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HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Spring 2015, Tuesday/Thursday 8:00 am - 9:20 am, Liberal Arts Building G179 

 

Professor Andrew Joseph Pegoda 
Email: apegoda@alvincollege.edu; Web: andrewpegoda.com; Phone: 979-341-9139  

Office: G100 Office Hours: TBA and By Appointment  
 

History is a tale told about the past in the present for present purposes. 

 
The past is never dead. It’s not even the past. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
United States History Since 1877 provides an across-the-discipline survey of important and 
interesting events, people, and ideas in the United States’s cultural, economic, political, and 
social development since the Civil War and Reconstruction era. This course is an exploration 
of questions and perspectives. As a survey, it is highly selective, by necessity. In this section, 
we will be exploring the nation’s past with a special eye on racism, sexism, and cultural 
reflections as presented in film, music, photography, and literature. In addition, this course 
provides an overview of basic Historical Methods, including instruction in primary and 
secondary sources. History is much more than a collection of “facts” to be memorized (and 
forgotten). History is one framework which helps explain where we have been and where we 
are going.  Class time will be used for interactive lessons and to explore topics beyond the 
scope of the readings, so students must come prepared to explore new topics, to analyze 
written documents and cultural artifacts, and to actively participate with an open-mind.  
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“What are you going to do? Are you going to be a passive recipient of education, or are you going to become 
an active owner of your education?” 

 
OBJECTIONABLE MATERIAL WARNING/WHAT TO EXPECT IN THIS CLASS:  
Enrollment in this course acknowledges the intent to learn; therefore, students are required to 
attend every class, arrive on time, remain the entire period, and actively participate in-class. 
Additionally, this is a college course, and students should know that anything is fair game. 
College classrooms are unique places where diverse ideas, opinions, and perspectives are 
welcomed and should be shared--respectfully. Additionally, professors (and students) have 
the academic freedom to discuss anything they desire within the bounds of common decency 
and good taste, as related to the study of History. Thus, although frequently ignored or 
hidden, the story of the United States is tragic. Lectures, documents, quotations, images, 
songs, and videos, etc., will frequently provoke very strong feelings, as they should. 
Additionally, our reactions to these topics will vary by age, experience, and interest.  It is vital 
that these feelings and reactions be discussed but in a respectful, open-minded way. To this 
end, active participation is required and includes attentiveness, behavior, performance on 
miscellaneous in-class work, and informed contributions. Behaviors that would impede this 
process are prohibited, such as text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering cell phones, 
talking out of turn, etc. Students are responsible for knowing and following common sense. 
The professor is committed to creating and maintaining an open and productive intellectually 
engaging learning environment. Rude or disruptive students will be instructed to leave the 
classroom—warnings will not be issued.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1) We will learn to ask informed, insightful, productive questions.  
2) We will explore dynamics of racism/imperialism and sexism with an emphasis on 

individuals racialized as Black and genderized as Female. 
3) We will examine the role of the federal, state, and local governments and its 

relationship with business, individuals, and interest groups. 
4) We will explore the role that everyday individuals play in advocating for change.  
5) We will explore the relationship between eras in terms of how issues change or don’t 

change and how perception differs from “reality” based on evidence. 
6) We will analyze written documents and cultural artifacts from periods under study in 

order to understand historical memory and how people responded to hopes and fears.  
7) We will analyze scholarly secondary sources in order to understand how History is 

constructed.  
8) We will analyze the differences between history (little “h”) and History (capital “H”). 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
By the end of this semester, through reading and writing assignments, cultural artifacts, 
lectures, and discussions, students will have increased their written and oral communication 
and critical thinking abilities. Additionally, students will have honed the ability to recognize 1) 
the importance of supporting “facts” based by evidence, 2) on-going dialogues between past 
and present, and 3) multiple perspectives and how these vary by time and place. Most 
importantly, as the goal is in any Liberal Arts course, students will be more enlightened, well-
rounded individuals, with a desire to learn and ask questions.  
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REQUIRED READINGS (to be brought to class on appropriate days): 
1) James L. Roark, et al., Understanding the American Promise  
2) Michael C. C. Adams, The Best War Ever: America and World War II 
3) Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi [any unabridged edition is fine] 
4) Weekly Packets [provided to students in Blackboard] 

**Students also need a stapler for packets and assignments, and at least three Bluebooks from 
the campus bookstore for major exams. Students will need to rent Mildred Pierce (1945). 
**Copies of the required books can be bought on campus or elsewhere online and are on 
reserve in the Library and may be checked out for two hours at a time  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
Students are required to read all material, complete all assignments, and attend all classes. 
Students who miss class are responsible for all material covered. Professors expect students to 
study 2-3 hours outside of class for 1 hour in class. Therefore, students should be aware that 
reading and writing for 6-9 hours weekly is important for any college course. Requirements 
are designed to provide numerous low-risk opportunities, as to optimize student success. 
Grades are based on performance. Students must wait 24 hours before asking questions about 
returned work. While specific details are on Blackboard and a general grading rubric, the 
general breakdown of course requirements is as follows: 
 
35%—Quizzes            
Quizzes have broad questions covering important themes from previous classes and assigned 
materials due for the week. Thoughtful responses are required. Questions are not difficult. 
They should help students learn and excel. Quizzes will usually be on Tuesdays from 8:00 to 
8:15. The professor reserves the right to assign additional quizzes. Under no circumstance will 
late or makeup quizzes be permitted. Two grades will be dropped. 
 
10%—Online Discussions           
There will be six discussions in Blackboard throughout the semester. Discussions require a 
thoughtful and informed response to the given prompt. One grade will be dropped.  
 
10%—Monograph Analysis & 15%—Memoir Analysis        
Students will complete two writing assignments: the first over The Best War Ever, and the 
second over Coming of Age in Mississippi. Students are encouraged to start early and take 
advantage of early reviews. 
 
15%—Midterm Exam & 15%—Final Exam        
Students will take two essay exams based on both reading and lecture/discussion. Questions 
involve knowing who, what, when, where, how, why, the historical significance, context, and 
background. Changes over time and historical significance are most important. Possible 
questions and specific details are available starting the first day of class.  
 
Extra Credit Possibilities           
Students may earn extra credit by writing a four-to-six page monograph analysis covering an 
approved academic monograph. Students may write a total of two reviews for extra credit, 
each worth up to five percent bonus points added to the course average. Prior approval is 
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required. Extra credit may not be used to skip basic course requirements. In particular, 
students most complete the midterm, final, both writing assignments, and at least seventy 
percent of quizzes and discussions to be eligible for these extra credit options.  
 

**Final grades will be dropped by 10% if a student misses more than four classes.**  
**Honors Credit is available and highly recommended.** 

 
The grading scale is as follows:
90-100, A 
80-89, B  

70-79, C  
60-69, D 

Below 60 or for academic 
dishonesty, F

 
I—Incompletes are only considered when students have extreme and documented 
emergencies, have been passing, and are unable to complete the course. 
 
W—Students should discuss their options with the professor prior to withdrawing from a 
class. Current course withdrawal information can be found in the printed version of the ACC 
Schedule or online.  Students who file withdrawal requests by the published deadline and 
have not exceeded the withdrawal maximum (6) will receive a grade of W. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IN-CLASS WORK: 
In-class assignments must be completed in regular blue or black ink – any other work will 
not be graded—it is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s eyes. Work submitted without a 
(clearly written) full name will also not be graded. In-class work must also follow normal 
guidelines of Standard English—this includes complete sentences and legible handwriting.  
 
GUIDELINES FOR OUT-OF-CLASS WORK: 
Spelling, grammar, and format count—please use Academic English (this means NOT using 
first person, text-message language, contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Out-of-class 
essays must be submitted for plagiarism detection and must be in Times New Roman size 12 
with one-inch margins on all four sides and double-spaced. Work is only considered 
“submitted” when it is submitted both online and face-to-face. Additionally, students must 
bring a hardcopy to class with the academic honesty pledge—all pages must be stapled.  
  
LATE WORK POLICY: 
NO LATE WORK!! No exceptions. No excuses. HOWEVER, students legitimately needing 
more time for any reason or who have conflicts with due dates should notify the professor by 
email in advance. Exceptions, of course, will be considered for legitimate, documented 
emergencies in cases where the student is passing the class.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  
Students at Alvin Community College are members of an institution dedicated to the pursuit 
of knowledge through a formalized program of instruction and learning. At the heart of this 
endeavor, lie the core values of academic integrity, which include honesty, truth, and freedom 
from lies and fraud. Because personal integrity is important in all aspects of life, students at 
Alvin Community College are expected to conduct themselves with honesty and integrity both 
in and out of the classroom. Incidents of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and 
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students guilty of such conduct are subject to severe disciplinary measures. Specifically, for 
out-of-class assignments, students are prohibited from using outside sources or each other. 
During in-class assignments, students are not permitted to use any resources. Cheating or 
plagiarizing one minor assignment will result in a zero for assignments in that category; 
cheating or plagiarizing on two will result in an “F” for the class. Cheating or plagiarizing 
on an exam or major writing assignment will result in an “F” for the class. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. Professors are required to report violations of academic honesty. Students 
are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as common sense.  
 
ACCOMMODATIONS:  
ACC complies with ADA and 504 Federal guidelines by affording equal access to individuals 
who are seeking an education. Students who have a disability and would like classroom 
accommodations must register with the Office of Disability Services. Students must present 
documentation to the professor   the requested accommodations during the first week of class 
or as soon as a disability arise. Professors are not able to provide accommodations otherwise. 
Call (281) 756-3433 or email Eileen Cross. 
 
BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION TEAM (BIT) – LETTING SOMEONE KNOW: 
The Behavioral Intervention Team (BIT) at Alvin Community College is committed to 
improving community safety through a proactive, collaborative, coordinated, objective, and 
thoughtful approach to the prevention, identification, assessment, intervention, and 
management of situations that pose, or may reasonably pose, a threat to the safety and well-
being to the campus community. College faculty, staff, students, and community members 
may communicate concerns by email or by Web.  
 
SUPPORT INFORMATION:   
For technical problems with Blackboard complete the Online Support Form. For 
WEBACCESS contact (281) 756-3544 or visit their Webpage.   
 
The ACC Library is an excellent source for research and writing help. Quiet rooms are 
available for studying and doing class work. For more information, visit the ACC Library 
Website or call 281-756-3559. The ACC Tutoring/Learning Lab, located upstairs in building 
A, provides students with a variety of services including tutoring (math, writing, and other 
disciplines); computers and printers; a testing facility; and tables/carrels for studying. Call 
281-756-3566 or visit the ACC Tutoring/Learning Website for more information. 
 
VERY IMPORTANT TIPS FOR BEING SUCCESSFUL: 
This is not designed to be a difficult course. Students who attend class, take notes, participate, 
read the required readings, and who study actively and deeply, will have no problem earning 
a high grade. Starting early (and following directions) is the number one key to being 
successful. Students are encouraged to form study groups. The professor is available to 
students for any questions or concerns about the subject material, including reviewing drafts 
of assignments. One final note, while students frequently say “this is a lot of reading,” please 
remember the privilege you have to both be able to read and to have the opportunity to read. 
Welcome!  
COPYRIGHT PROTECTION: 
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© Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-2015. All copyright protections reserved for all original 
material presented in this course. Unless otherwise noted, all materials are the intellectual 
property of the professor and are copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from being paid for 
taking, selling, or otherwise transferring for value, class notes or other information made 
during this course to any entity. In addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of 
these prohibitions may be subject to disciplinary action from the administration.  
 

 
COURSE CALENDAR: 
 
**BCTC= Before Coming To Class 
**All assignments and readings for a given week are due Monday at 10 pm.   
 
1/20 & 1/22: Lesson 1: “What is History?” & Lesson 2: Indians Under Siege 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 18; Packet #1 
 
1/27 & 1/29: Lesson 3: Second Industrial Revolution 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 17 and 19; Packet #2 
 
2/3 & 2/5: Lesson 4: Culture of Segregation 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 16; Packet #3; Discussion #1 
 
2/10 & 2/12: Lesson 5: “Safe for Democracy” & Lesson 6: Immigration 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 20 and 22; Podcast #1 (20 min); The Immigrant (20 min); Packet #4; 
Discussion #2 
 
2/17 & 2/19: Lesson 7: “Shakespeare’s Sisters”: Women, Science, and Society 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 21; Packet #5; Begin Best War Ever 
 
2/24 & 2/26: Lesson 8: “Brother Can You Spare a Dime?” 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 23 and 24; Packet #6a and 6b; Best War Ever; Discussion #3 
 
3/3 & 3/5: Lesson 9: WWII--Film Noir 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 25; Packet #7; Mildred Pierce  
 **BEST WAR EVER PAPER DUE 3/2 10PM**  
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3/10 & 3/12: **MIDTERM EXAM**  
BCTC: Packet #8; Begin Coming of Age 
 
3/24 & 3/26: Lesson 10: WWII--Human Atrocities & Lesson 11: Cold War Culture  
BCTC: Podcast #2 (2 hrs.); Roark Ch. 26 and 27; Packet #9; Discussion #4; Continue Coming 
of Age 
 
3/31 & 4/2: Lesson 12: “Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired” 
BCTC: Packet #10; Finish Coming of Age  
 
4/7 & 4/9: Lesson 13: High Tide of Liberalism & Lesson 14: The Vietnam War 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 29; Packet #11; Hearts and Minds; Discussion #5 
 
4/14 & 4/16: Lesson 15: Minority Rights Movements—Women 
BCTC: Packet #12a and 12b 
**COMING OF AGE PAPER DUE 4/13 10 PM** 
 
4/21 & 4/23: Lesson 16: Minority Rights Movements—LGBTs and Chican@s   
BCTC: Roark Ch. 28; Packet #13 
 
4/28 & 4/30: Lesson 17: Overview of Worldviews & Lesson 18: Rise of Conservatism 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 30; Packet #14 
 
5/5 & 5/7: Lesson 19: “The Pale Blue Dot” 
BCTC: Roark Ch. 31; Packet #15; Discussion #6 
**EXTRA CREDIT PAPERS DUE 5/4 10 PM** 
 
5/14: **FINAL EXAM 8-10 am**

 
**NOTE** 

The professor reserves the right to change any part of the course 
requirements, policies, deadlines, content, etc. Students are 

responsible for keeping track of any and all changes. Any changes 
will be announced in class and/or sent by email.  

 
Students are more than welcome to email at any time. Please feel 

free to ask questions, express concerns, or even to share something 
interesting. Emails will general be answered within 24 hours. 

Additionally, the professor will usually send an email each week 
with updates and reminders. Be sure you receive these.   

 
Finally, this class and my office will always will be a safe place for 

everyone. 
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Study Guide for the Midterm Exam and Final Exam 

 
Extended Essay (100 points) 
For the Midterm Exam students will write two essays, for the final one essay. Possible 
questions are below. Students need to prepare for all of the possible essays. Essays require 
much more than simple regurgitation. Rather, students must think about ideas, examples, and 
evidence from lectures, discussions, and readings and use them to support and develop a 
strong essay. Since students have these questions from the first day of class, the professor 
expects answers to be particularly developed and will grade accordingly. Students must come 
to class prepared and with a plan for each question.  
 
Essays must have an introduction with a thesis, several body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
Students should use key terms from lectures and readings and must focus on who, what, 
when, where, how, and why questions. Change over time and historical significance are most 
important. Students must show how different concepts are connected in an organized essay 
(e.g., discuss events/people in order, either chronologically or thematically). Essay should only 
be developed based on material from this class. Essays that do not use both in-class material 
and readings will not receive a passing grade. Each essay will likely be at least 4-5 pages.  
 
Keep in mind that while there are some wrong answers, there are many correct answers. Part 
of this assignment is seeing how students pull information together in creative ways. Likewise, 
students will not be able to (and shouldn’t) discuss everything. Students must make choices and 
pick the best examples to support arguments. There is no checklist of “do they have this.” 
Spelling and grammar do not count, provided writing/ideas are understandable.  
 
During the exam, students may consult one one-sided 8½” x 11” sheet of notes. These 
notes must be TYPED, double spaced, in Times New Roman size 12. This sheet may only 
contain phrases, outlines, reminders of a few key terms or readings, etc. This sheet may NOT 
include full sentences, full paragraphs, etc. Students must have their sheet of notes approved 
before taking the exam. Students must turn this sheet of notes in with the exam. Students who 
make a good “cheat sheet” tend to do much better on the exams. Students should bring several 
blue or black pens and a blank Bluebook. Bluebooks can be bought at the College Store. On 
the exam day, come early. Set your blank Bluebook on the front desk and wait for the exam to 
begin. At least three Bluebooks will be needed over the semester.  
 
Any form of cheating (using extra study aides, talking, having a phone out, etc.) will 
result in an automatic “F” in the class, and a report will be filed with Academic Affairs. As 
a reminder, no makeup exams will be given. Come to the exam on time and prepared to 
show everything you have learned. Students should plan to write the entire time. 
 
Please note: The Midterm Exam will extend over two periods and the final will be in one two-
hour class period.  



Two of the following will appear on the Midterm. Students will answer both. 
1. How did the War of 1898 transform the United States and its international role? What 

events lead to this transformation, supported this transformation, and what events 
resulted from this transformation? What were the advantages and disadvantages of 
this for the nation and for the world? How did people feel about this new role? 
 

2. One way to study United States History is to analyze conflict groups. In your opinion, 
what were the three most important/historically significant conflict groups from 1870-
1945, and how would you rank these? Why? How did national mores and “dominant 
groups” treat “the other” in each grouping and why, how did this treatment change 
over time, and why was there so much unrest?  

 
3. Expressions and reflections are an important part of the human experience. What do 

songs, films, paintings, political cartoons, and fictional works from 1870-1945 tell us 
about how people felt (or should feel), responded to the times, and advocated for 
change? Why is it important to study such cultural artifacts? How do the feelings and 
ideas expressed in these differ from written documents, that is “traditional” historical 
sources?  

 
4. “-Isms” are important to understanding History because of their all-encompassing 

power. Explains what makes an “-ism” an “-ism” and how various “-isms” discussed are 
interconnected. How do these change over time, and how do people respond to them? 
What limitations does a focus on “-isms” place on our understanding of History? 

 
One of the following will appear on the Final. Students will answer it. 

1. What relationships exist between expectations, laws, ideals, stated/official practices, 
and reality as supported by evidence beginning with the Liberal Consensus and the 
“American Dream”? What does this relationship suggest about the motivations of 
those with power? How, when, and why do things evolve? 
 

2. What were the various grassroots movements in the 1940s, 50s, and 60s seeking, how 
did the nation respond, and what were the legacies of these movements? What 
relationship did those fighting for civil and human rights and their opposition have 
with the “American Dream”?  

 
3. What kind of political changes and conflicts has the nation since the 1920s to the re-

election of Barack Obama? What have key turning points been? Why are people so 
divided along political/ideological lines?  

 
4. What role have hope and fear played since 1929? What are people afraid of, why, how 

do they respond? What gives people hope, why? Are these hopes and fears rational?  
 

5. What role did various arenas of the government (especially at the federal and local 
level) play in determining who would truly have power and who would not? How 
have notions of citizenship changed since 1896? Who is a citizen, isn’t? Do levels of 
citizenship vary? How? What are the rights and responsibilities of a citizen? What 
relationships exist between citizens and various bodies and layers of the government?   



HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2015 

 
Monograph Analysis 

 
Students should write a monograph analysis of at least 4-6 pages where they analyze and 
evaluate Michael C. C. Adams’s The Best War Ever: America and World War II.  
 
This paper is due Monday, March 2, 2015, at 10:00 pm. A hardcopy should be brought to 
class and submitted at 8:00 am Tuesday, March 3 with the Academic Honesty Pledge 
attached. No late work will be accepted. Papers may be submitted early.  
 
Additionally, the professor will happily go over reviews and provide feedback before the 
deadline so students have an opportunity to improve. Students seeking early feedback should 
contract the professor several days before the due date.  
 
Students should write according to the following general outline. All of these questions should 
be considered but should be addressed in a narrative fashion that is clear and makes sense. Do 
not answer each question one-by-one, as the assignment calls for a coherent essay.  
 

I. This review should open with an introductory paragraph where the writer tells the 
reader what to expect in the review. This paragraph should also provide a BRIEF 
summary of Adams’s work. It should also identify Adams’s overall thesis. Why does 
Adams say his topic is needed? What themes or topics does Adams address? 

 
II. The next three paragraphs should explain the three most important major arguments 

Adams uses. One per paragraph. Why are these the most important compared to all of 
the other arguments? What are the implications of these arguments? What 
assumptions do these arguments rest on? Be sure to give brief examples.  

 
III. In the fifth paragraph, discuss what kind of evidence Adams uses. What kind of 

sources does he mention or reference? Does Adams do an effective job of using said 
evidence to support his overall ideas? Can you imagine other kinds of evidence that 
would support, or possibly contradict, Adams’s argument? 

 
IV. In the sixth paragraph, consider how Adams’s work compares with the textbook, 

assigned primary sources, and course lectures. How do these perspectives agree or 
disagree? Does the textbook even deal with the questions explored by Adams? What 
observations can you make about what seems to be important to historians or what 
they disagree about? 

 
V. In the next paragraph or two, please evaluate the work by providing your opinion. 

Were you persuaded by Adams’s argument and use of evidence and explanations? Are 
you persuaded as to the larger significance of this material? Did Adams write in a 



clear, coherent, organized way? Does Adams seem biased in any way? What did you 
like about the book and why? What did you not like about the book and why? Has 
your interest in World War II been satisfied, piqued, or bludgeoned out of you? For all 
of these questions, answer why and how and provide examples.  

 
VI. In the final paragraph, address the importance and special ethical issues involved with 

historical memory. What kind of personal responsibility do you, people, scholars, 
institutions have when it comes to representing history and the “truth”? What 
complications are there? Be sure to address all parts of this question. 

 
Read and review the following for information about effective writing. These links 
contain information that will help students write successful papers throughout college.  
 
“Five Characteristics of College Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/five-characteristics-of-college-writing/  
 
“Checklist for Writing Assignments: 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/checklist-for-writing-assignments/  
 
The Oxford Comma, plus Every Comma Rule You Need to Know” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-to-
know/  
 
“Mastering the Semicolon, Colon, and Apostrophe”  
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/mastering-the-semicolon-colon-and-apostrophe/ 
 
“14 Must Know Rules of Grammar Guaranteed for Successful Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-
successful-writing/  
 
“Grading Rubric” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/  
 
Additionally, please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman 
size 12, with one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and 
format count – please use Academic English (this means NOT using first person, text-message 
language, contractions, clichés, or slang, for example). Students tend to make more mistakes 
on grammar than on content, so be careful. Out-of-class assignments must be submitted 
online for plagiarism detection in Blackboard. Additionally, students must bring a hardcopy 
to class with the turn-it-in digital receipt and the academic honesty pledge attached—all 
pages must be stapled. 
 
Quotations must be kept to a minimum. No more than four (brief) total sentences may be 
quoted throughout the paper. When quoting, put the page number in a parenthetical citation. 
For example, “I am quoting this line” (4).   
 



Please note that The Best War Ever is not a “novel” (novels are fictional accounts). This book is 
considered a “monograph.” 
 
Academic honesty is very important and is required. For out-of-class assignments, including 
this review, students are prohibited from using any outside sources or each other, doing 
so constitutes cheating. This means students MAY NOT reference any online sources or 
reviews about the book. Students must complete the review INDEPENDENTLY. Students 
may only reference material specifically assigned or discussed in this class, such as weekly 
packets, lectures, the textbook, or class discussions. Students are also prohibited from, for 
example, turning in the same paper as another student, submitting an online review as 
their work, or having someone else write the paper for them. Students who cheat or 
plagiarize will be punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in an “F” for the course. In 
all cases, all violations of academic honesty will be reported to the Dean of Students, and 
students will run the risk of being expelled from Alvin Community College. Students with 
questions should ask. Students are responsible for policies in the student handbook, as well as 
rules of common sense. 



Academic Honesty Pledge for the Best War Ever assignment: This document is intended to 

remind all students about the importance of academic honestly. This is especially true for any 

students who wait until the last minute to work on this assignment. Do not make a poor and 

regrettable decision that will tarnish your academic credentials and academic future (i.e. do 

not use someone else’s ideas/paper and call it your own). 

By initialing each item and signing this document below, I acknowledge that: 

• __________ I completely read The Best War Ever: America and World War II. 

• __________ The ideas in this paper are mine and mine alone.  

• __________ I did not use any sources from the Internet (including academic 

databases) to help write this paper or develop these ideas. 

• __________ I did not seek nor provide any assistance to other students in this course 

(current or former students) while preparing or writing this assignment.  

• __________ I did not buy this paper. 

• __________ I did not pay someone to write this paper.  

• __________ I understand that if any part of this paper is plagiarized, I will be caught 

and punished. 

• __________ I understand that the consequences for plagiarizing lead to an automatic 

“F” for the semester and a report with the Dean of Students.  

 

Full Name (print): _____________________________________________ Date: __________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________  



Optional Study Questions for The Best War Ever  
 
Chapter 1: Mythmaking and the War 
What is the source of our images of World War II? How have these illusions damaged 
society? How did these views contrast with reality, as argued by Adams? 

What assumptions does Adams have about media, images, society, and war? 
 
Chapter 2: No Easy Answers 
What events lead to World War II? What made Japan, Italy and Germany into aggressors? 
Why didn’t the West respond sooner? How does Adams present national and international 
powers? 

Chapter 3: The Patterns of War, 1939-1945 
What really happened during World War II? What was the need for the various events of 
World War II such as the atom bomb, island hopping, D-Day, etc.? What were the main 
strategies of World War II? What role did destruction play on both sides? What role did 
technology play on both sides? What perspective does this chapter show? 

Chapter 4: The American War Machine 
What role did the U.S. play in World War II? How were minorities treated in the military? 
How did the American war machine work? What was the moral among troops? How was 
“the other” treated in the military? What is the gap between perceptions of the US and World 
War II and the reality, as argued by Adams, and what are the implications of this? 

Chapter 5: Overseas 
What caused men to break down? What did the soldiers in combat see? What were the 
horrors of combat in World War II? What happened to soldiers after war? What does it mean 
to be human?  

Chapter 6: Home Front Change 
How did World War II change the nation (and world)? What was the role of women in the 
workforce? How were teenagers changed? How did World War II help shape the formation 
of a modern consumer society? 

Chapter 7: A New World 
What were the long-term consequences of the war? What were the political consequences of 
World War II? How was racism justified in America, with regards to Nazi atrocities? How 
did veterans readjust to society? 
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Memoir Analysis  

 
Students should write a paper using the provided template and the following guidelines where 
they analyze and evaluate Anne Moodys’s Coming of Age in Mississippi. This paper is due 
online Monday, April 13, 2015, at 10:00 pm. A hardcopy should be brought to class and 
submitted at 8:00 am April 14, with the Academic Honesty Pledge attached. No late work will 
be accepted. Papers may be submitted early. Additionally, the professor will happily go over 
reviews and provide feedback before the deadline so students have an opportunity to improve. 
Students seeking early feedback should contract the professor several days before the due 
date.  
 
After reading Coming of Age in Mississippi, students should do the following, please: 
 

1) Identify three substantial passages from each of the book’s four parts (childhood, high 
school, college, and the movement) that were particularly surprising, saddening, 
appalling, moving, intriguing, etc. A substantial passage is more than a sentence or two 
or three, but less than a page. Type these passages. End each passage with a 
parenthetical citation that includes the section name and page number. For example, 
(childhood, 50).  
 

2) Write a brief paragraph about why each of these passages was selected and provide a 
reaction, opinion, and/or any other thoughts. Do not summarize.  

 
3) After reviewing the twelve passages selected and writing about them, select one from 

each of the book’s major parts. For each of the four passage selected, write at least 300 
words (or one page) that explains and analyzes 1) what this passage tells us about 
what it meant to be Black and White in Mississippi and how such racialized 
relationships functioned; 2) how and why Moody reacted differently to those around 
her; 3) how and why Moody “came of age” in terms of these racialized issues; and 4) 
how Moody’s perspective compares/differs with those discussed in other course 
materials. All of these should address why this passage is one of the four most 
important in the book. Paragraphs must demonstrate deep, critical understandings. 
And must address all four parts outlined here. Again, do not summarize. End each 
paragraph with a parenthetical citation with the section and paper number of the 
passage under discussion. For example, (childhood, 50).  

 
4) Write around 300 (or more) words evaluating Coming of Age as a whole. Consider the 

following and similar questions: Was it worth reading? Was the writing clear and 
effective? If Moody was going to revise the book what should she make clearer? 

 
5) Write a paragraph of at least 300-500 (or more) words comparing Moody’s experience 

with your own experience. How did you first come to realize that “race” matters in 



society? How did you (or are you) coming to terms with the significance of “race” in 
your life, that of your family, and in the United States, both in the past and today? Did 
Coming of Age provide new insights to the social and cultural importance of “race”?    

 
Please remember that all out-of-class work must be typed in Times New Roman size 12, with 
one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. Spelling, grammar, and format count – 
please use Academic English (this means NOT using text-message language, contractions, 
clichés, or slang, for example). Students may use “I” in this paper, provided it is carefully 
used. Students tend to make more mistakes on grammar than on content, so be careful. Out-
of-class assignments must be submitted online for plagiarism detection in Blackboard.  
 
Academic honesty is very important and is required. For out-of-class assignments, including 
this memoir analysis, students are prohibited from using any outside sources or each 
other, doing so constitutes cheating. This means students MAY NOT reference any online 
sources or reviews about the book. Students must complete this paper INDEPENDENTLY. 
Students may only reference material specifically assigned or discussed in this class, such as 
weekly packets, lectures, the textbook, or class discussions. Students are also prohibited 
from, for example, turning in the same paper as another student, submitting an online 
review as their work, or having someone else write the paper for them. Students who cheat 
or plagiarize will be punished. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in an automatic “F” for 
the course. In all cases, all violations of academic honesty will be reported to and students will 
run the risk of being expelled. Students with questions should ask. Students are responsible 
for policies in the student handbook, as well as rules of common sense. 
 
Review the following again as needed for information about successful university writing.   
 
“Five Characteristics of College Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/five-characteristics-of-college-writing/  
 
“Checklist for Writing Assignments: 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/checklist-for-writing-assignments/  
 
The Oxford Comma, plus Every Comma Rule You Need to Know” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-to-
know/  
 
“Mastering the Semicolon, Colon, and Apostrophe”  
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/mastering-the-semicolon-colon-and-apostrophe/ 
 
“14 Must Know Rules of Grammar Guaranteed for Successful Writing” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-
successful-writing/  
 
“Grading Rubric” 
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/  



Academic Honesty Pledge for the Coming of Age in Mississippi assignment: 

This document is intended to remind all students about the importance of academic honestly. 

This is especially true for any students who wait until the last minute to work on this 

assignment. Do not make a poor and regrettable decision that will tarnish your academic 

credentials and academic future (i.e. do not use someone else’s ideas/paper and call it your 

own). 

By initialing each item and signing this document below, I acknowledge that: 

• __________ I completely read Coming of Age in Mississippi.  

• __________ The ideas in this paper are mine and mine alone.  

• __________ I did not use any sources from the Internet to help write this paper or 

develop these ideas. 

• __________ I did not seek nor provide any assistance to other students in this course 

(current or former students) while preparing or writing this assignment.  

• __________ I did not buy this paper. 

• __________ I did not pay someone to write this paper.  

• __________ I understand that if any part of this paper is plagiarized, I will be caught 

and punished. 

• __________ I understand that the consequences for plagiarizing lead to an automatic 

“F” for the semester and a report with Academic Affairs.  

 

Full Name (print): _____________________________________________ Date: __________ 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________ 



Optional Study Questions for Coming of Age in Mississippi 
 

1. What were Anne Moody’s most important early childhood experiences? What was her 
family life like, and what were her family responsibilities? What sort of hardships did she have 
to endure? What tensions existed in the family? What was life like as a sharecropper?  
 
2. Describe Anne’s (Essie Mae’s) early contacts with Whites. How did she learn that African 
Americans and Whites were different? What does “different” mean? How did she explain 
those differences? 
 
3. What difficulties or obstacles did Anne’s family face in trying to make a living and improve 
their daily lives? What seemed to stop them being successful? How did poverty affect their 
lives? How did Whites in rural Mississippi exercise power over Blacks?  
 
4. Outline the relationships between Anne Moody and the first Whites she worked for? What 
sort of work did she do? Describe Anne’s relationships with Linda Jean and with Mrs. 
Burke. Why did Mrs. Burke want Anne to work for her? What was her relationship like with 
Mrs. Burke, and how and why did this deteriorate over time? What does this indicate to you? 
 
5. Who was Emmett Till, and why was he murdered? What was Anne’s reaction to his death? 
 
6. Why did Anne become critical of Blacks about the time she reached the age of fifteen? Did 
Anne act differently toward Whites than did most Blacks in rural Mississippi? What problems 
did this create in her family? 
 
7. Anne Moody’s relationship with her mother changed over time. What were the causes of 
this change and what specific events caused problems? 
 
8. In the book, Anne Moody spends some time in the cities of Baton Rouge and New Orleans. 
How did these places affect her? Were African Americans treated differently in those places? 
What differences did she experience in African American life? 
 
9. Why was Samuel O’Quinn murdered, and what effect did his death have on Anne? 
 
10. What kind of high school student was Anne Moody? What motivated her to succeed? 
Why did she begin to play basketball? What problems did she endure as she grew older? 
How did she cope with these issues? 
 
11. Why did Anne Moody want to go to college? What happened to her at Natchez? Why did 
she decide to transfer? 
 
12. What fears did Anne Moody have about going to Tougaloo College? What friends did she 
make there and what experiences did she have that helped her growth? 
 
13. How did Anne get involved in the activities of the Tougaloo branch of the NAACP? How 
did her activities with the NAACP affect her? Did they provide fulfillment, frustration, a 
sense of accomplishment? 



 
14. Describe Anne’s work with the SNCC voter registration project. Why was it so hard for 
her and her co-workers to achieve their goals? Why were many Blacks reluctant to register? 
What dangers did she face while carrying on this work? 
 
15. Describe Anne’s participation in the sit-ins. How was this planed, and what happened? 
How did she reach the conclusion that Mississippi Whites were sick? 
 
16. What were Anne’s reactions to: a) Medgar Evers’s death and b) Martin Luther King’s "I 
Have a Dream" speech? 
 
17. Why was organizing in Canton so much more difficult than in Jackson? What specific 
problems did she endure? Why was she so exhausted? 
 
18. Why was Anne doubtful at the end of the book about whether it would be possible to 
overcome racial prejudice and discrimination? 
 
19. This book is an autobiography of Anne Moody coming of age racially. How and what did 
she learn about the social significance of “race”? What personal characteristics were the most 
responsible for the way she responded? Why did she respond differently from those around 
her (her peers, her mother and other adults)? Compare her experiences with your own of 
coming to terms with the significance of race.  
 
20. The book’s material ends in the mid-1960s, and it was originally published in 1968. How 
might the period during which Moody wrote and published her memoir have influenced how 
she told her story? 
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HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2015 

 
Quiz #1 – January 22, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
besides your own brain, may be used. You should write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed last class, please answer the following: 

What is the difference between History and history? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What are mores? Please give an example 
 
 

 

 

 

In a sentence, what are primary sources? 

 

 

 

According to the syllabus, please answer the following: 

What is the Objectionable Material Warning? Why is it important?  

 

 

 

 

 

What format will all of the quizzes and essays be in? 

 

 

 



According to the packet reading, please answer the following: 
What is the “kill the Indian, save the man” philosophy? How did this affect Ah-nen-la-de-ni? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is your reaction to the document “An Apology”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last time? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #2 – January 27, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. You should write the entire 15 minutes. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed in our last lesson, please answer the following: 

How was the cultural, everyday life of Native Americans forcefully changed in the late 1800s, 
and why? What was the result of these efforts, and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Manifest Destiny all about?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways was the experience of White people in the West an example of there being a 
difference between perception and reality?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the packet reading, please answer the following: 
What general views of wealth, business/industry, and government do figures such as Andrew 
Carnegie, William George Summer, and Henry George discuss? What was happening in the 
nation as far as industrialism is concerned?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the general experience of workers during this time? Consider the documents 
“Workers Protest a Carnegie Library,” “Cotton Mill Colic,” and  “A Miner’s Story.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last time? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #3 – February 3, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed in our last lesson, please answer the following: 

What is industrialism? Why is it an “ism”? What connections exist with other “isms”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and describe one important cause of industrialism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and describe one important consequence of industrialism.  

 



According to the packet reading, please answer the following: 
How would Anonymous (“More Slavery in the South”) and Colonel P.H. Anderson (“To My Old 
Master”) respond to Booker T. Washington (“Atlanta Compromise”)? How and why are these 
experiences and ideas important?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last time? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 

 

 
 
 



Name: _________________________________ 

HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2015 

 
Quiz #4 – February 10, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed in our last lesson, please answer the following: 

What all is meant by the Culture of Segregation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did individuals racialized as Black respond to the Culture of Segregation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did advertisements and film present Black individuals? What is our reaction to these 
representations?   

 



According to the podcast, please answer the following: 
What is the difference between “old immigrants” and “new immigrants” and reactions to them, 
both in film, political cartoon, and otherwise?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the packet, please answer the following: 
What was Mrs. Tape’s experience (“A Letter from Mrs. Tape)? What did she do? How do you 
think Booker T. Washington would respond to her deeds? How did Mrs. Tape’s experiences 
differ with that of other immigrants?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last time? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #5 – February 17, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed last class, please answer the following: 

Name and briefly describe an important factor that helps explain the full rise of the United 
States as an imperial and colonial power in the late 1800s. Did this make the world “safe for 
democracy”? Explain your position.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do film, music, and political cartoons from the time respond to these war-related issues?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to The Best War Ever, please answer the following: 

What are some of the arguments of this book, and what is your opinion of these—thus far? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the Weekly Packet due today, please answer the following: 
What were the essays and short stories you read about? Is there a common theme across these 
writings from Kate Chopin, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Virginia Woolf? How are these 
primary sources? Please give specific examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last time? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 

 

 



Name: _________________________________ 

 



Name: _________________________________ 

HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 
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Quiz #6 – February 24, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed last class, please answer the following: 

What does the science and poetry examined suggest about the “place” of males and females? 
Why is this important?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were some of the ways in which Women proved society wrong? How did they respond 
and challenge prevailing mores?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

According to the Weekly Packet due today, please answer the following: 
What do letters from the Great Depression suggest about how everyday people felt and 
responded to the times? What were there hopes and fears?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to the specific document assigned from packet B, please answer the following: 

What kind of position did your document take? What did it suggest about possible causes and 
solutions of the Great Depression? What hopes and fears were involved?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last time? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #7 – March 3, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to what we discussed in our last lesson, please answer the following: 
What was an important cause of the Great Depression?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did film and photography document the Great Depression?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Briefly explain the significance of the Liberal Consensus and Welfare Capitalism.  
 

 

 

 

 

Based on your Monograph Analysis Assignment, please answer the following: 
How long would you estimate you spent writing your paper? editing your paper? 
 
 
 
Did you follow the directions? Did you compare your paper with the directions before 
submitting? Why or why not? 
 



 
 
Did you write at least four full pages, as assigned? Why or why not? 
 
Did you read the sample papers in Blackboard and make effective use? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
Did you click, read, and USE the grammar and writing links provided? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
Did you submit your best effort? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
Did you have any questions about this assignment? Did you email these questions or bring 
them up? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
What questions or concerns did/do you have about this assignment?  
 
 
 
 
What grade—based on the course grading rubric—do you think you earned on the paper? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #8 – March 5, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to the Weekly Packet, please answer the following: 
What are some important characteristics of film noir?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
What is the relationship between World War II and superheroes?   

 

 

 

 

 



According to Mildred Pierce, please answer the following: 

Did you watch the film: yes    no  

 

If yes, What was this film about? What is your reaction to the film? Did you enjoy it? Would you 
recommend it? What does it tell us about World War II? (Consider these questions collectively 
and write something that shows you have watched the film.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the opening of the film mislead viewers? What was revealed toward the end? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #9 – March 10, 2015 

 
Please complete this after you complete your essay for the Tuesday portion of the Midterm 
Exam. The following is a thought question. This will mostly be graded on the effort and thought 
demonstrated. This counts as a regular quiz grade.  

 
Describe in detail the relationship between three of the following sets of seemingly opposite 
and disconnected key terms.  
 

1. “Pie in the Sky” and Carrie Nation 
 
2. “Kill the Indian, Save the Man” and Mildred Pierce  
 
3. Ellis Island and “Ain’t No Bugs On Me” 
 
4. “I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier” and Pauline Cuoio Pepe  
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Quiz #10 – March 24, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to the Holocaust Podcast, please answer the following: 

What special considerations need to be taken when studying Anne Frank’s diary? What events 
are not covered in her diary (consider examples from the lesson)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name the two ways in which Irena Sendler is an important person to discuss.  

 

 

 

 

 

Why is the Holocaust important for us to discuss in a United States History class?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What surprised/offended you most of the various World War II human atrocities discussed in 
the Podcast?  

 

 
 
 

 

 



According to the Weekly Packet, please answer the following: 

What were the key hopes and fears in the “Good Shall Triumph over Evil” code? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were the key hopes and fears in Paul Robeson’s testimony?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were the key hopes and fears in the August 1964 article describing 2013? How true were 
these predictions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #11 – March 31, 2015 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to our last lesson, please answer the following: 

Name and describe important components of the Liberal Consensus, as discussed in class. What 
problems exist with these agendas or aims?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe some examples of McCarthyism, as discussed in class. How did McCarthyism affect 
film, scholars, everyday people, etc.?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly, what were society’s hopes and fears during the 1950s?   

 

 
 
 



According to the Weekly Packet, please answer the following: 

What hopes and fears did Rosa Parks articulate?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What hopes and fears did the Black Manifesto articulate?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What hopes and fears did Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. articulate?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing, 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #12 – April 7 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to our last lesson, please answer the following: 

What is the difference between the Civil Rights Movement and the Civil Rights Revolution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and describe one of the ways in which World War II contributed to the movement of the 
1940s, 50s, and 60s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and describe the two phases of the movement of the 1940s, 50s, and 60s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the assigned film, please answer the following: 

Write a response regarding Hearts and Minds that shows you have critically examined its topics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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Quiz #13 – April 14 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to our last lesson, please answer the following: 

What major events were associated with the hide tide of liberalism?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did music and film about the Vietnam War represent associated events? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were society’s hopes and fears during the 1960s and 1970s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the assigned packet, please answer the following: 

From packet A (the one you all read completely): What “problem” was described. Why is this 
important?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review question: 

What are the three components of the Liberal Consensus?  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 

 
 



Name: _________________________________ 

HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2015 

 
Quiz #14 – April 23 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to our lesson last week, please answer the following: 

What does the term “identity politics” refer to?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the difference between first wave feminism and second wave feminism? How did 
second wave feminism challenge the liberal consensus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What other movements occurred in the context of the Minority Rights Revolutions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to our guest speaker Tuesday and his lesson, please answer the following: 

What is Chican@/Latin@ theatre/theater? What was the significance of the play discussed?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the assigned packet, please answer the following: 

According to the first part of the packet, what kind of issues did the LGBT/Queer community 
face at the time of Come Out!’s publication?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 

 
 



Name: _________________________________ 

HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2015 

 
Quiz #15 – April 28 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to our lesson last week, please answer the following: 

What events prompted homosexuality to shift from being labeled a “crime” and “sickness” to a 
“sin” by the majority of people, until recently? Why are these important? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When and how have representations of Queer folks changed over the past half-century or so? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain some of the common threads that connect the various movements of the 50s, 60s, and 
70s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



According to the assigned packet, please answer the following: 

What were the readings about, and why are they important? How do you think Rosa Parks 
would respond to the issues in the weekly packet? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 

 
 



Name: _________________________________ 

HISTORY 1302-08 (5681) 

United States History Since 1877 
Professor Pegoda ~ Spring 2015 

 
Quiz #16 – May 5 – 15 minutes 

 
Please answer the following with complete sentences in regular blue or black ink. This quiz has 
questions on both sides. Use the amount of space between questions to guide the length of 
your responses. Provide enough detail to show thoughtful and careful studying. No resources, 
except your own brain, may be used. Write the entire time allotted. Thank you.  

 

According to our last lesson, please answer the following: 

Describe circumstances and factors which gave rise to conservatism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe the three kinds of conservatism. What is your personal opinion/reaction to these? 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

According to the assigned reading, please answer the following: 

What is White Privilege? What is an example? Why is this important?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What was your reaction to the article “What it is like to be a Muslim woman, and why we know 
what freedom is (and you may not)”? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflecting on the semester, please answer the following: 
Take some moments to reflect on your dedication to this class. How would you evaluate your 
out-of-class studying and in-class participation, across the semester? Did you do your best? Did 
you actively study 6-9 hours per week? What would you suggest to future students in this class? 
What other thoughts do you have? Please use these questions as starting points.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Feedback question: 

The following space is designed to encourage regular student input. No need to address every 
aspect of the suggested question: What was most interesting, least interesting, or confusing 
and why about the readings or class last week? Please feel free to share other questions or 
concerns. Thank you. 
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