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ENGL 1304: First Year Writing II:  
Cross-Cultural Mores and Rituals1  

1304-18 (12802) Tu/Th 4:00-5:20 pm; 1304-26 (12804) Tu/Th 10:00-11:20 pm 
 

Professor: Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda2 Office: Agnes Arnold Hall 624   
Office Hours: Mo/We 11:30 am-12:45 pm; Tu/Th 1:30 pm-3:45 pm; & by appt.  
Email: ajpegoda@uh.edu Twitter: @AJP_PhD Website: http://andrewpegoda.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Course Description: 
Through anthropological, biological, cultural, historical, philosophical, political, psychological, 
sociological, theological, and other theoretical perspectives, First Year Writing II: Cross-
Cultural Mores and Rituals is an interdisciplinary survey-seminar that explores the rhetoric of 
how and why people and societies behave and believe the way they do. Through this theme, 
students will develop their research skills, reading skills, written and oral communication skills, 
as we as their critical thinking abilities and multicultural awareness. Additionally, we will 
discuss the basics of linguistics (e.g., grammar, mechanics), as needed, and explore argument, 
audience, editing, logical fallacies, plagiarism, point-of-view, revision, sources, among other 
topics according to the professor’s and students’ interests and needs.  
 
Prerequisites: Students must have already completed ENGL1303 (or the equivalent). Students 
who do not meet this prerequisite cannot remain in the course and cannot receive credit.  
																																																								
1 This syllabus is tentative. Dr. Pegoda reserves the right to change any part of the course requirements, policies, 
deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of changes, which will always be announced in 
Blackboard. 
 
2 Students are welcome to address me as “Dr. Pegoda,” “Professor Pegoda,” or “Professor.” Read the following link, 
if interested, for information on why professors use such titles: https://andrewpegoda.com/2017/03/04/11-reasons-
why-i-go-by-dr-pegoda-in-the-classroom-and-professionally-depending-on-the-circumstances/. 	 
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Course Structure: 
Class time will generally be devoted to discussing assigned student writings, readings or 
viewings, and related topics, to viewing various video clips and discussing them, to listening to 
interactive lectures, to completing small group assignments, and to having conversations about 
the rhetoric of cross-cultural mores and rituals. The priority will always be focused on truly 
learning (which requires actively reading, discussing, debating, listening, and asking questions) 
important topics related to analyzing and exercising effective rhetoric. Therefore, students must 
come to class prepared.  
 
Students must always be taking notes of some kind (preferably in a notebook, especially 
during discussions) and must have the assigned readings out on their desks.  
 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course is CORE approved for Communication requirements and, therefore, must meet 
certain objectives and requirements per University of Houston and per State of Texas guidelines. 
Specifically, English 1304 (First Year Writing II) satisfies three of the six hours of the 
Communication Component Area of the Texas Core Curriculum. The UH catalog describes this 
course as a detained study of the principles of rhetoric as applied to analyzing and writing 
argumentative and persuasive essays; principles and methods of research, culminating in writing 
a substantial research paper. Therefore, Communication classes are reading and writing intensive 
and emphasize 1) critical thinking skills—to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and 
analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of information; 2) communication skills—to include 
effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual 
communication; 3) personal responsibility—to include the ability to connect choices, actions, 
and consequences to ethnical decision-making; and 4) team work—to include the ability to 
consider different points of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared goal or 
purpose.  
 
Students will attain—through lectures, discussions, regular exercises, and primary and secondary 
texts—and demonstrate—through a variety of written and oral assessments—across-the-
curriculum knowledge about effective rhetoric and research through the lens of cross-cultural 
mores and rituals.  
 
More specifically, in this university class: 
• Students will understand and demonstrate writing processes including invention, organization, 

drafting, revision, editing, and presentation, developing teamwork through such classroom 
techniques as peer review and class discussion. 

• Students will understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose, and make 
appropriate written, oral, and visual communication choices in such areas as voice, tone, level 
of formality, etc. 

• Students will develop the ability to use critical thinking, writing, and reading for inquiry and 
research; i.e., find, evaluate, and analyze appropriate primary and secondary sources; integrate 
one’s own ideas with the ideas of others; and write a research paper that conforms to the 
standards of the discipline, using a consistent documentation style (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago). 

• Students will explore issues of personal responsibility in class and in their writing.   
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Assigned Readings: 
• Dorothy U. Seyler, Read, Reason, Write: An Argument Text and Reader, 11th ed. (with MLA 

2016 updates). Print or Digital. This edition is required.  
• Blackboard packets.  
 
Students are expected to read assignments before the class for which they are assigned, and they 
are expected to bring a copy of the readings to class. Of course, students will have addition 
readings to complete for their major papers. Other readings (or viewings) might be announced. 
Students looking for a sloid grammar book should invest in a copy of The Elements of Style. For 
students needing detailed assistance with grammar The Bedford Handbook is excellent, as is The 
Purdue Online Writing Lab.  
 
 
Required Supplies: 
Students are also required to bring the following to each class: regular-sized white notebook 
paper for assignments; a spiral notebook for activities and notes; blue or black pens; and a folder 
or binder for hard copies of important course material. Finally, students must make use of 
Dropbox, GoogleDrive, or other similar free service that constantly backup files – students who 
use such a service will never have to worry about computers dying.  
 
 
Course Requirements: 
Assessment Date Grade Percentage 
Syllabus Quiz August 24 Pass/Fail Requirement  
Assignments  35% 
Definition Essay  September 23, 11:59 PM 15% 
Source Analysis Essay October 21, 11:59 PM 15% 
Research Argument Essay November 30, 4:00 PM 20% 
Reflection Essay  November 30, 4:00 PM   5% 
Participation   10% 

 
Students are required to read all assigned material before coming to class and to complete all 
assessments (and to keep those assignments for the duration of the semester). Given this is a 16-
week course, students should be prepared to devote an average of 6-9 hours (or an hour daily) 
outside of class each week to reading, writing, researching, and thinking. Specifically, a 
student’s grade is based on their academic performance on a variety of (mostly low-stakes) 
assessments, as well as participation. Brief descriptions follow. Separate handouts on Blackboard 
provide extensive detail for each.  
 
Students regularly complete small response-style assignments, including quizzes, both in- and 
out-of-class. (The course calendar indicates when at-home assignments are due.) The lowest two 
such grades will be dropped automatically. Additionally, students write three longer, researched, 
and documented essays. Students will also complete a reflection essay at the end of the semester. 
Students will regularly complete multiple drafts of assessments. Students may revise any of the 
major essays as many times as they would like up until November 30 at 4:00 pm. 
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Because, historically, most student do not read the syllabus as indicated by questions asked and 
mistakes made, students must take a syllabus quiz (unlimited attempts permitted) in Blackboard 
and earn a 100% before they can earn any grades or see course content.  
 
All out-of-class (small) assignments are due two hours before class, so that Dr. Pegoda has 
enough time to look at submissions before class. Every semester students request that 
assignments be due at a different time: Plan appropriately, and plan ahead, and the deadline will 
be fine. All out-of-class work is only considered “submitted” when submitted online to 
Blackboard in the appropriate dropbox as a .doc or .docx file.  
 
Please note that late work/makeup work is not allowed for any assessments, whether in-class or 
out-of-class. No exceptions. No excuses. Start early. Be on time. Students who miss just a few 
small assignments, will be fine. However, exceptions will, of course, be considered for 
documented, extended emergencies.  
 
Small extra credit opportunities will be offered occasionally; however, students should not ask 
for extra credit. 
 
 
Explanation of Grading Policy: 
Students will not receive “number grades,” as is common in Humanities and Liberal Arts classes. 
Instead, work (especially major assessments) will be assigned a letter grade based on the general 
course rubric, which is located at https://andrewpegoda.com/teaching/grading-rubric/. The 
“checks” system will be used on less formal assessments. Given that our educational system is 
based on grades, the letter grades and check grades have approximate numerical values used for 
purposes of averaging. However, each student’s grades, overall performance, and improvement 
are manually reviewed before final letter grades are assigned. Students are always encouraged to 
ask questions about graded work but only after 24 hours upon seeing any grade or feedback.  
 
Approximations are as follows:  
A+ ≈98%  C ≈75%  + ≈98% 
A ≈95%  C- ≈70%  √+ ≈92% 
A- ≈91%  D+ ≈68%  √ ≈85% 
B+ ≈88%  D ≈65%  √- ≈73% 
B ≈85%  D- ≈60%  - ≈65% 
B- ≈81%  F ≈50%  F ≈50% 
C+ ≈78%       

NHI (F) = Not Handed In  
 
Final grades will be assigned according to the following: 
93-100, A 
90-92, A- 
 

87-89, B+ 
83-86, B 
80-82, B- 

77-79, C+ 
73-76, C 
70-72, C- 

67-69, D+ 
63-66, D 
60-62, D- 

Below 60, academic dishonesty case, or failure to complete course at least 60% of all course 
assessment categories as listed on the table above, F.  
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Incompletes are only considered when students have extreme and documented emergencies, 
have been passing, and are unable to complete the course. 
Withdrawals are possible prior to the published deadlines; however, students should always talk 
to Dr. Pegoda first. Please keep in mind: The Texas Legislature passed a ruling that limits the 
number of classes a student can drop during their years as an undergraduate student to six. This 
policy applies to any student who was a first-time college freshmen in the Fall 2007 or later and 
who attends a public college in Texas.  
 
 
Classroom Etiquette and Special Notes About Participation: 
Enrollment in this course acknowledges the intent to learn, and the professor is committed to 
creating and maintaining an open and productive intellectually engaging learning environment. 
In college, we celebrate differences and diversity and intersectionalities. This class and my office 
will always be a safe place and judgment free zone. However, at the same time, the classroom 
will always be a place where we are challenged and uncomfortable at times. Further, this is a 
college course, and students should know that anything is fair game. College classrooms are 
unique places where diverse ideas, opinions, and perspectives are welcomed and should be 
shared--respectfully. In humanities and liberal arts classes, there are not “exact” answers as there 
are in math classes. Additionally, professors (and students) have the academic freedom to discuss 
anything they desire within the bounds of common decency and good taste, as related broadly to 
course themes. Readings, videos, images, and discussions, etc., will provoke strong feelings, as 
they should. Given the nature of college classes, readings, videos, and other course materials will 
sometimes address “taboo” or explicit content. Our reactions to these topics will vary by age, 
experience, and interest and should provoke anger or disgust or curiosity or sadness and many 
other feelings. Discussing these feelings and reactions in a respectful, open-minded way is vital. 
Students should also remember that they do not yet know enough to “disagree,” per se, with the 
methods and theories with which scholars study and share knowledge.  
 
Text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering phones, talking out of turn, and other behaviors that 
impede learning are prohibited. Students are responsible for knowing and following common 
sense. Disruptive students will be instructed to leave class. Being “present” counts as: arriving on 
time and remaining the entire period; coming prepared with copies of assigned readings out on 
the desk; access to paper and blue or black pens, etc; actively taking notes; behaving 
appropriately; having informed contributions; and completing miscellaneous in-class work with 
satisfactory performance; etc. Students are, of course, welcome to bring drinks and snacks to 
class, as well as use technology to enhance the learning process. There are no “excused 
absences.” Except for on-going situations, students do not need to email if they will miss one 
class. Students who have FIVE or more absences, as defined here, will receive a failing grade 
for participation. For each absence after the fifth absence, students will also lose one point off 
their final average. Students who have perfect/near perfect attendance, who regularly volunteer 
with questions and answers, who help break the ice, who actively listen to others, and/or who are 
respectful toward all will receive an “A” in participation. Students with concerns should ask.   
 
For more information on classroom behavior please see “Expectations of Students for a 
Conductive Learning Environment” in the UH Student Handbook. The English Department 
endorses these policies and expects students to abide by them. 
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Formatting Requirements for Assessments: 
For in-class assessments, students must write clearly using complete sentences, using 
regular blue or black ink, and using regular-sized white paper. No pencil, no pink, no purple, 
no neon blue – any other work will not be graded. It is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s 
eyes. Work submitted without a (clearly written) full name will also not be graded. No white-out 
either, please – simply, scratch out mistakes. Write on every line, too.  
 
Out-of-class assessments must follow college conventions, as outlined on assignment sheets 
and during class discussions.  
 
 
Communication with Dr. Pegoda: 
Students are more than welcome to email Dr. Pegoda at any time. They should truly always feel 
free to ask questions, to express concerns, to share something interesting, or even to send a draft 
of minor or major work before final submissions are due. As Dr. Pegoda is teaching five classes 
during the Fall 2017 semester and has about 150 students, please always include your full name, 
class, and class time in the body of messages.  Students should not email to ask for extra credit, 
to explain one absence, or to ask a question that can quickly be answered by asking in class, by 
looking at the syllabus, or by looking at Blackboard Announcements (which will be used all the 
time to send related information, updates, etc.), for example. Emails will generally be answered 
very quickly but always within 48 hours – if students have not received a reply within that 
amount of time, they should resend the email as it was not received. Students are also welcome 
to follow Dr. Pegoda on Twitter, Facebook, Wordpress, etc. For more information, please see: 
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-professors/. 
If students receive a personal email from Dr. Pegoda, a prompt reply is expected.    
 
 
Blackboard Notice: 
Students must familiarize themselves with Blackboard and sign in several times each week, as it 
will be used to distribute announcements, assessments, handouts, grades, etc. Students should 
also confirm that the grade listed in Blackboard under “My Grades” is correct. Technical 
problems with Blackboard should be reported to the appropriate HelpDesk, not to Dr. Pegoda. 
Technological issues at the last minute will not result in an exception to the aforementioned no 
late work/no makeup work policy  
 
 
Academic Honesty, AKA Cheating: 
Students are expected to abide by the highest standards of academic honesty. Students who 
stay on top of their studying, ask good questions, work ahead, and complete assignments as 
instructed should have no problem. Although note that this course uses plagiarism detection 
software. For this class, students must always do their own work and must always clearly 
acknowledge the origin of all information. Ideas, facts, and other information must be 
appropriately cited and said information must come from course materials. Student must always 
complete all work independently; although, group studying is strongly encouraged, as if getting 
general feedback from different people. During in-class assignments, students are also prohibited 
from any form of cheating or plagiarism.  



First Year Writing II  Page 7 of 12 

Fall 2017, Syllabus and Course Calendar  Dr. Pegoda 
Department of English  University of Houston 

 
Violations will usually result in an automatic “F” for the class. NO EXCEPTIONS. All 
violations will be reported to the administration, as required, and students will run the risk of 
being expelled from the University of Houston. Students who have questions should ask. 
Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as common sense. Again, 
however, students who study and do their own work, will be just fine.  
 
 
University Required Statement:Accommodations: 
In compliance with the 1974 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
the Center for Students with DisABILITIES (CSD) provides “reasonable and necessary” testing 
and accommodations for qualified students with health impairments, physical limitations, 
psychiatric disorders, and learning disabilities. Students who want to know more about these 
services should consult the Student Handbook or should contact CSD in Room 110 of the Justin 
Dart, Jr. Center for Students with DisABILITIES (Building #568), 713.743.5400 (voice), 
713.749.1527, or www.uh.edu/csd.  
 
Specifically, Dr. Pegoda will attempt to provide reasonable academic accommodations to 
students who request and require them. Students must first register with the Center for Students 
with the CSD and then present documentation to the professor during the first week of class or as 
soon as a disability arises. Students are responsible for providing paperwork and handling 
communication between the professor and the CSD, as well as reminding the professor about 
accommodations. 
 
 
University Required Statement:Gender and Violence: 
According to various University of Houston System and federal policies, employees at the 
University of Houston are considered “Responsible Employees.” Title IX requires that faculty 
who become aware of a student who has experienced any form of sexual harassment, sexual 
assault, or relationship violence at any time report such information to the Title IV Coordinator, 
Dr. Richard Anthony Baker. This includes any information shared with faculty, even information 
in an assessment or discussion. Given the nature of the university experience and of life, such 
examples might come up during a discussion. Students are welcome to discuss any such example 
in the third person: “My friend…” HOWEVER, the University of Houston System is especially 
concerned about any type of sexual violence--including stalking in-person or online, hazing, or 
rape, that might have occurred on campus and/or between students.   
 
Students with questions about this should speak with Dr. Pegoda. They may also speak with Dr. 
Baker at 713.743.8835 or at eos@uh.edu. The University’s Women and Gender Resource 
Center’s Ashely Griffin is a confidential resource for faculty, staff, and students. Ms. Griffin can 
be reached at 713.743.1076 or at agriffin3@uh.edu. This center also has free resources and 
information related to all aspects of sexual/personal health. In addition, the following contact 
information might be useful: UH Emergency Number 713.743.3333; Counseling and 
Psychological Services 713.743.5454; Student Health Center 713.743.5151. 
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University Required Statement:Counseling and Psychological Services Statement: 
CAPS can help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to college, or 
feeling sad and hopeless. Students may reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713.743.5454 
during and after business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in 
crisis. No appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service 
at convenient locations and hours around campus.        
 
 
University Required Statement:Learning Support Services: 
For help on the mechanics of papers (grammar, punctuation, etc.), students should visit Learning 
Support Services (LSS) located in Cougar Village, CV N109.  
 
 
University Required Statement:The Writing Center 
The University of Houston Writing Center provides individual consultations for students 
working on all types of writing. Whether it is your first semester or your last, meeting with an 
expert student writer can provide another perspective on your paper or project that aids you in 
navigating the writing process from brainstorming to perfecting a final draft and any state in 
between. You can make an appointment by visiting www.uh.edu/writingcenter or by calling 
713.743.3016. 
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(Tentative) Course Calendar: 
8/22: Introductions 
 
8/24: Seeing What We Don’t See 
BCTC3: Blackboard Packet (“Body Ritual Among The Nacirema” and “Nacirema: Updating a 
classic to see your own culture as an outsider.”) and Assignment #1 
 
8/29: Definition Exercises, Introduction to Definition Essay 
BCTC: Read, Reason, and Write, Ch., 7  
 
8/31: Institutional Learning and Discussion of Plagiarism and Paraphrasing 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“Against School,” “Learning Worth Crying About,” and “Reading 
Too Much Into This”) and Assignment #2 
   
9/5: Rhetoric and Hidden Power of Words: Clarity and Connotation vs. Denotation 
BCTC: Read, Reason, and Write, Ch., 3 and 5  
 
9/7: Rituals of Space and Discussion of Evidence, Sources, and Credibility 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“India Poverty Tours: A Learning Experience or Gawking?” and “7 
Reasons Why Your Two Week Trip To Haiti Doesn’t Matter: Calling Bull on “Service Trips” 
and Voluntourism”) and Assignment #3 
 
9/12: Rituals of Space and Discussion of Audience/Point-of-view  
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“What it is like to be a Muslim woman, and why we know what 
freedom is and you may not,” “Just Walk On By,” and “How the Police See Us, and How They 
Train Us to See Them”) and Assignment #4 
 
9/14: Religion, Civil Religion, and Discussion of Clarity 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“ Is Atheism an Intellectual Luxury for the Wealthy?, “If we made 
contact with aliens, how would religions react?,” and “Citizens shouldn’t be forced to vote in 
mosques — or churches”) 
 
9/19: Definition Essay In-class Review  
BCTC: Read, Reason, and Write, Ch., 14 and Assignment #5 
 
9/21: Rhetoric and Hidden Power of Words: Editing Exercises 
BCTC: Assignment #6 
 

**************DEFINITION ESSAY DUE 9/23 ************** 
 
9/26: Arguments vs. Facts vs. Opinions 
BCTC: Read, Reason, and Write, Ch., 4, 8, and 12 
 

																																																								
3 BCTC stands for any texts (films, readings, etc.) that need to be read and studied or assignments that need to be 
completed Before Coming To Class that day. 
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9/28: Types of Families and Discussion of Arguments vs. Facts vs. Opinions  
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“Why millennials living with their parents has become the norm in 
Southern California,” “Meet the parents who won’t let their children study literature,” and 
“Here's What It Would Look Like If We Treated Our Sons How We Treat Our Daughters, From 
Birth through College”) and Assignment #7 
 
10/3: Introduction to Source Analysis Essay  
BCTC: Read, Reason, and Write, Ch., 1 and 2 and Mark Magidson’s Samsara (2011) (currently 
available for 99¢: https://smile.amazon.com/Samsara-Ron-
Fricke/dp/B00AYQNOFI/ref=tmm_aiv_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1503108343&sr=8-1)   
 
10/5: Rituals of Death – Source Analysis Exercises 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“Don’t Inject Your Religious Beliefs Into My Grief,” “Having a 
funeral at home, not at a funeral home,” “The Rituals of Modern Death,” and “Home Funerals 
Grow As Americans Skip The Mortician For Do-It-Yourself After-Death Care”) and Assignment 
#8 
 
10/10: Rituals of Dating – Source Analysis Exercises 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“Why Modern Dating Makes Me Want To Punch Myself In The 
Throat,” “Strange and Fascinating Courtship Traditions Around the World,” and “How working-
class students get cockblocked from hookup culture.”) and Assignment #9 
 
10/12: Rituals of Touch – Source Analysis Exercises 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“Bro, I’m Gonna Touch You” and “How a Lack of Touch is 
Destroying Men”) 
 
10/17: Source Analysis Essay In-class Review 
BCTC: Assignment #10 
 
10/19: Overview Advanced Composition/Advanced Writing Skills  
BCTC: TO BE ANNOUNCED and Assignment #11 
***We will not be meeting face-to-face today** 
 

**************SOURCE ANALYSIS ESSAY DUE 10/21 ************** 
 
10/24: Introduction to Argument Research Paper / How to Read Academic Sources 
BCTC: Read, Reason, and Write, Ch., 6, 9, 13, and Blackboard Packet (“Erotic Anthropology: 
Ritualized Homosexuality”)  
 
10/26: Extra Special Guest Lecture, Professor Rae Longest   
BCTC: TO BE ANNOUNCED  
 
10/31: Rituals of Sexuality and Opposing Perspectives 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“True love waits? The story of my purity ring and feeling like I 
didn't have a choice,” “Welcome To The Bizarre And Beautiful World Of Purity Balls,” and 
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“Iceland's casual sex culture is the most liberal in the world, but it comes at a cost”) and 
Assignment #12 
 
11/2: Rituals of Communication and Sexuality and Sources 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“Daddy Track: The Case for Paternity Leave” and “Have 
Smartphones Destroyed a Generation?”) and Assignment #13 
 
11/7: Logical Fallacies and Arguments 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“The Death Of Expertise,” The United States of Work,” “What if 
jobs are not the solution but the problem?,” and “Living Wages, Rarity for U.S. Fast-Food 
Workers, Served Up in Denmark”) and Assignment #14 
 
11/9: Logos, Pathos, and Ethos and Arguments 
BCTC: Blackboard Packet (“The Myth of the Barter Economy,” “Why the U.S. is Not the Best 
Country,” and “What the Fidget Spinners Fad Reveals About Disability Discrimination”) and 
Assignment #15 
 
11/14: Review and Catchup  
BCTC: TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
11/16: Review and Catchup 
BCTC: TO BE ANNOUNCED 
***We will not be meeting face-to-face today** 
 
11/21: Argument Research Paper In-class review 
BCTC: Assignment #16 
 
11/23: Thanksgiving – Holiday  
 
11/28: Conclusions – This is the last day we will meet. We will not have a final exam.  
 
11/30: Submit Argument Research Paper and Final Reflection by 4 pm 
***We will not be meeting face-to-face today** 
 

**************RESEARCH ARGUMENT ESSAY DUE 11/30 ************** 
 

**************REFLECTION ESSAY DUE 11/30 ************** 
 

Other important dates: 
8/29 – Last day to add a class 
9/5 – Labor Day 
9/7 – Last day to drop a class without a “W” 
10/28 – Last day to drop a class with a “W” (without a grade) 
12/3 – Last day of classes for Fall 2017 
12/6-12/14 – Final Exam periods  
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AND FINALLY, Take Note: 
Welcome! Students who attend class, take notes, participate, read the required readings, and who 
study actively and deeply, will have no problem earning a high grade. Students who attend 
class and make good-faith efforts to participate and learn are (almost) guaranteed to pass 
the class. This course, like a college course should be, is challenging, but very manageable and 
very rewarding, if students apply themselves and plan ahead. Starting early, applying critical 
thinking, AND FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS are number one when it comes to being 
academically successful. Students are welcome to and are encouraged to form study groups. 
 
While Dr. Pegoda has been teaching since 2007 and has taught over fifty different classes, this is 
his first time to teach a full semester of First Year Writing; therefore, their will likely be a few 
more changes to the course calendar than usual. Students should, as always, pay attention for 
announcements about any changes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright Notice: 
Unless otherwise noted, all materials are the intellectual property of the professor and are 
copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from being paid for taking, selling, or otherwise 
transferring for value, class notes or other information made during this course to any entity. In 
addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to 
disciplinary action from the administration. Copyrighted © Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-
2017. All copyright protections reserved for all original material presented in this course. 
 



Dr. Pegoda – Analyzing Primary Sources/(Some!) Questions for Rhetorical 
Analysis 
 
Overall,	consider	the	relationships	between	the	author,	the	audience,	and	the	message/primary	
source	(i.e.,	the	text);	how	all	of	this	is	done;	and	what	all	of	this	means.	Analyze,	and	dig	deep.		
	
Who	is	the	author	of	the	text?	

• Who	is	the	author?	Does	it	matter?	What	was	their	place	in	society?	Are	they	credible?	
	
What	is	the	message	in	the	text?	

• Is	this	a	work	of	fiction,	nonfiction,	or	something	in-between?		
• What	is	the	rhetorical	situation?:	What	occasion	gives	rise	to	the	need	or	opportunity	for	

persuasion?	When,	where,	and	why	was	this	text	originally	produced?	How	does	it	speak	to	
hopes	and	fears	in	a	given	time	and	place?	How	does	the	text	serve	different	purposes	according	
to	time	and	place?	

• What	does	the	text	want	people	to	know,	to	think,	or	to	do?	Is	the	text	attacking,	defending,	
informing,	praising,	blaming,	entertaining,	teaching,	etc.?	How	does	it	go	about	doing	this?	

• What	is	the	agenda	of	this	text?	What	are	the	related	implications?	
• What	is	the	main	argument	of	this	text?	Is	it	original?	What	are	the	supporting	arguments?		
• What	assumptions	are	made?	

	
Who	is	the	audience	for	the	text?		

• Who	is	the	intended	or	original	audience?	Who	is	the	actual	audience?	What	values	do	they	
hold?	How	do	they	react?		

• How	would	other	audiences	react?	How	do	you	react?	How	might	some	take	offense?	How	
might	it	be	inappropriate	for	some?	(Consider	women,	men,	non-binary	folk;	children,	adults;	
people	racialized	as	White,	Asian;	and	so	on.)		

• Does	the	audience	believe	the	text?	Do	they	change	their	behavior?		
	
How	does	the	text	communicate?	

• What	is	the	structure	or	staging	of	the	text?	How	is	information	arranged?		
• In	what	medium	or	genre	does	this	text	exist?	What	role	does	this	medium	play	in	analyzing	the	

text?	How	would	a	change	of	setting	or	medium	change	the	message?	
• What	is	the	writing	style?	What	techniques	of	communication	are	used	and	how?	
• What	kind	of	evidence	is	used?	
• Does	the	text	emphasize	fonts,	images,	and/or	sounds?	Is	the	layout	and	delivery	effective?		
• Does	the	text	appeal	to	the	logos,	ethos,	and/or	pathos?		
• How	is	the	text	framed?	Where	is	the	text	presently	located?			

	
What	is	the	even	broader	context	of	the	text?	

• Why	is	this	text	important?	Is	it	still	important?		
• Is	it	even	ethical	to	analyze	this	source?	(For	example,	if	it	were	a	diary	entry	from	the	15th	

Century.)	
• What	else	was	happening	when	this	text	was	produced?		
• What	is	the	intertextuality?:	How	does	this	text	relate	to	other	texts?	What	other	text	surround	

this	text?	
	
What	if	we	destabilize	the	text?	

• What	happens	if	we	do	a	queered	or	feminist	or	crip	reading,	for	example,	of	this	text?		



Fall 2017 – ENGL1304, First Year Writing II: Cross-Cultural Mores and Rituals   
Dr. Pegoda – Definition Essay (15% of semester grade) 
 
For this Definition Essay assessment, students should carefully select one mores or ritual and 
then define this mores/ritual and make an argument for this particular definition in a polished 
essay of 4-6 pages. Students are welcome to select a mores/ritual with which they are already 
familiar and have personal experience, provided they can carefully and critically analyze and 
describe it and see it from the perspective of the Nacirema.  
 
Student should not consult a dictionary, encyclopedia, or other such resource. Instead, they 
should articulate a precise and defendable definition of their own, a definition whose merits are 
explained throughout the paper. Examples and points of comparison/contrast will help build 
strong essays. Students might want to consider etymology (i.e., history of words). Students might 
need to acknowledge how time and place factor into their papers (i.e., bathing rituals in the U.S. 
2017 vs. U.S. 1917 vs. Japan 1817). Students need to cite at least two sources—these need not be 
scholarly or from the library. Cite using MLA, APA, or Chicago.  
 
Papers should show an understanding of classroom discussions and readings both from the 
Blackboard Packets and from Read, Reason, and Write. In this way, the Definition Essay 
assesses students’ abilities to apply what they have learned.  
 
Papers should imagine an audience that, at least initially, completely disagrees with the 
definition being articulated. So be sure to acknowledge other positions! Students should use their 
definition to change how people see, understand, and perceive the issue at hand, while also 
recognizing the importance of it depends. Additionally, consider the importance of defining 
words and the significance of shades of meaning. Entire arguments and perspectives can change 
according to definitions. Consider: how the act of defining a term one way as opposed to another 
way can place people and their needs into new categories, can give or deny people access to 
ideas and services. For example, is obesity a disease? Well, what counts as a disease?  
 
Make sure to use black Times New Roman size 12 as the font, one-inch margins on all four 
sides, and a .doc or .docx file format. Make sure to use paragraphs – and have an introduction 
and conclusion. Organization matters. The first line of your paper should be the title of your 
essay – be creative. The second line should be the beginning of your essay.   
 
A mini-proposal--where students 1) state the mores/ritual they plan to define, 2) provide a few 
bullet points of what they plan to say, and 3) list any questions/concerns about the assignment--is 
due Tuesday, September 5, 2017, 11:59 PM. The final essay is due Saturday, September 23, 
2017, 11:59 PM. Students must submit this essay to both links that say “Definition Essay” in the 
Blackboard folder that says “Major Essays.”  
 
Papers will be graded within a few days, and students are welcome to revise the paper as many 
times as they would like before November 30. Students are also welcome to visit with Dr. 
Pegoda or with the Writing Center for help generating ideas or reviewing a draft prior to 
September 23. Papers will be graded holistically—with attention to content, style, mechanics—
but the overall focus is on clarity, originality, and overall effectiveness. See the general course 
grading rubric for more details. 



Fall 2017 – ENGL1304, First Year Writing II: Cross-Cultural Mores and Rituals   
Dr. Pegoda – Source Analysis Essay (15% of semester grade) 
 
For this Source Analysis Essay assessment, students should carefully select a text of their 
choosing that illustrates or discusses a mores/ritual. Students may continue with the same 
mores/ritual used in the Definition Essay. Using the course guidelines for analyzing the rhetoric 
of sources, as well as the information below, students will do an in-depth analysis of the selected 
text and make an argument as to the given text’s true purpose in a polished essay of 4-6 pages.  
 
Remember that a text can include films, songs, websites, as well as more traditional alphabetic 
sources. A text is considered a primary source. A primary source provides direct information of 
some kind—it is not the main or primary source used. Even a scholarly work—typically 
considered a secondary source—would be a primary source in the context of this assignment. 
Texts that are controversial will probably help write interesting papers. 
 
As you write: Bring readers into the context of the text, very briefly summarize the content, and 
make a claim (thesis) for the text’s rhetorical effectiveness or for the most significant rhetorical 
features of the text. A strong claim is both contestable – reasonable people might disagree – and 
predictive – it will set up expectations for the direction of your essay. Develop your main points 
around specific criteria for evaluating the text. Consider how the text makes its argument, not 
whether or not you agree with the content. Analysis and evaluation rely on your objective 
judgments. Remember also that rhetoric encompasses any tools available for persuasion. Support 
your main points with concrete examples (evidence) from the text. To develop and support your 
own points, include visual features and details, such as color, design, and images, as well as short 
quotations from any verbal elements of the text, as relevant. Don’t forget about the Nacirema!   
 
Papers should imagine that their audience is the author(s) of their chosen text. For this 
assignment, no other sources are allowed.   
 
As with the Definition Essay, papers should show an understanding of classroom discussions 
and readings both from the Blackboard Packets and from Read, Reason, and Write. Make sure to 
use black Times New Roman size 12 as the font, one-inch margins on all four sides, and a .doc 
or .docx file format. Make sure to use paragraphs – and have an introduction and conclusion. 
Organization matters. The first line of your paper should be the title of your essay – be creative. 
The second line should be the beginning of your essay.   
 
A mini-proposal--where students 1) state the text they plan to analyze, 2) provide a few bullet 
points of what they plan to say, and 3) list any questions/concerns about the assignment--is due 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017, 11:59 PM. The final essay is due Saturday, October 21, 2017, 
11:59 PM. Students must submit this essay to both links that say “Source Analysis Essay” in the 
Blackboard folder that says “Major Essays.”  
 
Papers will be graded within a few days, and students are welcome to revise the paper as many 
times as they would like before November 30. Students are also welcome to visit with Dr. 
Pegoda or with the Writing Center for help generating ideas or reviewing a draft prior to October 
21. Papers will be graded holistically—with attention to content, style, mechanics—but the 
overall focus is on clarity, originality, and overall effectiveness. See the general course grading 
rubric for more details. 



Fall 2017 – ENGL1304, First Year Writing II: Cross-Cultural Mores and Rituals   
Dr. Pegoda – Research Argument Essay (20% of semester grade) 
 
For this Research Argument Essay assessment, students should take a strong position regarding 
some aspect of a mores/ritual. Students should make an argument for or against some kind of 
change or some kind of position as relates to their chosen mores/ritual and do this in a polished 
essay of 5-7 pages (or at least 1,600 words). Students may use the same mores/ritual from a 
previous major writing assignment—building on a previous assignment will likely help build a 
stronger argument. Don’t forget about the Nacirema!   
 
Students need to use at least four academic, scholarly sources from the University of Houston’s 
M.D. Anderson Library’s databases. Such sources are secondary sources because they are about 
primary sources and because you are using their research to support your ideas and give them 
additional credibility. For help with research, visit: http://guides.lib.uh.edu/ENGL1304. 
 
At a minimum: Research Argument Essays must also include at least four images. Additionally, 
they should include some kind of brief quotation from a poet or philosopher.  
 
Students should imagine that they are writing a blog article and that their audience is Internet 
users from around the world. Students are encouraged to use fonts, colors, texts sizes, and 
layouts appropriate for this genre—while maintaining readability and clarity and not doing 
anything too extreme. Times New Roman, double spacing, etc. is not required for this 
assignment. Be creative! You still need paragraphs of some kind and a creative title. Examine 
Dr. Pegoda’s blog (http://andrewpegoda.com) for numerous examples. Students may complete 
this assignment in programs other than Word – provided a .doc, .docx, .pdf, or a URL can be 
submitted. Making a free website a wordpress.com is an option. Other creative options will be 
considered.  
 
Students must cite all sources in MLA, APA, or Chicago.  
 
As with the other major papers, arguments should show an understanding of classroom 
discussions and readings both from the Blackboard Packets and from Read, Reason, and Write.  
 
A mini-proposal--where students 1) state the argument they plan to make, 2) list at least half of 
the sources they plan to use, and 3) list any questions/concerns about the assignment--is due 
Thursday, November 2, 2017, 11:59 PM. The final essay is due Thursday, November 30, 
2017, 4:00 PM. Students must submit this essay to both links that say “Research Argument 
Essay” in the Blackboard folder that says “Major Essays.”  
 
Students are also welcome to visit with Dr. Pegoda or with the Writing Center for help 
generating ideas or reviewing a draft prior to November 30. Papers will be graded holistically—
with attention to content, style, mechanics—but the overall focus is on clarity, originality, and 
overall effectiveness. See the general course grading rubric for more details.  
 
Take note: no papers can be accepted after November 30!  



Fall 2017 – ENGL1304, First Year Writing II: Cross-Cultural Mores and Rituals   
Dr. Pegoda – Reflection Essay (5% of semester grade) 
 
Please write a letter (yes, a letter) to me carefully and thoughtfully explaining why the themes of 
this course—rhetoric, writing, reading, mores, rituals—are important, what you have learned, 
how this course has changed you, and maybe most importantly, what you will do with what you 
have learned. I would also encourage you to include some comments about your performance 
and the effort you used (or didn’t use) this semester.  
 
This letter needs to be a true reflection that considers the entire semester and that gives me a look 
inside your brain, per se. Letters should be in Times New Roman size 12, single spaced (like a 
letter), at least 1½ pages, and should take the tone of a letter. Take time to really write a good 
reflection. 
 
This essay is due Thursday, November 30, 2017 at 4:00 pm. While you are welcome to start 
early on other assignments, please do not start this essay before about November 20, at the 
earliest.  
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