
HIST2328-01 (6073)  Page 1 of 11 

Dr. Pegoda  Spring 2017 
Syllabus and Course Calendar  Alvin Community College 

Mexican American History II 
Tuesdays/Thursdays 9:30-10:50 am 

 

Professor: Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda 
Email: apegoda@alvincollege.edu Website: http://andrewpegoda.com Twitter: @AJP_PhD 

Office Hours: To Be Announced & By Appointment 
 

History is a tale told about the past in the present for present purposes. 
 

The past is never dead. It’s not even the past. 
 

 
 

 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
“Historical, economic, social, and cultural development of Mexican-Americans/Chicanos/as” – as stated in 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s Lower-Division Academic Course Guide Manual as 
updated for 2016-2017 academic year.   
Prerequisites: Students must be college-ready in reading and writing. Corequisites: n/a 
Credit Hours: 3 Lab Hours: 0 Lecture Hours: 45 Total Contact Hours: 45 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Mexican American History II is an across-the-discipline discussion-based, thinking, reading, and writing-
intensive survey-seminar that explores cultural, economic, political, and social developments of the 
United States from approximately 1900 with a focus on the southwest, individuals racialized as Mexican 
American (and/or Latin American in cases), and on where, when, and why modern notions of associated 
cultural mores, (geo)politics, and racialization developed, clashed, and mixed. Additionally, this is a survey 
of historical methodologies and historiography. We will give particular attention to roles of cultural 
identity, cultural representations, and cultural memory, as related to those racialized as Mexican 
Americans. History is much more than a collection of “facts” to be memorized (and forgotten). History is 
one framework which helps explain where we have been and where we are going. Taught and studied 
correctly, history is, simply, a blast! 
 
Mexican-American History I is not a prerequisite for this class. 
 

mailto:apegoda@alvincollege.edu
http://andrewpegoda.com/
https://twitter.com/AJP_PhD
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SPECIFIC CONTENT TO INCLUDE:  
1) Where, when, and why cultural identities, labels, and lived experiences developed, clashed, and shifted 
for Mexican Americans. Theories of and histories of assimilation and resistance. Role of Mexican 
Revolution, World War I, World War II, Korean War, and Chican@ Movement as watershed moments for 
identity formation. Mexicans vs. Mexican Americans vs. Latino/Latina/Latin@ vs. 
Chicano/Chicana/Chican@ vs. Hispanic vs. Latinx. Differences between Mexican-born and American-born 
individuals. Role of Whiteness. White/Black binary and its challenges for Brown Power. White feminism 
vs. Chicana feminism. Role of intersectionality, e.g., gender, religion, sexual orientation, occupation, etc. 
Identity politics. How identities differed by geography.  
 
2) When and why people from Mexico crossed the border into the United States and sometimes returned 
to Mexico--push and pull factors. When and why the United States welcomes and sometimes has 
deported Mexicans, as related to labor shortages, desire for low-wage workers, industrialism, world-wide 
events. Mexican Repatriation and Bracero program, for example. Experience of these people, reaction 
from other groups. Similarities and differences to national and global human migration patterns. 
Americanization and “100 percent American” policies. Immigration acts. Nativism. “The border crossed 
us” vs. “we crossed the border” dynamics.  
 
3) World War I, Great Depression, New Deal, World War II, Cold War, and Vietnam eras as related to 
Mexican Americans. Liberal Consensus and Conservative Consensus. How Americans, Mexican American 
and not Mexican American, experienced, viewed, and have remembered these events more associated 
with “regular” United States history. Mexican Americans in the military. Militarization of U.S.-Mexican 
border. Zoot Suit Riots. Latin America as de facto colony of the United States. 
 
4) Chican@ Movement. Associated causes including Mexican Revolution and on-going challenges 
associated with immigration, labor, education, generational differences, and representation. Militancy of 
Chican@ activists. Local, state, federal governments and responses connected with movement. Chican@ 
Movement and its relationship with the (White) Women’s and Black movements of the 1950s and 1960s. 
Chican@ Movement as embodied and remembered in plays, movies, and similar cultural 
artifacts/productions; responses to these; and place in various cannons. Feminist challenges to archetypes 
of females, including Malinche, Llorona, and La Virgen. Legacies of movement: backlashes via federal, 
state, and local agencies; competing ideologies. Notions of Long Civil Rights Movement.  
 
5) Discussion of important artists, leaders, intellectuals, including but not limited to Rudolfo Anaya, Jimmy 
Santiago Baca, Maylei Blackwell, María Amparo Ruiz de Burton, Antonia Castañeda, Cesar Chavez, Sandra 
Cisneros, Selena Gomez, Josefina López, Cherríe Moraga, and Luis Valdez and associated movements, such 
as magic realism.  
 
6) Recent history and Mexican Americans. Factors to include globalization, deindustrialization, population 
growth of Mexican Americans, population decline of White Americans, politics of Mexican Americans, 
immigration policies, relationships between the United States and Mexico and Latin America. Cesar 
Chavez Day.  
 
7) As frameworks to study the past in theoretical frameworks: roles of Critical Race Theory, Chican@ 
Studies, Mexican American Studies, and Cultural Studies; understandings of agency, geopolitics, imagined 
communities, racialization, sexualization/genderization, and social institutions; understandings of 
essentialism versus constructionism; understandings of the “economic hub”; understandings of primary 
and secondary sources; history vs. History; understandings of hermeneutics as explaining 
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relationships/cycles of change; understandings of code switching; discussions of comparative timelines 
and constructions of such; introduction to digital humanities and digital history. 
 
GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
1) We will learn to ask informed, insightful, productive questions in order to demonstrate college-level 

critical thinking, including curiosity, communication, creativity, and connections.  
2) We will explore the role that everyday individuals play in advocating for change 
3) We will examine the role of the federal, state, and local governments and such relationship(s) with 

business, individuals, and interest groups. 
4) We will explore the relationship between eras in terms of how issues change or don’t change and 

how perception differs from “reality” based on evidence. 
5) We will analyze written documents and cultural artifacts from periods under study in order to 

understand historical memory and how people responded to hopes and fears.  
6) We will analyze scholarly secondary sources in order to understand how History is constructed. 
7) We will analyze the differences between history (little “h” – past) and History (capital “H” – study of 

the past). 
 

CORE REQUIREMENTS: 
As part of the Texas and ACC Core Curriculum, students in this course will gain a foundation of knowledge 
in human cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and social 
responsibility for living in a diverse work, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for 
all learning. The chart below details the core requirements that are applicable to this course, the activities 
in which students will participate to develop skills in the required areas, a determination of how students’ 
mastery of those areas will be assessed, and the level of expertise students are expected to demonstrate. 
These requirements are already included in the computation of the course grade and not a separate grade. 
 

* Core Objective (CO) Activities Assessments 

* Critical Thinking Skills (CT): to include creative thinking, 

innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of 
information.  

All 
discussions, 
lessons, and 
assignments 
are 
specifically 
designed to 
cover CT, 
COM, TW, 
SR, and PR. 

ACC CT Rubric 

* Communication-Written (COM): effective development, 
interpretation, and expression of ideas 

ACC COM Rubric 

 Communication-Oral: effective development, interpretation and 
expression of ideas 

n/a 

 Communication-Visual: effective development, interpretation 
and expression of ideas 

 Empirical and Quantitative Skills: to include the manipulation 
and analysis of numerical data or observable facts resulting in 

informed conclusions.  

 Teamwork (TW): to include the ability to consider different point 

of view and to work effectively with others to support a shared 

goal.  

* Social Responsibility (SR): to include intercultural competency, 

knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to engage 
effectively in regional, national, and global communities.  

ACC SR Rubric 

* Personal Responsibility (PR): to include the ability to connect 

choices, actions, and consequences to ethical decision-making.  

ACC PR Rubric 

          *Indicates core areas required for this course 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES (LO): 
By the end of this semester, through reading and writing assignments, interactive lessons, group work, 
and discussions, students will have increased their written and communication and critical thinking 
abilities, as well as theories about being more personally and socially responsible as global citizens. 
Additionally, students will have honed the ability to 1) create an argument through the use of historical 
evidence; 2) analyze and interpret cultural artifacts and primary and secondary sources; 3) analyze the 
short- and long-term effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and global forces on 
geopolitical areas presently called the United States (and borderlands: culturally, geographically, or 
temporally) from approximately 1900 with a focus on Latinxs. Moreover, students should be able to 
recognize 1) the importance of supporting “facts” based by evidence, 2) on-going dialogues between past 
and present, 3) the big picture instead of only specific events, and 4) as well as multiple perspectives on 
every thing and how these vary by time, place, individuals, institutions, and theories/perspectives. 
 
REQUIRED BOOKS (to be brought to class on appropriate days): 

1. Rodolfo F. Acuña, Occupied America: A History of Chicanos 8th edition  
(Also used in Mexican American History II) 

2. George J. Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American: Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity in Chicano Los 
Angeles, 1900-1945 

3. Adrian Burgos and Frank Guridy, eds., Beyond El Barrio: Everyday Life in Latina/o America  
4. Luis Alberto Urrea, The Devil’s Highway: A True Story 
5. Benjamin Alire Saenz, Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe 

 
*Students who elect to use digital copies may do so, IF they are using an iPad or a similarly large devise. 
Reading on an iPhone or another small devise is unacceptable. Students must always bring readings due 
that class with them. 
 
*Students are also required to bring the following to each class: regular-sized white notebook paper; blue 
or black ink; and a folder or binder for hard copies of important course material.  
 
*A few additional readings will be distributed. Students will need to rent/buy a few films. 
 
*Students are encouraged to view The Latino Americans. This is a five episode series available free online. 
http://www.pbs.org/latino-americans/en/episode-guide/. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
Students are required to read all material and complete all assignments (and keep those assignments for 
the duration of the semester once returned). Specifically, each course component must be completed to 
receive a passing grade. Students are always responsible for all material covered. There is no extra credit. 
Given this is a 16-week college course, students should be prepared to devote an average of 6-9 hours (an 
hour daily) outside of class each week to reading, writing, and thinking. Requirements are designed to 
provide numerous opportunities to learn and earn a strong grade, as to optimize student success and 
learning. Grades are based on performance only. Students are encouraged to ask questions about graded 
work but after 24 upon seeing the feedback.  
 
15% — Participation (CO: CT, COM, SR, PR; LO: 1, 2, 3)        
Enrollment in this course acknowledges the intent to learn, and the professor is committed to creating 
and maintaining an open and productive intellectually engaging learning environment. In college, we 
celebrate differences and diversity and Intersectionalities. This class and my office will always be a safe 

http://www.pbs.org/latino-americans/en/episode-guide/
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place and judgment free zone. However, at the same time, the classroom will always be a place where we 
are challenged and uncomfortable at times. Further, this is a college course, and students should know 
that anything is fair game. College classrooms are unique places where diverse ideas, opinions, and 
perspectives are welcomed and should be shared--respectfully. In humanities and liberal arts classes, 
there are not “exact” answers as there are in math classes. Additionally, professors (and students) have 
the academic freedom to discuss anything they desire within the bounds of common decency and good 
taste, as related broadly to course themes. Readings, videos, images, and discussions, etc., will provoke 
strong feelings, as they should. Given the nature of college classes, readings, videos, and other course 
materials will sometimes address “taboo” or explicit content. Our reactions to these topics will vary by 
age, experience, and interest and should provoke anger or disgust or curiosity or sadness and many other 
feelings. Discussing these feelings and reactions in a respectful, open-minded way is vital. Students should 
also remember that they do not yet know enough to “disagree” per se with the methods and theories 
with which scholars study and share knowledge. Text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering cell phones, 
talking out of turn, and other behaviors that would impede the processes described above are prohibited. 
Students are responsible for knowing and following common sense. Disruptive students will be instructed 
to leave class. Being “present” is count as: arriving on time and remaining the entire period; coming 
prepared with copies of assigned readings, paper, pens, etc; behaving appropriately; having informed 
contributions; and completing miscellaneous in-class work with satisfactory performance; etc. (Students 
are, of course, welcome to bring drinks and snacks to class, as well as use technology to enhance the 
learning process.) There are no “excused” absences. Except for on-going situations, students do not need 
to email if they will miss a class. Students who have six or more absences, as defined here, will receive a 
failing grade for participation. For more details, see the participation handout on the course webpage. 
 
40% — Assignments (CO: CT, COM, SR, PR; LO: 1, 2, 3)        
Students will complete a variety of in-class and out-of-class assignments throughout the semester that 
ask them to demonstrate their knowledge of assigned primary and secondary readings and to grapple 
with important questions and themes, for example. Assignments might include mapping out the location 
of important events and natural geography, analyzing a quotation, making a timeline, developing thought 
questions, analyzing a key term, writing a brief haiku, or making connections to more current events, for 
example. Students may create a Wordpress.com blog for their assignments. Two grades will be dropped 
automatically. More details will be discussed in class.  
 
10% — Midterm Exam & 15% — Final Exam (CO: CT, COM, SR, PR; LO: 1, 2, 3)     
Students will have two essay exams this semester based on both reading and lecture/discussion. Prompts 
involve knowing who, what, when, where, how, why, the historical significance, context, and background 
and will mainly be essay-based. Changes over time and historical significance are most important. Specific 
details and possible essay questions will be available well in advanced.  
 
20% — Semester Project  (CO: CT, COM, SR, PR; LO: 1, 2, 3)       
In consultation with Dr. Pegoda, students will pick one of the following themes—gender, sexuality, recent 
immigration, children, religion, class/economics, politics/government, occupations, law breakers, 
music/art, geography, “crazy ones”—to focus on throughout the semester.  Students will use this theme 
to enhance their participation and to do additional research. The end product will be a written paper and 
a professional presentation to the class. An informal proposal for the semester project will be due 
February 23. While the informal proposal has no independent weight, students who do not submit it will 
receive a zero on the semester project. More guidelines will be provided on another handout. 
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AN ADDITIONAL NOTE ABOUT GRADING AND GRADES IN DR. PEGODA’S CLASS: 
Students will not receive “number grades”, which in common in Humanities and Liberal Arts classes. 
Instead, work (especially the major exams and semester project) will be assigned a letter grade, based on 
the general course rubric. Occasionally, the “checks” system will be used, especially on less formal 
assignments, per se. Given our educational system is based on grades, the letter grades and check grades 
do have approximate numerical values used for purposes of averaging; however, each student’s grades, 
overall performance, and improvement are manually reviewed before final letter grades are assigned.  
Approximations are as follows:  
 

A+ ≈99%  C ≈75%  + ≈99% 

A ≈95%  C- ≈70%  √+ ≈93% 

A- ≈92%  D+ ≈68%  √ ≈85% 
B+ ≈88%  D ≈65%  √- ≈72% 

B ≈85%  D- ≈60%  - ≈65% 

B- ≈82%  F ≈50%  F ≈50% 

C+ ≈78%  0 =0%  0 =0% 

NHI (F) = Not Handed In  
For more information, please refer to the following: https://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-
rubric/  
 
Final Grades will be assigned as follows:  
90-100, A
80-89, B 

70-79, C  
60-69, D 

Below 60 or for academic 
dishonesty, F  

 
Students have one year from the end of the semester to challenge course grade. Refer to the grade appeal 
process as published in the ACC. 
 
Incompletes are only considered when students have extreme and documented emergencies, have been 
passing, and are unable to complete the course. Students must be available to sign a contract. 
 
Withdrawals are possible prior to the deadlines; however, students should talk to Dr. Pegoda before 
withdrawing. Current information can be found in the printed version of the ACC Schedule for this 
semester or online at ACC Course Withdrawal Instructions. Students who file withdrawal requests by the 
published deadline and have not exceeded the withdrawal maximum will receive a grade of “W.” 
However, please keep in mind: The Texas Legislature passed a ruling that limits the number of classes a 
student can drop during their years as an undergraduate student to six. This policy applies to any student 
who was a first time college freshmen fall, 2007, or later, who attends a Texas public institution of higher 
education. Courses dropped while attending a private or out of state college do not count toward the six 
drop limit. For further information, refer to the ACC Catalog or contact Student Services. 
 
Students who attend class, take notes, participate, read the required readings, and who study actively 
and deeply, will have no problem earning a high grade. Students who attend class and make good-faith 
efforts to participate and learn are (almost) guaranteed to pass the class. 
 

https://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/
https://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/
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“What are you going to do? Are you going to be a passive recipient of education, or are you going to 
become an active owner of your education?” 

 
Important notices:  
 

1. You are welcome to call me “Dr. Pegoda,” “Professor,” or “Professor Pegoda.” 
 

2. There is no late work or makeup work. No exceptions. No excuses. Start early. Be on time. Please 
do not ask. Allowing makeup/late work would consume a great deal of time. Students who miss 
just one or two assignments, will be fine. However, exceptions will be considered for documented, 
extended emergencies for major assignments. 

 
3. Students must have backup systems in place. Students must use DropBox or a similar (FREE) 

backup service as they work on assignments for this class. Have plans in place for when cars and 
computers go out and for when people get sick. Reserve 6-9 hours weekly for studying--reading, 
writing, and thinking for this class. Plan ahead and start early.  

 
4. For In-class assignments, students must write clearly using complete sentences, using regular 

blue or black ink, and using regular-sized paper. No pencil, no pink, no purple, no neon blue – 
any other work will not be graded. It is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s eyes. Work 
submitted without a (clearly written) full name will also not be graded. No white-out either, please 
– simply, scratch out mistakes.  

 
5. Out-of-class assignments must follow college conventions. Spelling, grammar, and format 

count—please use Academic English (e.g., this means NOT using first person, text-message 
language, contractions, clichés, or slang). This work must be submitted online for plagiarism 
detection and must be in Times New Roman size 12 with one-inch margins on all four sides and 
double-spaced. Additionally, use paragraphs and creative titles for assignments! Do not use any 
quotations. Work is only considered “submitted” when it is submitted online to the appropriate 
dropbox as a .doc or .docx file in Blackboard. Please do not bring hardcopies to class. If students 
elect to submit their assignment via a Wordpress blog, these guidelines will be modified as 
appropriate. 

 
6. Students are expected to abide by the highest standards of academic honesty. Students at Alvin 

Community College are members of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge through 
a formalized program of instruction and learning. At the heart of this endeavor, lie the core values 
of academic integrity, which include honesty, truth, and freedom from lies and fraud. Because 
personal integrity is important in all aspects of life, students at Alvin Community College are 
expected to conduct themselves with honesty and integrity both in and out of the classroom. For 
this class, students are prohibited from using any sources or resources (whether found on the 
Internet or in the library, whether online or hardcopy, whether scholarly or not, weather primary 
source or secondary source) other than those required or recommended when completing or 
preparing for assignments. Additionally, all other information must be derived from course 
lessons, discussions, and/or the students’ prior knowledge. For in-class assignments, students are 
prohibited from using any unauthorized sources or each other. Additionally, Apple Watches, ear 
buds, and other such technologies are not allowed during in-class exams. Incidents of academic 
dishonesty will not be tolerated and students guilty of such conduct are subject to severe 
disciplinary measures. Students will typically earn an automatic “F” in the class for any instance 
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of cheating or plagiarizing. In no case, will students with an academic dishonestly report earn 
above a “C” in the class. Professors are required to report violations of academic honesty to the 
Vice President of Student Services. Students will also face additionally penalties beyond those 
imposed by Dr. Pegoda by the College. Students are responsible for policies in the student 
handbook, as well as common sense. Students who stay on top of their studying, ask good 
questions, work ahead, and complete assignments as instructed should have no problem. 

 
7. This syllabus is not locked in stone. Dr. Pegoda reserves the right to change any part of the course 

requirements, policies, deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of any 
and all changes, as well as information delivered by Blackboard Announcements. Blackboard 
Announcements will be used all the time to send updates and to deliver information.  

 
8. Important notes on email and communication. Students are more than welcome to email Dr. 

Pegoda at any time. They should always feel free to ask questions, to express concerns, or to share 
something interesting. Students are also welcome to follow Dr. Pegoda on Twitter. Students 
should not email to ask for extra credit, to explain one absence, or to ask a question that can 
quickly be answered by looking at the syllabus, looking at Blackboard Announcements, or asking 
in class. Emails will general be answered very quickly but usually within 24 hours but never more 
than 48 hours – if students have not received a reply within that amount of time, they should 
resend the email because it has not been received. (For more information, please see: 
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-
professors/)  
 

9. Unless otherwise noted, all materials are the intellectual property of the professor and are 
copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from being paid for taking, selling, or otherwise 
transferring for value, class notes or other information made during this course to any entity. In 
addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to 
disciplinary action from the administration. Copyrighted © Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-
2017. All copyright protections reserved for all original material presented in this course. 

 
 

 
 

Saying that the #Orlando dead & injured were "first and foremost human beings" is ironically the first 
step in de-gaying & de-browning them. 

 

http://www.alvincollege.edu/resources/pdfs/student_handbook.pdf
http://www.alvincollege.edu/resources/pdfs/student_handbook.pdf
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-professors/)
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-professors/)
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ACCOMMODATIONS:  
ACC complies with ADA and 504 Federal guidelines by affording equal access to individuals who are seeking an 
education. Students who have a disability and would like classroom accommodations must register with the Office 
of Disability Services. Students must present documentation to the professor the requested accommodations during 
the first week of class or as soon as a disability arise. Professors are not able to provide accommodations otherwise. 
Call (281) 756-3433 or email Ms. Eileen Cross. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND CARE TEAM: 
The Assessment and Care Team is committed to improving community safety through a proactive, collaborative, 
coordinated, objective, and thoughtful approach to the prevention, identification, assessment, intervention and 
management of situations that pose a threat to the safety and well-being of the campus community. To educate 
and empower all members of the College community, resources and procedures are in place to prevent, deter, and 
respond to concerns regarding acts of violence. Alvin Community College offers assistance to departments and 
individuals in detecting indicators for concern and resources to protect themselves and their environments.  
 
The Alvin Community College ACT accepts reports regarding any individual or incident at any time through an 
online referral form on the Assessment and Care Team page at http://www.alvincollege.edu/ACT, direct email to: 
ACareTeam@alvincollege.edu, or by contacting the Alvin Community College Police Department at (281) 756-3700 
or (832) 250-3365 after hours.   
 
SUPPORT INFORMATION:   
For technical problems with Blackboard complete the Online Support Form. For WEBACCESS contact (281) 756-3544 
or visit their Webpage.   
 
The ACC Library is an excellent source for research and writing help. Quiet rooms are available for studying and 
doing class work. For more information, visit the ACC Library Website or call 281-756-3559. The ACC 
Tutoring/Learning Lab, located upstairs in building A, provides students with a variety of services including tutoring 
(math, writing, and other disciplines); computers and printers; a testing facility; and tables/carrels for studying. Call 
281-756-3566 or visit the ACC Tutoring/Learning Website for more information. ACC Counseling Services assist 
students with issues that may negatively impact academic success. To contact a counselor, call the office of Advising 
Services at 281-756-353 
 
MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING AND SUICIDE PREVENTION SERVICES: 
As a student, you may experience a range of challenges that can interfere with learning, such as strained 
relationships, increased anxiety, substance use, feeling down, difficulty concentrating, and/or lack of motivation. 
These mental health concerns or stressful events may diminish your academic performance and/or reduce your 
ability to participate in daily activities.  Advising services employs two Licensed Professional Counselors who can 
assist students with issues that negatively impact academic success. Consultation and referrals are confidential. The 
Counseling Referral form is located at: http://www.alvincollege.edu/CounselingServices.aspx 
 
If you or someone you know at ACC feels overwhelmed, hopeless, depressed, and/or is thinking about dying by 
suicide, supportive services are available by requests at the Enrollment Services Center or by calling 281-756-3531, 
ask for a Counselor. You may also call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline 1-800-273-8255. This is a 24 hour, toll 
free, confidential suicide prevention hotline available to anyone in suicidal crises or emotional distress. If, however, 
you or someone you know is in an immediate crisis, go to the nearest Emergency Room, or call 911. 
 
EVALUATION OF PROFESSOR: 
Alvin Community College is dedicated to student success. As part of its ongoing improvement efforts, students will 
provide input for each course prior to the end of the semester enrolled. Evaluations will be completed in either 
online or paper format as directed by the Office of Institutional Effectiveness & Research. 

 
 

mailto:ecross@alvincollege.edu
http://www.alvincollege.edu/ACT
ACareTeam@alvincollege.edu
http://bb.alvincollege.edu/
https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=VjU8E9Rsbr5GHLx5S09ZMg
http://www.alvincollege.edu/WebACCess.aspx
http://www.alvincollege.edu/informationtechnology/helpdeskinformation
http://www.alvincollege.edu/Library.aspx
http://www.alvincollege.edu/TutoringLearningLab.aspx
http://www.alvincollege.edu/Mental-Health-Wellness
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COURSE CALENDAR: 
 
1/17: Welcome to class! 
BCTCR (Before Coming To Class Read): No readings- Welcome to class! 
 
1/19: Introduction to Mexican American Studies 
BCTCR: Packet 
 
1/24: Mexican and Mexican American History through 1900  
BCTCR: Packet; Beyond El Barrio Introduction through page 9; Occupied America Preface  
 
1/26: Mexican and Mexican American History through 1900, cont. 
BCTCR: Occupied America page 59-61 and 157-159; Occupied America, Ch. 8 
 
1/31: The 1920s 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 9 
 
2/2: The 1930s 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 10 
 
2/7: Early 20th Century Immigration  
BCTCR: Becoming Mexican American through page 86 
 
2/9: Push and Pull Factors  
BCTCR: Becoming Mexican American through page 128 
 
2/14: Family, Religion, and Music  
BCTCR: Becoming Mexican American through page 187 
 
2/16: Capitalism and Labor 
BCTCR: Becoming Mexican American through page 208 
 
2/21: Living and Countering “One Hundred Percent Americanism”  
BCTCR: Becoming Mexican American through page 277 
 
2/23: World War II 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 11, through page 257 and Beyond El Barrio, Ch. 11  
 
2/28: Comparative Histories 
BCTCR: Occupied America; Ch. 11, through page 271; Watch A Walk in the Clouds 
 
3/2: Toward a Movement 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 12 and watch A Class Apart 
 
3/7: The 1960s 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 13 
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3/9: The 1970s and 1980s 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 14 
 
3/14 & 3/16: SPRING BREAK 
 
3/21: Memoir 
BCTCR: House on Mango Street, entire volume (provided) 
 
3/23: Toward “Multiculturalism” 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 15 
 
3/28: History Today: Peril and Promise 
BCTCR: Occupied America, Ch. 16 and Epilogue 
 
3/30: Contemporary Immigration: Documentary  
BCTCR: No readings- work ahead! 
 
4/4: Contemporary Immigration: Literature 
BCTCR: The Devil’s Highway, entire volume 
 
4/6: Contemporary Immigration: Film 
BCTCR: Watch A Better Life 
 
4/11: Citizenship, Belonging, and (the Limits of) Latina/o Inclusion  
BCTCR: Beyond El Barrio, Ch. 1, 2, and 4 
 
4/13: Feminism, Gender, and Sexuality 
BCTCR: Watch La Mission and Real Women Have Curves 
 
4/18: Feminism, Gender, and Sexuality, cont. 
BCTCR: Beyond El Barrio, Ch. 5 and 6 
 
4/20: Politics, Participation, Historical Memory 
BCTCR: Beyond El Barrio, Ch. 7 and 8 
 
4/25: Chicano Theatre  
BCTCR: No readings- work ahead!  
 
4/27: Latino YA Literature  
BCTCR: Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, entire volume  
 
5/2: PRESENTATIONS 
BCTCR: No readings- work ahead! 
 
5/4: PRESENTATIONS 
BCTCR: No readings- work ahead! 
 
5/8-5/13: FINAL EXAM, Date and time TBA 
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Please	read	the	following	information	carefully	and	use	it	to	prepare	for	the	midterm	exam.	As	students	study	
for	the	exam,	they	are	only	permitted	to	use	material	assigned	or	discussed	this	semester.	If	students	have	
questions	or	need	help,	they	are	encouraged	to	visit	with	the	professor	or	to	form	study	groups.			
	
The	Midterm	Exam	will	take	place	on	Tuesday,	March	7,	2017,	from	9:30	am	to	10:50	pm	in	our	regular	
classroom.	Students	should	bring	several	regular	blue	or	black	pens	and	a	blank	Bluebook.	Bluebooks	can	be	
bought	at	the	College	Store.	On	the	exam	day,	students	should	come	early	and	place	the	blank	Bluebook	on	the	
front	desk	and	wait	for	the	exam	to	begin.		
	
Part	one,	terminology	(20	points):		
Students	will	be	given	ten	of	the	following	terms	on	the	midterm	exam.	Students	will	be	asked	to	define	each	one	
clearly	and	concisely.	Definitions	must	include	more	than	a	simple,	technical	definition,	however.	Definitions	
should	connect	terms	to	the	necessary	peoples,	times,	and	places,	as	appropriate	and	to	Mexican	American	
Studies,	as	appropriate,	and	include	a	statement	about	the	terms	importance.	Responses	should	be	no	more	than	
two	sentences.		
	

• “the	border	crossed	us,	
we	didn’t	cross	the	
border”	

• agency	
• Americanization		
• assimilation	
• capitalism	
• circular	migration	
• cultural	relativism	
• economic	hub	
• “El	Lavaplatos”	

• geopolitical	
• Great	Depression	
• history	
• History	
• imagined	community	
• industrialism	
• intersectionality		
• Immigration	Act	(1917)	
• Korean	War	
• Latinx	
• Los	Angeles	Plaza	

• Mexican	Revolution	
• mores	
• presentism	
• primary	source	
• racialization	
• secondary	source	
• segregation	
• Treaty	of	Guadalupe	

Hidalgo	
• White/Black	Binary		
• Zoot	Suit	Riots		

	
Part	two,	extended	essay	(80	points):		
Students	will	answer	two	of	the	following	essay	questions,	chosen	by	Dr.	Pegoda,	on	the	day	of	the	Midterm	Exam.	
Each	essay	should	be	approximately	four-to-five	handwritten	pages.	Students	need	to	prepare	for	all	of	the	
possible	essays,	as	there	will	not	be	any	choice.	Essays	require	much	more	than	simple	regurgitation.	Rather,	
students	must	think	about	ideas,	examples,	and	evidence	from	lectures,	discussions,	readings,	and	films	and	use	
them	to	support	and	develop	strong	essays.	Essays	that	do	not	demonstrate	knowledge	of	the	reading	will	earn	the	
grade	of	“F.”	Since	students	have	these	questions	well	in	advance,	Dr.	Pegoda	expects	answers	to	be	particularly	
developed,	and	he	will	grade	accordingly.	Students	must	come	to	class	prepared	and	with	an	action	plan.	
	
Essays	must	have	an	introduction	with	a	thesis,	body	paragraphs,	and	a	conclusion.	Students	must	consider	and	
synthesize	information	from	all	course	materials.	Additionally,	significance,	how	and	why,	speaking	to	change	over	
time	from	the	1900s	to	the	1950s,	and	recognizing	conflicting	theories	and	perspectives,	is	most	important.	Keep	
in	mind	that	while	there	are	some	wrong	answers,	there	are	many	correct	answers.	Part	of	this	assignment	is	
seeing	how	students	pull	information	together	in	creative	ways.	Likewise,	students	will	not	be	able	to	(and	
shouldn’t)	discuss	everything.	Students	must	plan,	make	choices,	and	pick	the	best	examples	to	support	the	
answers	they	wish	to	develop.	There	is	no	detailed	checklist	of	“do	they	have	this.”	Spelling	and	grammar	do	not	
count,	provided	writing/ideas	are	understandable.		
	

1. Discuss	the	role	of	Mexican	Americans	in	shaping	their	cultural,	economic,	and	political	world(s).	How	did	
Mexican	Americans	use	their	agency	to	shape	and	reshape	everyday	life	for	themselves	and	others?	Think	
about	music,	religion,	theatre,	film,	and	activism.	How	did	these	cultural	expressions	and	reflections--
cultural	artifacts--reflect	their	experiences?	How	was	their	activism	a	response	to	broader	events?	How	
did	they	respond	to	economic	issues?	What	was	the	overall	influence	of	Mexican	Americans?	How	did	
they	insist	on	surviving	and	pushing	forward?			
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2. Think	about	narratives	and	uses	of	the	past.	How	does	Mexican	American	History	shift	the	focus	from	a	
typical	United	States	History	class,	and	why	is	this	important?	Why	are	some	of	the	most	important	events	
of	Mexican	American	History,	and	why?	What	does	this	tell	us	about	the	difference	between	the	past	and	
the	study	of	the	past	and	various	History	courses?	What	else	was	happening	in	the	United	States	when	
important	events	in	Mexican	American	History	occurred?	What	events	are	important	in	“regular”	United	
States	History	that	are	less	important	to	Mexican	American	History?		

	
3. Discuss	the	forces	that	brought	Mexicans	to	the	United	States.	Why	did	Mexicans	leave	Mexico?	Who	

came?	How	many?	Why	did	they	often	come	to	the	United	States?	How	did	they	get	to	the	United	States?	
where	did	they	go?	What	determined	who	stayed	and	who	returned	to	Mexico?	What	factors	determined	
their	experience?	How	did	they	become	Mexican	Americans?		

	
4. Discuss	the	hopes	and	fears	of	Mexican	Americans.	What	were	Mexican	Americans	seeking?	What	were	

they	afraid	of?	Were	there	differences	between	them?	What	motivated	their	actions?	What	hindered	
their	progress?	How	were	these	hopes	and	fears	different	from	other	minority	groups?		

	
5. Discuss	the	connections	between	place,	time,	and	History.	Where	did	important	events,	settlements,	and	

transformations	in	Mexican	American	History	occur,	and	what	were	these	events,	settlements,	and	
transformations?	Where	did	areas	of	importance	and/or	of	occupation	expand	and/or	narrow,	when,	and	
why?	How	did	climate,	geography,	and	politics	influence	where	things	happened?		

	
6. Discuss	how	events	outside	of	the	United	States	or	more	global	in	nature	influenced	Mexicans	and	

Mexican	Americans,	especially	their	struggles	and	their	process	of	forming	an	identity.	What	were	these	
events,	and	where	did	they	occur?	How	did	they	influence	Mexicans	and/or	Mexican	Americans,	and	how	
does	this	compare	to	other	people	in	the	United	States?	Why	is	it	important	to	look	at	global	context?	Did	
global	events	help	or	hurt	Mexican	Americans?		

	
	
IMPORTANT	INFORMATION:	
During	the	exam,	students	may	consult	one	one-sided	8½”	x	11”	sheet	of	notes.	These	notes	must	be	TYPED,	
double	spaced,	and	in	Times	New	Roman	size	12.	This	sheet	may	only	contain	phrases,	outlines,	reminders	of	a	
few	key	terms	or	readings,	etc.	This	sheet	may	NOT	include	full	sentences,	full	paragraphs,	etc.	Students	must	have	
their	sheet	of	notes	approved	before	taking	the	exam.	MAKE	SURE	TO	FOLLOW	THESE	GUIDELINES.	Every	semester	
someone	comes	with	a	sheet	that	violates	these	rules	and	is	unable	to	use	it.	Students	must	turn	this	sheet	of	
notes	in	with	the	exam.	Students	who	make	a	good	“cheat	sheet”	tend	to	do	much	better	on	the	exams.		
	
Any	form	of	cheating	(using	extra	study	aides,	talking,	having	a	phone	out,	etc.)	will	result	in	an	automatic	“F”	in	
the	class,	and	a	report	will	be	filed	with	the	Vice	President	of	Student	Services	and	the	Vice	President	of	
Academic	Affairs.	As	a	reminder,	no	makeup	exams	will	be	given.	Come	to	the	exam	on	time	and	prepared	to	
show	everything	you	have	learned.	Students	should	plan	to	write	the	entire	time.	
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For	the	semester	project,	students	should	demonstrate	their	cumulative	knowledge	of	topics	this	semester	with	a	
focus	on	their	chosen	theme.	Students	should	also	consider	various	conceptualizations	and	representations	of	all	
things	related	to	Mexican	American	Hisstory	(peoples,	events,	places	–	influences,	etc):	What	stories	are	told	and	
aren’t	told?	How?	Why?	What	is	the	role	of	primary	and	secondary	sources?	The	more	creative	and	original	
students	are,	the	better	projects	will	be.		
	
Requirements	for	this	project	are	minimal,	as	to	allow	for	maximum	creativity.	While	the	topic	and	direction	is	
essentially	completely	open,	students	must	use	a	combination	of	at	least	three	primary	and	at	least	two	secondary	
sources	of	their	choosing,	in	addition	to	readings	assigned	to	the	entire	class.	Remember,	primary	sources	provide	
direct	information;	secondary	sources	are	about	primary	sources.		
	
Students	will	demonstrate	the	knowledge	and	research	in	a	formal	paper	of	at	least	5	full	pages	and	an	8-10-
minute	formal	presentation	to	the	class.	Students	must	find	coherent	threads	to	connect	their	various	sources.	
Explaining	how	and	why	is	vital,	too.	
	

The	following	provides	some	suggestions	and	starting	points.	Students	must	go	beyond	these	starting	
points	in	order	to	earn	the	strongest	grade	possible.	Students	are	likewise	not	limited	to	these	suggestions:	
	

1. Watch	and	analyze	a	film	that	explicitly	involve	Mexican	American	peoples,	events,	issues.		
	

2. Analyze	and	critique	a	documentary	that	covers	an	aspect	of	Mexican	American	History.		
	

3. Attend	and	critique	a	historical	reenactment	event	that	relates	to	some	aspect	of	Mexican	American	
History.	

	
4. Visit	and	critique	an	archive	or	museum.	OR	interview	a	curator	or	archivist	in	person	or	by	phone	at	a	

library	or	museum	that	covers	local,	county,	or	state	History	related	to	Mexican	American	History.		
 

5. Interview	family	members	(close	friends	can	be	interviewed,	too)	to	develop	various	stories	about	life	as	it	
relates	to	Mexican	Americans.	 

 
6. Interview	a	politician	or	government	official	or	business	owners	or	others.		

	
7. Write	a	song,	short	story,	or	poem	related	to	Mexican	American	History.	Make	a	painting	or	some	other	

kind	of	creative	work	that	responds	to	and	reflects	events,	themes,	and	peoples.	Analyze	your	own	work.		
	

8. Take	a	stand	on	an	important	issue.	Create	a	Facebook	page,	go	viral	on	Buzz	Feed,	write	letters	to	the	
editor,	etc.	How	do	people	respond?	How	do	everyday	voices	have	a	role	in	everyday	life?		

	
9. Critically	reflect	and	analyze	the	everyday	in	terms	of	icons	and	culture.		

 
Academic	honesty	is	very	important	and	is	required.	For	out-of-class	assignments,	including	this	assignment,	
students	are	prohibited	from	using	sources	beyond	the	sources	being	analyzed,	doing	so	constitutes	cheating.	
This	means	students	MAY	NOT	reference	any	online	sources	or	reviews	about	any	books	or	films	used.	Students	
must	complete	this	assignment	INDEPENDENTLY.*	If	students	interview	anyone	as	part	of	this	project,	students	
must	keep	careful	track	of	who	they	interviewed,	when,	and	where,	as	well	as	what	they	asked	during	the	
interview.	Students	are	also	prohibited	from,	for	example,	turning	in	the	same	paper	as	another	student,	
submitting	an	paper	bought	online	as	their	work,	submitting	a	paper	already	submitted	for	another	class,	or	
having	someone	else	write	the	paper	for	them.	Students	are	only	allowed	to	use	their	own	knowledge	and	own	
observations.	Students	who	cheat	or	plagiarize	will	be	punished.	Cheating	or	plagiarizing	will	result	in	an	“F”	for	
the	course,	as	possible	probation	from	Alvin	Community	College.	In	all	cases,	all	violations	of	academic	honesty	
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will	be	reported	to	the	administration.	Students	with	questions	should	ask.	Students	are	responsible	for	policies	in	
the	student	handbook,	as	well	as	rules	of	common	sense.		
	
MAKE	SURE	TO	CITE	ALL	SOURCES!	MLA,	APA,	or	Chicago	Style	–	any	of	these	are	fine.		
	
*Students	do	have	the	option	to	work	on	this	project	with	one	other	person	in	the	class.	If	you	elect	to	do	this,	talk	
with	the	professor	for	guidance	on	this.		
	
For	the	proposal,	students	must	detail	what	they	are	going	to	analyze	and/or	who	they	are	going	to	interview	and	
what	they	are	going	to	ask,	etc.	Students	should	generally	describe	what	they	are	going	to	do	and	when	they	are	
going	to	do	it,	etc.	While	proposals	must	be	a	clear	and	specific	as	possible,	students	can	certainly	change	part	of	
the	project,	if	needed.	Remember	that	the	proposal	is	due	Thursday,	February	23,	2017,	at	8:00	am.	Students	
who	do	not	submit	a	proposal	to	Blackboard	will	receive	a	zero	on	the	semester	project.		
	
For	the	final	paper,	don’t	forget	to	use	a	creative	title,	paragraphs,	etc.	Be	sure	to	review	guidelines	on	the	
syllabus	and	those	below	for	what	is	expected	in	terms	of	formatting.	At	the	same	time,	be	“creative,”	too.		
	
The	final	writing	assignment	is	due	Tuesday,	April	25,	2017,	at	8:00	am.	The	paper	is	only	to	be	submitted	to	
Blackboard,	while	students	must	bring	a	hard	copy	of	the	Academic	Honesty	Pledge	to	class.	No	late	assignments	
will	be	accepted.	Papers	may	be	submitted	early.	Additionally,	the	professor	will	happily	go	over	reviews	and	
provide	feedback	before	the	deadline	so	that	students	have	an	opportunity	to	improve.	Students	seeking	early	
feedback	should	contract	the	professor	at	least	several	days	before	the	due	date.		
	
Review	the	following	for	information	about	successful	college	and	university	writing.	Grammar	and	writing	style	
matter	for	this	assignment.		
	
“Five	Characteristics	of	College	Writing”	
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/five-characteristics-of-college-writing/		
	
“Checklist	for	Writing	Assignments:	
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/checklist-for-writing-assignments/		
	
The	Oxford	Comma,	plus	Every	Comma	Rule	You	Need	to	Know”	http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/24/the-
oxford-comma-plus-every-comma-rule-you-need-to-know/		
	
“Mastering	the	Semicolon,	Colon,	and	Apostrophe”		
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/mastering-the-semicolon-colon-and-apostrophe/	
	
“14	Must	Know	Rules	of	Grammar	Guaranteed	for	Successful	Writing”	
http://andrewpegoda.com/2014/06/25/14-must-know-rules-of-grammar-guaranteed-for-successful-writing/		
	
“Grading	Rubric”	
http://andrewpegoda.com/resources/grading-rubric/	
	
Additionally,	please	remember	that	all	out-of-class	work	must	be	typed	in	Times	New	Roman	size	12,	with	one-inch	
margins	on	all	four	sides,	and	double-spaced.	Spelling,	grammar,	and	format	count	–	please	use	Academic	English	
(this	means	NOT	using	first	person	[e.g.,	the	word	“I”],	text-message	language,	contractions,	clichés,	or	slang,	for	
example).	Students	tend	to	make	more	mistakes	on	grammar	than	on	content,	so	be	careful.	Be	sure	and	take	the	
appropriate	and	necessary	time	to	write	a	good,	formal,	publishable	paper.		
	
For	the	presentation,	students	should	treat	this	as	a	formal	exercise,	dressing	formally	and	preparing	
appropriately.	Presentations	should	be	somewhat	interactive.	Presentations	should	also	make	use	of	various	visual	
aids.	Students	are	advised	against	using	PowerPoint	but	may	do	so	provided	that	slides	only	consist	of	important	
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quotations,	images,	and	short	video	clips,	etc.,	as	needed.	Students	should	be	prepared	to	answer	questions	about	
their	presentation	from	the	professor	and	other	students.	Presentations	should	demonstrate	that	students	have	
rehearsed	and	prepared	a	polished	product.	Students	should	focus	on	speaking	loudly,	clearly,	and	with	infliction.	
Presentations	will	take	place	during	the	last	week	of	the	semester.		
	
The	semester	project	is	20%	of	the	semester	grade,	this	will	be	broken	down	such	that	the	paper	will	be	15%	of	the	
semester	grade	and	the	presentation	5%.			
	
All	questions	should	be	discussed	with	Dr.	Pegoda.		
	
I	look	forward	to	reading	your	papers	and	hearing	your	presentations!	J		
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