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HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Saturdays 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm, Agnes Arnold Hall 106 

 

 
 

The past is never dead. It’s not even the past. 
 

Instructor:  
Andrew Joseph Pegoda 

ajpegoda@uh.edu  http://andrewpegoda.com  twitter.com/pegodaaj
 
Office: AH450 
Office Hours: Tues.: 12:00-2:00; Sats.: 11:15-11:45 and 3:00-3:30; & by appointment   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
United States History since 1877 provides a survey of major events in the United States’s cultural, 
economic, political, and social development since 1877. In addition, this course provides an 
overview of basic historical methods, including instruction in primary sources and secondary 
sources. As a survey, it is highly selective, by necessity. This section will put an emphasis on 
racism, sexism, and cultural reflections as presented in film, music, photography, and 
literature, for example. This course will also emphasize that history is much more than a 
collection of “facts” to be memorized (and forgotten).  
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
1) We will explore the dynamics of racism/imperialism and sexism with an emphasis on 

individuals racialized as black and genderized as female. 
2) We will examine the role of the federal, state, and local government and its relationship 

with business, individuals, and interest groups. 
3) We will explore the role that everyday individuals play in advocating for change.  
4) We will analyze written documents and cultural artifacts (such as film, literature, 

music, painting, and photography) from periods under study in order to understand 
how people from the time responded to then-contemporary hopes and fears.  

5) We will explore the connection between the past and present both in terms of how 
issues change or don’t change and in terms of how the past is perceived when 
compared to “reality” based on evidence. 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
By the end of this semester, through both primary and secondary reading assignments, 
cultural artifacts, class lectures, discussions, and writing assignments, students will increase 
their written and oral communication and critical thinking abilities. Additionally, students 
should have honed the ability to recognize 1) the importance of supporting opinions and 
“facts” supported by evidence, 2) the on-going dialogue between the past and present, and 3) 
and recognize multiple perspectives and how these very by time and place. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS: 

1) James West Davidson, et al., U.S.: A Narrative History [students must buy the 
ebook] 

2) Michael C. C. Adams, The Best War Ever: America and World War II 
3) Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi [any unabridged edition is fine] 
4) Weekly packets on Blackboard  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
Students are required to read all assigned material, complete all assignments, and attend all 
classes. College instructors expect students to spend 2-3 hours outside of class for every hour 
in class. Therefore, students must devote approximately 9-12 hours each week to this course, 
including class time. Assignments are designed with this in mind and to give students 
numerous low-risk opportunities to learn and do well.  
 
The breakdown of course requirements is as follows: 
10%- LearnSmart Assessments  
25%- In-Class Quizzes   
10%- Writing Assignment #1 Feb 28 
15%- Midterm Exam   March 8  
10%- Writing Assignment #2 April 11 
20%- Final Exam   May 3 
10%- Participation 
10%- Extra Credit   April 26 
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The grading scale is as follows:
93-100, Α 
90-92, Α− 
87-89, Β+  
83-86, Β 

80-82, Β− 
77-79, C+  
73-76, C  
70-72, C-  

67-69, D+ 
63-66, D  
60-62, D- 
 

Below 60 or for 
academic 
dishonesty, F

 
The instructor assigns grades solely based on performance, not effort or anything else. 
Students must wait 24 hours before ask questions about returned work. Grades are final 
unless a clerical error has been made. There will not be any opportunities for extra credit 
beyond those stated in this syllabus, so please, do not ask.  
 
**LearnSmart Assessments: Students will take an online, individualized assessment for each 
assigned chapter from the Davidson textbook. Assessments are taken online in Blackboard. 
These are designed to ensure students are reading and understanding textbook material. Due 
dates are listed below, and no late assessments will be permitted under any circumstance.  
 
**Quizzes: Students will have a written quiz at the beginning of every class, except for 3/8 
and 5/3. These quizzes will promptly start at noon and end at 12:15 pm. Under no 
circumstance will late quizzes be given. Each quiz will have questions covering the previous 
week’s information and questions covering the assigned primary-source readings due for a 
class. Questions are not designed to be difficult. Rather, they should help students learn and 
excel. They are also designed to ensure students come on-time and prepared. The instructor 
reserves the right to assign additional quizzes, if needed. One quiz will be dropped.  
 
**Exams: The midterm and final exam will both be in the form of in-class written exams. 
Bluebooks will be provided. The midterm will last 80 minutes, the final exam 180 minutes. 
The midterm will have two essays. The final will have two essays and one shorter cumulative 
essay. Students must show mastery of the who, what, when, where, how, why, historical 
significance, context, and background. Exams must use a combination of lecture and reading 
material. Possible questions are on Blackboard- students may begin preparing immediately.  
 
**Writing assignments: Students will complete two at-home writing assignments this 
semester. The first writing assignment will be a critique (NOT a book review) of The Best War 
Ever, the second, an analysis of Coming of Age. Specific guidelines are located on Blackboard. 
 
**Participation: Students are required to attend every class, to arrive on time, to remain the 
entire period, and to actively participate. Students who miss class are responsible for all 
material covered. Additionally, a student’s enrollment acknowledges that he/she intends to 
learn. To that extent, certain behaviors that would impede this process will not be permitted. 
These include, but are not limited to, reading newspapers or books, text-messaging, surfing 
the web, answering cell phones, talking out of turn, etc. If a student is not sure what is 
appropriate, he/she should ask. Students are responsible for knowing and following common 
sense. (Students are, of course, welcome to bring drinks and snacks to class, as well as use 
technology to enhance the learning process.) Therefore, students who are asked to leave class, 
who arrive late or leave early, who refuse to participate, or who misbehave will also be 
marked absent. Perfect attendance is vital since this section only meets 15 times – most 
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freshmen-level classes meet 30-45 times. Students will earn participation grades according to 
1) informed contributions to class discussions and group exercises, both in-class and online 2) 
level of engagement/listening skills, 3) behavior, 4) preparation for class, 5) attendance, and 
6) performance on miscellaneous in-class work. Students who miss more than 2 classes, for 
either physical or mental absences, will earn an automatic ZERO for participation. In 
college, there are no “excused absences.” 
 
**Extra Credit: Students may increase their grade by ten percent with the following options, 
each worth up to five percent. 1) Write seven primary source essays of 300-400 words each. 
Essays must follow guidelines on Blackboard. Source must be from different weeks and must 
come from the weekly packets –be sure to pick good sources. 2) Students may write a book 
review over Richard T. Hughes’s Myths America Lives By. 3) Students may also earn extra 
credit by completing five projects from the Living History Journal handout and writing a 
brief response essay. 4) Students may write detailed responses to the study questions Herland. 
5) Students may write 10 current-event analysis essays. For more details, see Blackboard. In 
order to qualify for extra credit, students must complete course requirements.    
 
TWITTER REQUIREMENT: 
Students are required to create a Twitter account and follow the hashtag #H1378. Twitter will 
be used to distribute course announcements, bonus questions, and reminders. We will also 
have online class discussions using Twitter occasionally. Students may tweet questions, 
comments, and thoughts, as well. All such communication must include the hashtag #H1378. 
Additionally, students are encouraged to follow and join conversations with the hundreds and 
hundreds of writers, historians, scientists, and others on Twitter. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IN-CLASS WORK: 
In-class assignments must be completed in regular blue or black ink – any other work will 
not be graded—it is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s eyes. Work submitted without a 
(clearly written) full name will also not be graded. In-class work must also follow normal 
guidelines of Standard English – this includes complete sentences and legible handwriting.  
 
GUIDELINES FOR OUT-OF-CLASS WORK: 
Out-of-class assignments must be typed in Times New Roman size 12, with one-inch margins 
on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and format count – please use 
Academic English (this means NOT using first person, text-message language, contractions, 
clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make more mistakes on grammar than on 
content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments must be submitted online for plagiarism 
detection in Blackboard. Additionally, students must bring a hardcopy to class with the turn-
it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge attached—all pages must be stapled.  
 
LATE WORK POLICY: 
NO LATE WORK AND NO MAKEUP WORK will be allowed – no exceptions, no 
excuses. Exceptions, of course, will be made for legitimate, documented emergencies. Out-of-
class work is only considered “submitted” when it is submitted both online and face-to-face. If 
students have a conflict with important dates or legitimately need more time for any reason, 
they should notify the professor by email BEFORE THE DUE DATE.  
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OBJECTIONABLE MATERIAL WARNING:  
This is a university course and students should know that anything is fair game. College 
classrooms are unique places where any ideas, opinions, and perspectives are welcomed and 
should be shared--respectfully. Additionally, professors (and students) have the academic 
freedom to discuss anything they desire within the bounds of common decency and good 
taste, as related to the study of History. Thus, although frequently ignored or hidden, the 
story of the United States is tragic. Lectures, documents, quotations, images, songs, and 
videos, etc., will frequently provoke very strong feelings, as they should. It is vital that these 
be discussed but in a respectful, open-minded way. The instructor is committed to creating 
and maintaining an open and productive intellectually engaging learning environment. Rude 
or disruptive students will be instructed to leave the classroom –warnings will not be issued. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  
Academic honesty is very important. Students who stay on top of their studying, ask good 
questions, work ahead, and complete assignments as instructed should have no problem. For 
out-of-class assignments, students are prohibited from using any outside sources or each 
other. During in-class quizzes and exams, students are not permitted to use any notes, books, 
each other, etc. Cell phones, notes, and books must be put out of sight, and there should be no 
talking. For all assignments, except for those specified as in-class group assignments, students 
MUST work INDEPENDENTLY. Students who cheat or plagiarize will be punished. 
Cheating or plagiarizing on one quiz (or miscellaneous in-class assignments) will result in 
a zero for all quizzes; cheating or plagiarizing on two will result in an automatic “F” for 
the semester. Cheating or plagiarizing on an exam or out-of-class writing assignment will 
result in an automatic “F” for the semester. NO EXCEPTIONS will be made. 
Additionally, all violations of academic honesty will be reported to Academic Affairs, and 
students will run the risk of being expelled from the University of Houston. Students who 
have questions should ask. Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as 
well as rules of common sense.  
 
ACCOMMODATIONS:  
When possible and according to 504/ADA guidelines, the professor will attempt to provide 
reasonable academic accommodations to students who request and require them. Such 
student must first register with the Center for Students with DisABILITIES (CSD) and then 
present documentation to the professor regarding the requested accommodations during the 
first week of class or as soon as a disability arises. Students are responsible for providing 
paperwork and handling communication between the professor and the CSD.  
 
VERY IMPORTANT TIPS FOR BEING SUCCESSFUL: 
This is not designed to be a difficult course. Students who attend class, take notes, participate, 
read the required readings, and who study actively and deeply outside of class, should have 
absolutely no problem making a high grade in this course. Starting early is the number one 
key to being a successful student. Students are encouraged to form study groups. The 
instructor is available to students for any questions or concerns about the subject material, 
including to review drafts of assignments. Welcome to the class!  
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TENTATIVE COURSE CALENDAR:  
BCTC=Before coming to class 
 
Saturday, January 18: 
Topics: Lesson 1: What is History? & Lesson 2: Indians Under Siege  
   
Saturday, January 25:  
Topics: Lesson 3: The Second Industrial Revolution  
BCTC: Davidson Ch. 19 and 20--LearnSmart due by 1/24 10 pm & Week 2 Packet 
 
Saturday, February 1: 
Topics: Lesson 4: The Culture of Segregation 
BCTC:  Davidson Ch. 21 and 22--LearnSmart due by 1/31 10 pm & Week 3 Packet 
 
Saturday, February 8: 
Topics: Lesson 5: “Safe for Democracy” & Lesson 6: Immigration and The American Dream 
BCTC: Davidson Ch. 23 and 24--LearnSmart due by 2/7 10 pm & Week 4 Packet 
 
Saturday, February 15: 
Topics: Lesson 7: Shakespeare’s Sisters 
BCTC: Week 5 Packet & Begin Best War Ever 
 
Saturday, February 22: 
Topics: Lesson 8: “Brother Can You Spare a Dime?” 
BCTC: Davidson Ch. 25 and 26--LearnSmart due by 2/21 10 pm & Week 6 Packet 
**We will also have a study session for the exam and the writing assignment from 3-4 pm.  
 
Saturday, March 1: 
Topics: Lesson 9: World War II and Film Noir 
BCTC: Best War Ever & Week 7 Packet 

**BEST WAR EVER REVIEW DUE** (must be submitted to Blackboard by 10:00  
pm Feb 28; and a hard copy must be brought to class March 1 at noon.) 

 
Saturday, March 8: 
**MIDTERM EXAM** 
Topics: Lesson 10: World War II and Human Atrocities 
BCTC: Week 8 packet 
 

Saturday, March 15 - **SPRING BREAK** 
 
Saturday, March 22: 
Topics: Lesson 11: The Liberal Consensus  
BCTC: Davidson Ch. 27 and 28--LearnSmart due by 3/21 10 pm & Week 9 Packet 
 
Saturday, March 29: 
Topics: Lesson 12: The Civil Rights Revolution 
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BCTC: Davidson Ch. 29--LearnSmart due by 3/28 10 pm & Week 10 Packet & Coming of Age  
(part one and two) 

 
Saturday, April 5:   
Topics: Lesson 13: Vietnam Culture 
BCTC: Davidson Ch. 30--LearnSmart due by 4/4 10 pm & Week 11 Packet & Coming of Age  

(part three and four) 
 
Saturday, April 12: 
Topics: Lesson 14: Minority Rights Movements  
BCTC: Week 12 Packet 

**COMING OF AGE PAPER DUE** (must be submitted to Blackboard by 10:00 pm 
April 11; and a hard copy must be brought to class April 12 at noon.) 

 
Saturday, April 19: 
Topics: Lesson 15: The Rise of Conservatism 
BCTC: Davidson Ch. 31 and 32--LearnSmart due by 4/18 10 pm & Week 13 Packet 
 
Saturday, April 26: 
Topics: Lesson 16: “The Pale Blue Dot” 
BCTC: Week 14 Packet 

 **EXTRA CREDIT PROJECTS DUE** (must be submitted to Blackboard by 
10:00 pm April 25; and a hard copy must be brought to class April 26 at noon.) 

 
Saturday, May 3: 
**FINAL EXAM** 
  
 
COPYRIGHT PROTECTION and DISCLAIMER: 
© Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-2014. All federal and state copyrights reserved for all 
original material presented in this course through any medium. Unless otherwise noted, all 
course materials are the intellectual property of the instructor and are thus copyrighted. 
Individuals are prohibited from being paid for taking, selling, or otherwise transferring for 
value, personal class or other information notes made during this course to any entity without 
the express written permission of Andrew Joseph Pegoda. In addition to legal sanctions, 
students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to disciplinary action from the 
college administration.  
 
Finally, the course instructor reserves the right to make changes to any part of the course 
requirements, policies, deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of 
any and all changes.  
 
 
“What are you going to do? Are you going to be a passive recipient of education, or are you going to become 

an active owner of your education?” 
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Study Guide for the Midterm Exam and Final Exam 

 
For the midterm exam, students will write two essays and for the final, three. Students will not 
have a choice, so they need to prepare for all of the possible essays.   
 
Essays require much more than simple regurgitation. Rather, students must think about ideas, 
examples, and evidence from lectures, discussions, and readings and use them to support and 
develop a strong essay. Since students have these questions from the first day of class, the 
professor expects answers to be particularly developed and will grade accordingly. Students 
must come to class prepared and with a plan for each question.  
 
Essays must have an introduction with a thesis, several body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
Students should use key terms from the lectures and readings. Students must focus on the who, 
what, when, where, how, and why questions. Change over time and historical significance are 
also important. Students must also show how different concepts are connected. Essay should 
only be developed based on material from this class. Essays that do not use both in-class 
material and readings will not receive a passing grade, as will essays that use information not 
presented in this class. Each essay will likely be at least 3-4 pages.  
 
On the day of each exam, the professor will supply Bluebooks. Students should bring several 
blue or black pens. During the exam, students may consult one one-sided 8½” x 11” sheet of 
notes. These notes must be TYPED, double spaced, in Times New Roman size 12. These sheet 
may only contain bullet points, outlines, reminders of a few key terms or readings, etc. This 
sheet may NOT include full sentences, full paragraphs, etc. Students must have their sheet of 
notes approved before taking the exam. Students must turn this sheet of notes in with the 
exam. During the exam, students are not permitted to leave the room.  
 
Any form of cheating (using extra study aides, talking, having a phone out, etc.) will result in 
an automatic “F” in the class, and a report will be filed with Academic Affairs. As a reminder, 
no makeup exams will be given. Come to the exam on time and prepared to show everything 
you have learned.  
 
Two of the following will appear on the Midterm; students will answer both. 50 point each. 

1. How and why did the United States’s international role develop and change from 1870-
1945? What were the advantages and disadvantages of this for the United States and 
for the world? How did people in the United States feel about this new role?  
 

2. One way to study United States history is to analyze conflict groups, for example, men 
vs. women; whites vs. blacks; business vs. workers, etc. How did national (and 



international) mores and “dominant groups” treat “the other” in each grouping and 
why, how did this treatment change over time, and why was there so much unrest? 

 
3. From 1870-1945, industrialism radically transformed the United States. How did the 

nation change, and what were the consequences of this industrial change? 
 

4. What do images, songs, movies, and writings, for example, from 1870-1945 tell us about 
how people felt, responded to the times, and/or advocated for change? 
 

5. How did everyday people live, and how did this change during the time from 1870-
1945? What challenges did people face?  

 
Two of the following will appear on the final (part I); students will answer both. 40 points 
each. 

1. Some historians have argued that everything that has happened since World War II is in 
some way connected to World War II. What do these historians mean? Do you agree or 
disagree and why? 
 

2. What were the various grassroots movements starting in the 1950s seeking, how did the 
nation respond, and what were the legacies of these movements? 

 
3. What kind of political changes and conflicts has the United States faced from the New 

Deal to the re-election of Barack Obama? What have key turning points been? Why are 
people so divided along political lines? 

 
4. What factors led to the decline of liberalism and the rise of conservatism in the late 

1960s and 1970s? 
 

5. What role have fear and hope played in United States history since the beginning of 
World War II? What are people afraid of, why, and how do they respond? What gives 
people hope and why? Are these hopes and fears rational?  

 
The following will appear on the final (part II); students must answer this question. 20 points. 

1. If any theme or “red thread” can tie virtually everything in United States history 
together it would be both the apparent gap between proclaimed ideals and the “reality” 
AND the never-ceasing grassroots movements and protests by individuals seeking 
change. Write an essay that traces the most important events and themes since 1870 
and that describes what you have learned this semester.  

 



Final Exam Extra Credit Opportunity (5 points max.): 
 
Pick one of the following groupings and then correctly identify and explain: 

▪ a general idea who or what the two terms are; 
▪ the historical and cultural significance of the terms;  
▪ and most importantly, at least ½ to ¾ of a page of insightful and original comments 

about how the two seemingly unrelated terms are connected.  
 

• Brown v. Board of Education and Mildred Pierce 
 

• The BITCH Manifesto and Shoulder Arms 
 

• Literacy Test and Rebel Girl 
 

• Moral Majority and Modern Times 
 

• Tea Room Study and War of 1898 (aka Spanish American War) 
 

• Pocahontas Exception and Girls Just Want to Have Fun 
 

• I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier and Alice Paul 
 

• She Works Hard For Her Money and Carl Sagan  
 

• Freda Celistine Goodon Robinson and Capitalism  
 

• Silent Majority and What I’ve Done  
 

• Scopes Trial and Taxi Driver  
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Guidelines for The Best War Ever Book Review 

 
Students should write a 4-5 page critical essay in which they analyze and evaluate Adams’s The 
Best War Ever: America and World War II. Guidelines for this paper are below. This paper is due 
online Friday, February 28, 2014, at 10:00 pm. A hardcopy should be brought to class and 
submitted at noon Saturday, March 1. No late work will be accepted. Papers may be submitted 
early. Additionally, the professor will happily go over reviews and provide feedback before the 
deadline so students have an opportunity to improve. Students seeking early feedback should 
contract the professor several days before the due date.  
 
Students should use the following outline as a general guide for developing their reviews. These 
questions should be considered but should be addressed in a narrative fashion that is clear and 
makes sense. 
 

I. This review should open with an introductory paragraph where the writer tells the 
reader what to expect in the review.  

 
II. The next paragraph should provide a BRIEF summary of Adams’s work. It should also 

identify Adams’s overall thesis. Why does Adams say his topic is needed? What themes 
or topics does Adams address? 

 
III. The next three paragraphs should explain the three most important major arguments 

Adams use. One per paragraph. Why are these important? What are the implications of 
these arguments? What assumptions do these arguments rest on? 

 
IV. In the next paragraph, discuss what kind of evidence Adams uses. What kind of sources 

does he mention or reference? Does Adams do an effective job of using said evidence to 
support his overall ideas? Can you imagine other kinds of evidence that would support, 
or possibly contradict, Adams’s argument? 

 
V. In the next paragraph, consider how Adams’s work compares with the textbook, 

assigned primary sources, and course lectures. How do these perspectives agree or 
disagree? Does the textbook even deal with the questions explored by Adams? What 
observations can you make about what seems to be important to historians or what 
they disagree about? 

 
VI. In the concluding paragraph or two, please evaluate the work by providing your opinion. 

Were you persuaded by Adams’s argument and use of evidence and explanations? Are 
you persuaded as to the larger significance of this material? Did Adams write in a clear, 



coherent, organized way? Does Adams seem biased in any way? What did you like about 
the book and why? What did you not like about the book and why? Has your interest in 
World War II been satisfied, piqued, or bludgeoned out of you? For all of these 
questions, answer why and how and provide examples.  

 
Please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman size 12, with 
one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and format count – 
please use Academic English (this means NOT using first person, text-message language, 
contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make more mistakes on grammar 
than on content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments must be submitted online for 
plagiarism detection in Blackboard. Additionally, students must bring a hardcopy to class with 
the turn-it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge attached—all pages must be 
stapled. 
 
Quotations must be kept to a minimum. No more than four (brief) total sentences may be 
quoted throughout the paper. When quoting, put the page number in a parenthetical citation. 
For example, “I am quoting this line” (4).   
 
Academic honesty is very important and is required. For out-of-class assignments, including 
this review, students are prohibited from using any outside sources or each other, doing so 
constitutes cheating. This means students MAY NOT reference any online sources or reviews 
about the book. Students must complete the review INDEPENDENTLY. Students may only 
reference material specifically assigned or discussed in this class, such as weekly packets, 
lectures, the textbook, or class discussions. Students are also prohibited from, for example, 
turning in the same paper as another student, submitting an online review as their work, or 
having someone else write the paper for them. Students who cheat or plagiarize will be 
punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in an “F” for the course. In all cases, all violations 
of academic honesty will be reported to Academic Affairs, and students will run the risk of 
being expelled from the University of Houston. Students with questions should ask. Students 
are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as rules of common sense. 
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Guidelines for Coming of Age in Mississippi Analysis 

 
The purpose of this book project is to provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate 
their ability to analyze important historical themes in Anne Moody’s Coming of Age in 
Mississippi (1968). Students will write eight detailed responses of approximately three-fourths 
of a page to one full page each in response to the following EIGHT passages from Coming of 
Age. Each response should 1) place the passage in the context of the work as a whole, 2) 
analyze what significance the passage has to the work as a whole, 3) compare Moody’s 
perspective with others discussed in class, and 4) explain the student’s reaction to the passage. 
 
In other words, each paragraph should explain what the selected passage means and why it is 
important. Be sure to address the core theme or question in each passage. When discussing the 
significance, students should be sure to discuss and explain key themes, such as 1) how these 
are and are not unique to Moody, 2) Moody’s relationship with whites, blacks, and how these 
relationships differ, and 3) how it relates to her “coming of age” in terms of understanding 
“race” and discrimination in the South during the 1940s, 50s, and 60s. Paragraphs must 
demonstrate a deep, critical understanding of the work. 
 
This paper is due online Friday, April 11, 2014, at 10:00 pm. A hardcopy should be brought to 
class and submitted at noon Saturday, April 12, 2014. No late work will be accepted. Papers 
may be submitted early. Additionally, the professor will happily go over reviews and provide 
feedback before the deadline so students have an opportunity to improve. Students seeking 
early feedback should contract the professor several days in advance. 
 
Quotations from Coming of Age. 

1. The saleslady acted as if she was mad and so did Mama. So I took the bed with little 
brown posts. Then Mama picked out a green three-piece sofa set for the living room. 
Mama asked for an icebox and they didn’t have one. I was glad because then I hoped 
she would buy one of these nice big refrigerators like the Johnsons and the Claibornes 
had. But she didn’t. She gave the lady a down payment on the furniture and we left. On 
the way home she kept telling me that I shouldn’t want everything white folks had. She 
said that Miss Ola’s bed cost more money than our house had cost. “Miss Claiborne and 
Miss Ola done ruined you,” she said. I often got the felling that Mama didn’t like Mrs 
Claiborne acting like I was her daughter. The way she said they had “ruined me” I knew 
for a fact that she didn’t like them treating me like their equal. I remember once I had 
told her that I ate at the same table with the Claibornes and she asked me, “What they 
say to you when y’all be eatin?” SO I told her “We just eat and talk!” “Eat and talk!” she 
said. “What you gotta talk about with them white folks?” (48) 

 



2. I was fifteen years old when I began to hate people. I hated the white men who 
murdered Emmett Till and I hated all the other whites who were responsible for the 
countless murders Mrs. Rice had told me about and those I vaguely remembered from 
childhood. But I also hated Negroes. I hated them for not standing up and doing 
something about the murders. In fact, I think I had a stronger resentment toward 
Negroes for letting whites kill them than toward the whites. Anyway, it was at this stage 
in my life that I began to look upon Negro men as cowards. I could not respect them for 
smiling in a white man’s face, addressing him as Mr. So-and-So, saying yessuh and 
nosssuh when after they were home behind closed doors that same white man was a 
son of a bitch, a bastard, or any other name more suitable than mister. (136) 

 
3. The dining room in Mrs. Burke’s house had come to mean many things to me. It 

symbolized hatred, love, and fear in many variations. The hatred, love, and fear in many 
variations. The hatred and the love caused me much anxiety and fear. But courage was 
growing in me too. Little by little it was getting harder and harder for me not to speak 
out. Then one Wednesday night it happened. (163).  

 
4. I could barely wait until September, when I was to enroll in Tougallo College as a junior. 

Meanwhile, I tried to find out as much as I could about the school. A girlfriend of mine 
at Natchex, after learning of my scholarship, told me that Tougaloo was not for people 
my color. When I asked her what she meant, she merely said, “Baby, you’re too black. 
You gotta be high yellow with a richass daddy.” (261) 

 
5. After the sit-in, all I could think of was how sick Mississippi whites were. They believed 

so much in the segregated Southern way of life, they would kill to preserve it. I sat there 
in the NAACP office and thought of how many times they had killed when this way of life 
was threatened. I knew that the killing had just begun. “Many more will die before it is 
over with,” I thought. Before the sit-in, I had always hated the whites in Mississippi. 
Now I knew it was impossible for me to hate sickness. The whites had a disease, an 
incurable disease in its final stage. (292) 

 
6. By the time we got to Lincoln Memorial, there were already thousands of people there. I 

sat on the grass and listened to the speakers, to discover we had “dreamers” instead of 
leaders leading us. Just about every one of them stood up there dreaming. Martin 
Luther King went on and on talking about his dream. I sat there thinking that in Canton 
we never had time to sleep, much less dream. (337) 

 
7. I got tired of everyone staring at me so I decided to leave the party.…I was almost 

blinded by tears running down my cheeks. I couldn’t understand why I seemed so 
strange to everyone. At the party I felt like I had committed a crime and everyone was 
punishing me by not talking to me. All of a sudden, I found myself wishing I was in 
Canton again working in the Movement with people who understood me. Here among 
my own people, I seemed crazy because I was grieved over problems they didn’t even 
think about. (388) 



 
8. I didn’t answer him. I knew I didn’t have to. He looked as if he knew exactly what I was 

thinking. “I wonder. I wonder.” We shall overcome, We shall overcome / We shall 
overcome some day. I wonder. I really wonder. (424) 

 
Please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman size 12, with 
one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and format count – 
please use Academic English (this means NOT using first person, text-message language, 
contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make more mistakes on grammar 
than on content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments must be submitted online for 
plagiarism detection in Blackboard. Additionally, students must bring a hardcopy to class with 
the turn-it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge attached—all pages must be 
stapled. 
 
This essay should not have any quotations. 
 
Academic honesty is very important and is required. For out-of-class assignments, including 
this analysis, students are prohibited from using any outside sources or each other, doing so 
constitutes cheating. This means students MAY NOT reference any online sources or reviews 
about the book. Students must complete this paper INDEPENDENTLY. Students may only 
reference material specifically assigned or discussed in this class, such as weekly packets, 
lectures, the textbook, or class discussions. Students are also prohibited from, for example, 
turning in the same paper as another student, submitting an online review as their work, or 
having someone else write the paper for them. Students who cheat or plagiarize will be 
punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in an automatic “F” for the course. In all cases, all 
violations of academic honesty will be reported to Academic Affairs, and students will run the 
risk of being expelled from the University of Houston. Students with questions should ask. 
Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as rules of common 
sense. 
 
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #2 – January 25 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences. This quiz has questions on the front and 
on the back. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long your 
response needs to be. Be sure to provide enough detail to show me that you have read and 
thought about the material. Remember to use only blue or black ink and to write your full name 
(clearly) at the top. Thank you.  
 

According to what we discussed last class, please answer the following: 

As we discussed in class last week, how is History defined?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly name and describe one of the core perspectives we went over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the packet readings and lesson last time, please answer the following: 

Did the “Kill the Indian, Save the Man” philosophy work in transforming Ah-nen-la-de-ni? Why 
or why not? What were his thoughts on “civilization,” “whites,” and “Indians”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

According to the packet readings, please answer the following: 

How do you think the Miner in “A Miner’s Story” would respond to Carnegie’s, Sumner’s, and 
George’s views of capitalism? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #3 – February 1 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to what we discussed last class, please answer the following:  

How do we define industrialism? Why is it an “ism”? In your opinion, what was the most 
important consequence of industrialism, and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the packet readings, please answer the following:  
How were Booker T. Washington’s and W.E.B. Du Bois’s views different? Why was Du Bois 
critical of Washington? Who do you think had the better position for the 1890s and early 1900s, 
and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
How do you think Jourdon Anderson would respond to Washington’s and Du Bois’s ideas? What 
about “Anonymous” (“A Negro Nurse”)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think Washington’s and Du Bois’s ideas meant to individuals racialized as White 
and who were poor? racialized as White and rich? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #4 – February 8 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to what we discussed last class, please answer the following:  

What do we mean by the “Culture of Segregation”? What does this say about the gap between 
the law and reality? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How were African Americans represented in film and media in the early 1900s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the packet readings, please answer the following:  
What was the Hungarian’s, Mike Trudies, experience like? How does this relate to the 
experience of Asian immigrants, such as Lee Chew and Mary Tape?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #5 – February 15 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to the podcast, please answer the following:  

How did Ellis Island represent a gap between the expectation of the US and the realty?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the beginning of Best War Ever, please answer the following:  
In your opinion, how persuasive is Adams when it comes to explaining the factors leading to 
World War II and the mythologizing of World War II? How is he or isn’t he persuasive so far? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the packet readings, please answer the following:  
What were the essays and short stories you read about? Is there a common theme across these 
writings from Kate Chopin, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Virginia Woolf? Please give specific 
examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #6 – February 22 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to the lesson last time, please answer the following:  

What is the difference between Victorianism and Modernism? What contributed to the 
beginning of Modernism?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did science (men) say about women, and how did women respond?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the packet readings, please answer the following:  
What are the different views presented about economics, society, and the future in order to 
solve the Great Depression?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 
Quiz #7 – March 1 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to the lesson last time, please answer the following:  

How did the Great Depression completely transform the nation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the film, please answer the following:  
What is film noir, and why is Mildred Pierce important as a historical/cultural artifact? (Please 
use the space below and continue on the back.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #8 – March 22 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to the podcast, please answer the following:  

What special considerations need to be taken when studying Anne Frank’s diary? What events 
are not covered in her diary (consider examples from the lesson)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who was Irena Sendler? Name the two major ways in which she is an important person to 
discuss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What contributed to World War II-era notions of hope and fear? Considering the podcast and 
the assigned primary source readings, which do you think (hope or fear) played the biggest role 
in the world?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Why is the Holocaust important for us to discuss in a United States history class? Consider how 
the holocaust was possible and long-term consequences for the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What surprised/offended you most of the various World War II human atrocities discussed?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 

Quiz #9 – March 29 – 15 minutes 
 

Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to class last time, please answer the following:  

Please discuss the Liberal Consensus (c. 1933-1972) in terms of hope and fear. Name the three 
major components of this philosophy. What were examples of cracks in this era of consensus?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the packet reading, please answer the following:  

What did you learn about the Montgomery Bus Boycott? What made it work? Who played 
important roles? How was it so much more complex that the default cultural narratives that 
focus on Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 
Quiz #10 – April 5 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

According to the lesson last class, please answer the following:  
What is meant by “historical memory”? What is meant by the “Civil Rights Revolution”? How 
are these two things connected?  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the packet reading, please answer the following:  

What was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s overall argument against the war in Vietnam? Does he do 
an effective job arguing this? How or how not? (continue your response on the next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review question: 
What are the three major components of the “Liberal Consensus”?  
 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 
Quiz #11 – April 12 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

Review question: 

What are the three major components of the “Liberal Consensus”? 
 
 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 
3) 
 
 
 
 

Answer the following according to our last class and the film study questions: 

Was Hearts and Minds effective at teaching you about the Vietnam War? How or how not? 
Should this film be used in future semesters?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the notion of “Ordinary Nazis” parallel the situation in Vietnam with US soldiers?  

 



According to the packet readings, please answer the following:  

What was “the problem that had no name”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

According to the first issue of Come Out!, what were pressing concerns for the gay community 
in the late 1960s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 
Quiz #12 – April 19 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

Please answer the following according to our last class session: 

Explain the concept of “identity politics.” Then briefly compare and contrast the hopes, fears, 
and other issues in the Women’s movement. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ability to analyze and recognize social constructions is important to understanding history, 
culture, and change. Briefly explain why (i.e., what historical events) homosexuality went from 
being a “mental illness” in the 50s, to not being a “mental illness” in the 70s (unless said gay 
person was depressed or transgender – new “mental illnesses” were created), to starting in the 
70s and 80s being classified by some important/powerful sectors a “sin.”



According to the packet readings, please answer the following:  

During the 1970s and 1980s, the United States faced many new political conflicts and 
challenges from the so-named “silent majority.” Based on the speeches you read from Carter 
and Reagan, what were some of the specific problems, proposed solutions, and how did these 
two men differ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
 



HISTORY 1378-05 (23354) 

United States History since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2014 
Quiz #13 – April 26 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space in-between questions as a guide to how long 
response should be. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. You should 
write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  
 

Please answer the following according to our last class session and the packet reading: 

What do Marwa's (from the packet) experiences tells us about racialized and genderized 
ideologies and worldviews both in the United States and abroad? Discuss how the following 
worldviews would respond to her experiences: Enlightenment, Postmodernism, Christian 
Theism, Liberalism, and Conservatism. (Please continue on the next page.) 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Optional question: 

The following question is designed to allow students to provide regular input. No need to 
address every aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, 
or confusing, and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share any other 
questions or concerns.  
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