC: BB Packet and Begin, Becoming Nicole and Assignment #8 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords #64 
 
10/18: Transgender Queers: Myth vs. Reality 
BCTC: Cont, Becoming Nicole and BB Packet 
 
10/23: Experiences of Transgender Queers 
BCTC: Becoming Nicole, entire volume and Assignment #9 Due 
 
10/25: Racialization, AIDS, History, and Film 
BCTC: Boys on the Side and BB Packet  
 Recommended: Keywords #2, 3, 4, 5, 32, 36, and 53 
 
10/30: Whiteness, Disability, and Film 
BCTC: As Good As It Gets and BB Packet and Assignment #10 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords #19 and 54 
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11/1: Queer Representations: Reel vs. Real 
BCTC: BB Packet and Assignment #11 Due 
 Recommended: Keywords #41 
 
11/6: Queer(ing?) Marriage and Homonormativity 
BCTC: BB Packet  
 Recommended: Keywords #37, 40, and 49 
 
11/8: Sexual Diversities  
BCTC: BB Packet and Assignment #12 Due 
  
11/13: Sexual Acts?: Monogamy, Hazing, Hooking up 
BCTC: Not Gay, Ch. 4-5 and BB Packet and Assignment #13 Due 
 
11/15: Queer Theism and Atheism 
BCTC: BB Packet  
 Recommended: Keywords #34, 55, 56, and 57 

**************FILM PROJECT DUE 11/18 ************** 
 
11/20: Queer Wellness  
BCTC: BB Packet 
 Recommended: Keywords #1, 11, 18, 22, 26, and 45 
 
11/22: Thanksgiving – Holiday  
 
11/27: Queerness and Beyond  
 
11/29: Queerness and Beyond   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND FINALLY, Take Note: 
Welcome! Students who attend class, take notes, participate, read the required readings, and who 
study actively and deeply, will have no problem earning a high grade. Students who attend 
class and make good-faith efforts to participate and learn are (almost) guaranteed to pass 
the class. This course, like a college course should be, is challenging, but very manageable and 
very rewarding, if students apply themselves and plan ahead. Starting early, applying critical 
thinking, AND FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS are number one when it comes to being 
academically successful. Students are welcome to and are encouraged to form study groups. 
 


