
University of Houston, Department of History   Syllabus and Calendar 

HIST1377, Spring 2010 

Andrew Joseph Pegoda 
UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1877 

BREAKOUT SECTION 

 
Instructor: Andrew Joseph Pegoda  

Email: contact me in blackboard or at andrewpegoda@sbcglobal.net  

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 - 4:00 PM; Fridays 10:00-11:30, and by appointment (AH639). If I am not in my 

office, look for me in the Main History office (AH524) or in AH540. Otherwise, I should be right back. I will also hold online 

office hours Sundays from 8:00-8:30 pm in the BB chatroom and by appointment. 

 

Course Time: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 12:00 – 12:50 PM Location: AH12  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

The University of Houston and the Department of History designed “Breakout Sections” in an effort to help more students be 

successful. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to learn more history, learn some additional study skills, and have much 

more one-on-one interaction than is possible in the big classroom of 300-500 students. The instructor is here to help you in 

everyway possible. Students are still required to have the same books as Professor Hopkins assigned, and students will still have 

the Tecumseh Quiz, the Cherokee Paper, and a final Exam, all of which must be completed. Additionally, there will be in-class 

assignments and, perhaps, opportunities for extra credit.    

 

Important Dates: 

March 26: Tecumseh Quiz  

March 29 Midterm Corrections Due at noon 

April 16: Cherokee Paper Due at noon 

May 3: Exam Review 

May 5: No Class – Study for the Exam 

May 7: Final Exam 11 am – 2 pm in AH12 

 

Additional details for all of these assignments will be discussed in class and/or provided in blackboard.  

 

GRADING POLICY:  

 

The student’s semester grade will be calculated using the following distribution: 

15%, Midterm 

10%, Tecumseh Quiz 

20%, Cherokee Paper 

20%, Final 

  5%, Attendance (Pre-Midterm) 

10%, Attendance (Post-Midterm) 

20%, Miscellaneous Assignments  

10%, Extra Credit Reading Assignments 

 

The student’s semester grade will be assigned according to the following distribution: 

A, 93% and above 

A-, 90% - 92% 

B+, 87% - 89% 

B, 83% - 86% 

B-, 80% - 82% 

C+, 77% - 79% 

C, 73% - 76% 

C-, 70% - 72% 

D+, 67% - 69% 

D, 63% - 66% 

D-, 60% - 62% 

F, below 60.0%, or for plagiarism, or for not 

completing the Tecumseh Quiz, the Cherokee 

Paper, or the Final Exam 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

 

1. Attendance is mandatory – be on time, stay until the end of class. Students who miss more than three classes 

will earn a zero for the attendance grade.  

mailto:andrewpegoda@sbcglobal.net
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2. Students must communicate with the instructor. 

3. During class, all cell phones , iPods, etc., should be put away. 

 

 

OTHER COURSE NOTICES: 
 

ADA Policy: Whenever possible, and in accordance with 504/ADA guidelines, we will attempt to provide reasonable academic 

accommodations to students who request and require them. Please call 713-743-5400 for more assistance.  In any case, it is the 

responsibility of each individual student to self-report to the Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD). Only students 

registered with the CSD may request academic accommodations. See the UH web site at 

http://www.uh.edu/provost/documents/disability.html#general . 

 

Academic Honesty: All College policies regarding academic honesty are to be honored and observed. The college has 

implemented a clear policy with regard to academic honesty, a policy that will be strictly enforced in this class. Any violation of 

this policy (cheating, plagiarism, inappropriate collaboration, etc.) will be punished. In addition, all acts of academic dishonesty - 

no matter whether intended or not, no matter how minor - will be reported to Academic Affairs. Please refer to student catalog. 

Please be advised that all papers will be submitted to turnitin.com in BB. Students MAY NOT use any papers from 

previous classes, this will be considered cheating! Cheating, collusion (working together without permission), and/or 

plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. If it occurs, it will be lead to an automatic “F” in the course. NO EXCEPTIONS!  

 

The Learning Environment: A student’s enrollment in this class acknowledges he/she intends to learn the material. To that 

extent, certain behaviors that would impede this process will not be permitted. These include, but are not limited to, reading 

newspapers or books, text-messaging, surfing the web, answering cell phones, talking out of turn, etc. If a student is not sure 
what is appropriate, he/she should ask. 

 

Email Basics: Communicating with others via email is an important skill to succeed in today’s world. It is critical to know your 

audience when communicating in this medium. When you communicate with a professor or TA, you should be mindful of how 

your message may be interpreted.  Always: include a salutation,  address the person in an appropriate way, state who you are, 

state the class you are in, use a subject, use a closing, avoid slang and text-message language, send a short message, proofread, 

avoid sending a message when you are angry, and make sure that  your question has not already been answered.  

 

Note: The course instructor reserves the right to make changes to any part of the course requirements, policies, deadlines, 

content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of any and all changes. Unless otherwise noted, all course materials are 

the intellectual property of the instructor and are thus copyrighted. The instructor assigns grades solely based on performance, 

not effort or anything else. There will not be any opportunities for extra credit.  

 

http://64.4.8.250/cgi-bin/linkrd?_lang=EN&lah=aa4a0492cba86e12e9f35a11c5c66fd0&lat=1040431190&hm___action=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2euh%2eedu%2fprovost%2fdocuments%2fdisability%2ehtml%23general


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History department has received funding from the provost’s office to offer 

some new sections of U.S. history.  Some students perform much better in 

smaller classes of 30-35 instead of the large classes of 450.    Based on your 

performance so far, we think you would benefit from a smaller class, where you 

can spend more time on the lessons, ask more questions, get more detailed 

answers, and get tips on study and testing skills from the professor.  This, we 

believe, is a great opportunity, and since we’ve been offering these “break-out” 

sections, the students involved in them have shown significant improvement.  It is 

not unusual for students who have not scored well on their first tests to get into a 

smaller class and end up with a very good grade.   

 

The courses will be similar to the one you’ve been in but much smaller.  You will 

have a new instructor who will work specifically with your new class.  In this 

class, the professor will be Andrew Joseph Pegoda.  Professor Pegoda will use 

the same basic syllabus and books that you have been using so far, but he will 

teach the course according to the needs of the students.   We are optimistic that 

these smaller classes will be a great benefit to you and help improve your grades 

because of the individual attention you receive.   

 

These classes will meet at the same time, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 

12:00-1:00.  But you will now go to AH 12 (Agnes Arnold Hall- next to the 

auditorium).  Please report to room AH 12 beginning Monday, March 22 and 

Professor Pegoda will begin working with you in this smaller class.  You must 

report to AH12, not the regular auditorium, on March 22. 

 

We are happy to have received funding for this program and we are confident 

that it will work and you will get the individual attention and guidance on study 

and testing skills that will help you get a better grade.    

 

If you have any questions, you can talk to Professor Pegoda, Professor Hopkins, 

or the chair of the history department, Professor Hart. 

 

Thank you and good luck. 
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Midterm Corrections 

 

I would like to offer you an opportunity to improve your midterm grade. Please read and follow 

these guidelines carefully to take advantage of this offer.  

 

1. Review your notes, review your bluebook, and the TA’s feedback. 

2. If you are missing any notes, http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/, can be very helpful. 

Click on “online textbook.” 

3. Once you are ready, TYPE your answer to each of the two exam questions that you had 

on exam day. Use all of the key terms, and make sure to make the broader connections. 

Be sure to include who, what, when, where, how, and why it’s important. Each question 

should probably be almost 1½ pages typed. Each question should begin on a new page. 

4. On another page, please explain what you learned from this experience with both the 

original midterm and correcting the midterm. What will you do differently in the future? 

What study skills do you need/want to adapt? What do you need help with?  

5. This project is due March 29, 2010, at the beginning of class. You are also required to 

submit a copy through turnitin: There is a link for this in BB with our course. Finally, you 

will also need to submit your original bluebook.  

 

A note on formatting: Use Times New Roman, size 12, double spaced, with one inch margins on 

all four sides.  

 

A note on academic honesty: You are NOT allowed to discuss this exam revision project with 

anyone. All work must be yours and only yours. If you have any questions, please contact me, 

either during office hours or by email. Any form of cheating will be punished.  

 

This assignment will add up to 30 points to your midterm grade.  

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
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Cherokee Removal Paper 
 

 

 

 

 
Topic: Based on your reading of The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents, who (or what) posed the 

greatest threat to Cherokee sovereignty and why? You must pick from the following choices: the desire Americans had 

for land, cultural/racial discrimination, or the government/court rulings. And what was the most important Cherokee 

response and why?  

 

Directions: You must use the primary documents (something written by an individual of the time) located in The 
Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents (the introductory statements for each document do not count as 

primary sources – directly before each primary source will have a person’s name, the title of the document, and a date—

the date and title will be in italics—look at page 29 for an example). If you use any outside sources, you will receive an 

“F” on this writing assignment. You must use at least FOUR primary source documents from the reader -- use at least 

three for the first question and one for the second question. If you do not use at least four documents, you will make an 

“F” on this writing assignment.  

 

Your paper must be at least 4 ½ pages but no more than 7 pages. Use the following format: Times New Roman, size 12, 

double-spaced, and with one inch margins on all four sides. You must use footnotes – at least one for each primary 

document.  

 

Before you write the paper, please review my mini-grammar guide. Do not use contractions (can’t, aren’t), clichés, slang, 

personal pronouns (“I,” “me”), second person (“you”), or misspellings.  

 

This is an individual writing assignment – not a group project. You may not discuss this paper with anyone except 

Professor Pegoda. Additionally, all work and wording must be yours and yours alone. DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! If you 

cheat in any way, you will make an “F” for this semester. If you have any questions, I generally have office hours Monday 

and Wednesday from 1:00 – 4:00 pm and by appointment. Always email first, if possible. 

 

This paper is due on Friday, April 16, 2010 at 12:00 PM (noon). You must submit a copy on BB for tunitin.com to 

scan, AND you must bring a hard copy to class. Your paper will not be considered submitted until you post your paper on 

BB. Late papers will be penalized 4 points EVERY DAY. If your paper is turned in after 4/16 at 12:00 PM, you are late. 

Late papers will not be taken after Friday, April 23, 2010, at 12:00 PM (noon). If you do not submit a paper, you will 

make an “F” for the semester.  

 

Finally, make sure to use topic sentences, avoid long quotes, analyze the documents, and argue your points. You must 

have a strong thesis statement. 

 

Good Luck. 

 

Sample footnote 1 

                                                 
1 Jeremiah Evarts, “A Brief View of the Present Relations between the Government and People of the United States and the 

Indians within Our National Limits,” November 1829, in Theda Perdue and Michael D. Green, The Cherokee Removal: A Brief 

History with Documents, (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2005), 108. 
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Paper Grading Sheet 

 

 

Name:___________________                  

 

+++ = excellent + = fair   --  = needs work 

++   = good    -- -- = needs major work 

 

THESIS AND UNITY  

(everything works together to support 

a clearly defined thesis)                                       ________________ 

 

ORGANIZATION 

(each paragraph has a topic idea holding 

it together; paragraphs are closely and  

logically related; included transitions)                                     ________________ 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

(both within individual paragraphs and over 

the paper as a whole, the essay supports its main 

ideas with specific, relevant, thoughtful evidence   

and responds to the topic fully)                           ________________ 

 

EVIDENCE 

(quality of evidence, use of specific 

evidence, evidence supports thesis, 

proper citation of sources throughout)               ________________ 

 

MECHANICS 

(sentences are clear, varied and structured; 

includes grammar, punctuation, spelling,  

pronoun reference, noun-verb agreement,  

proper tense, etc.)                   ________________ 

 

INTRODUCTION/CONCLUSION 

(in begins/ends the essay clearly and thoughtfully;  

it captures the reader’s attention, summarizes  

argument and evidence, and leaves the reader with  

something to think about)                  ________________ 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS:   
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1. Describe the Shawnee culture. You should especially consider the gender roles of men 

and women.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What was the European influence on these Native-Americans?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What did Tenskwatawa (the Prophet) say about Indian culture? What do he say Indians 

should do?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. What tore apart Native American culture?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What hurt Native Americans politically? What did they need to do – politically? What 

did Tecumseh advocate; what did he do?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Why were these messages attractive? 

 

 



History 1377, United States History to 1877 

Spring 2010, MWF 12-1 PM, AH12 

Professor Andrew Joseph Pegoda 

 

Final Exam: Friday, May 7, 2010, 11:00-2:00 PM 

 

Part I: Mini-Essays (70%, 10 questions, 7 points each, 70 points total): 

In as much detail as possible, please answer TEN of the following questions. You need to 

explain who or what the person/event/idea is, when it happened, where it happened (as 

necessary), and why it is important. The why it is important part, or the significance, should 

explain how and why these things are important in larger contexts; this section should also be the 

longest section of your response. I anticipate that for most of these questions you should write 

1/2 to 3/4 of a page.   

 

1. How did industrialism differ in the North and South from about the 1780s through the 

Civil War?  

2. Why and how did industrialism influence men and women differently?  

3. What impact did Charles Finney have on the Second Great Awakening? How was his 

position different from Reverend Timothy Dwight? Thus, broadly speaking what notion 

did the Second Great Awakening generate, and what was the most important legacy of 

the Second Great Awakening? 

4. How did Benjamin Rush and Neal Dow address the alcohol problem? 

5. What happened that was different about Nat Turner’s Rebellion when compared to 

Gabriel’s or Denmark Vesey’s Rebellion? 

6. How were William Lloyd Garrison and Elijah Lovejoy different? How did Southerners 

unintentionally draw more attention to abolitionists? 

7. How did southerners respond to northern abolitionism and to Nat Turner’s Rebellion? 

8. How does the plantation myth cloud our understanding of slavery? 

9. How did Manifest Destiny bring forth the Civil War?  

10. Discuss the impact Dred Scott case had on the nation. 

11. What was the primary, number one issue of the Civil War? 

12. How was the entire nation dependent on slavery? 

13. How were African-Americans affected after the Civil War? 

 

Part II: Primary Source Exercise (25%, 1 question, 25 points): 

Please spend time carefully reading The Texas Ordinance of Secession (1861) and Resolution 

(2010). In your response you should: 1) describe two or three points from the documents, 2) say 

what the documents means, 3) answer “why is this important,” 4) state your reaction, 5) quote 

one sentence (or so) that is especially effective from EACH document, and 6) explain why you 

quoted the sentences you did. This essay should be about one page.   

 

Part III: Think-It-Through (5%, 1 question, 5 points): 

We have been studying United States history since Columbus came to the New World in 1492. 

What have you learned? Why is it important for everyone to study History? If you had to define 

“History,” how would you define it? What does History study? 
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