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Fall 2017, Syllabus and Course Calendar  Dr. Pegoda 
Department of Comparative Cultural Studies  University of Houston 

Selected Topics: in Religious Studies; in U.S. History; in Comparative Politics and International Politics 

Theology, 20th C. Social Movements, & the United States1  
RELS 2396 (26490); RELS 3396 (26491); HIST 3394 (26684); POLS 3396 (23440); WGSS & HON by petition 

Monday/Wednesday 4:00-5:30 pm 
 

Professor: Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda2 Office: Agnes Arnold Hall 624  
Office Hours: Mo/We 11:30 am-12:45 pm; Tu/Th 1:30 pm-3:45 pm; & by appt.  
Email: ajpegoda@uh.edu Twitter: @AJP_PhD Website: http://andrewpegoda.com  
 

I’ll be right there, fighting for freedom, until God say ‘enough done. 
 

As my ancestors are free from slavery, I am free from the slavery of religion. If we had put the 
energy on earth and on people that we put on mythology and on Jesus Christ, we wouldn’t have 

any hunger or homelessness. 
 

Any religion that professes to be concerned with the souls of men and is not concerned with the 
slums that damn them, the economic conditions that strangle them, and the social conditions 

that cripple them is a dry-as-dust religion. 
 
 
Course Description: 
The twentieth century saw social movements by countless minority identity groups in the United 
States: Working class individuals, women, Native Americans, as well as Black, Queer, Asian, 
Mexican, and disabled people, among others, fought extended battles for basic civil rights. 
Theology and religion, primarily although not exclusively Christianity, substantially impacted 
the arguments and actions of these groups, as well as their oppressors. Theology, 20th Century 
Social Movements, and the United States is a discussion-based, interdisciplinary, upper-level 
course that examines such dynamics.  
This course asks several questions, including:  
• How have minority groups (and their allies) used theology and religion in their efforts to gain 

civil rights and political power?  
• How have minority groups used theology and religion to generate hope and solidarity?  
• Why do some minorities reject religion or theism altogether?  
• How have the oppressors of minorities used theology and religion to support such inequality?  
• How do struggles compare and contrast according to the specific minority and majority 

group in question, to the human/cultural geography involved, to the political institutions and 
offices involved, and to the intersectionalities and positionalities involved?  

• How do such uses of history, theology, and minority rights compare and contrast to other 
nations and political situations? 

																																																								
1 This syllabus is tentative. Dr. Pegoda reserves the right to change any part of the course requirements, policies, 
deadlines, content, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of changes, which will always be announced in 
Blackboard. 
 
2 Students are welcome to address me as “Dr. Pegoda,” “Professor Pegoda,” or “Professor.” Read the following link, 
if interested, for information on why professors use such titles: https://andrewpegoda.com/2017/03/04/11-reasons-
why-i-go-by-dr-pegoda-in-the-classroom-and-professionally-depending-on-the-circumstances/.  
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Course Objectives: 
Students will attain—through lectures, discussions, and primary and secondary texts (e.g., fiction 
and nonfiction, alphabetic and non-	alphabetic; to specifically include scholarly works, civil 
rights anthems, sermons, manifestos, political speeches, filmic representations, and others)—and 
demonstrate—through a variety of oral and written assessments—knowledge about 
theology/religion, about minority social movements and those involved weather by participation 
for or against or by non-participation, about history, about gender and sexuality, and about 
comparative politics. Students will also increase their written and oral communication and their 
critical thinking abilities.  
 
More specifically, students will have honed the ability to: 
• articulate how individuals, groups, and institutions use religion and how they (re)create 

theologies that correlate with their hopes and fears when it comes to battles for civil rights;  
• read, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary texts and create strong arguments through 

the use of appropriate evidence and reasoning; 
• analyze the short- and long-term effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and 

global forces with a focus on religion/theology and civil rights or privilege/oppression;  
• understand the role of context and place and of intertextuality, hermeneutics, and 

intersectionality/positionality; 
• appreciate the complexity of human behavior and take nuanced, “big picture,” “it depends” 

approaches; and  
• use comparative and interdisciplinary research methods and internalize the course concepts.  
 
 
Course Structure: 
Class time will be devoted to discussing assigned readings, to reading and discussing primary 
texts, to listening to interactive lectures, to completing assignments, and to having conversations 
about how such issues affect us personally. The priority will always be on truly learning (which 
requires actively reading, discussing, listening, and questioning) topics related to this course. 
Therefore, students must come to class prepared. This class has a somewhat lighter reading load 
with the expectation that students will take extra time for additional reflection. Students must 
always be taking notes of some kind (preferably in a notebook) and must have the assigned 
readings out on their desks.  
 
We will focus on theory all semester. For the first part of the semester, we will specifically gain a 
broad overview of minorities groups, their struggles, and their uses and/or rejections of 
theologies during the twentieth century. Then, we will shift gears: Assigned readings and 
discussions will focus much more specifically on the Black Civil Rights Revolution, while 
students will individually focus on their semester projects.  
 
This course will not address or entertain questions related to the “accuracy,” “strengths,” and/or 
“weaknesses” of any religion….except where relevant for understanding minorities, majorities, 
civil rights, and uses of religion and theology.  
 
Finally, this class focuses on a number of major concepts, including: binary, Christianity, civil 
religion, civil rights, conservatism, gender, hermeneutics, historical (un)consciousness, 
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historiography, History, history, identity, identity politics, institution, intersectionality, 
intertextuality, (modern) liberalism, liberation theology, minority, nationalism, oppression, 
positionality, primary source, privilege, racialization, secondary source, sex, social construction, 
social movement, theology, and useable pasts.  
 
 
Assigned Readings: 
• Carolyn Renée Dupont, Mississippi Praying: Southern White Evangelicals and the Civil Rights 

Movement, 1945-1975 [Praying, on Calendar] 
• Miguel A. De La Torre, Reading the Bible from the Margins [Margins, on Calendar]  
• Stacey M. Floyd-Thomas, et al., eds., Liberation Theologies in the United States: An 

Introduction [Liberation, on Calendar] 
• Paul Harvey, Freedom's Coming: Religious Culture and the Shaping of the South from the 

Civil War through the Civil Rights Era [Freedom, on Calendar] 
• Charles Marsh, God’s Long Summer: Stories of Faith and Civil Rights [Long, on Calendar] 
 
Additionally, students will have some article to read (or print and bring to class) that will be 
posted in Blackboard. All of the required and most of the recommended books are on reserve in 
the library for students to use two hours at a time. Students are expected to read assignments 
before the class for which they are assigned, and they are expected to bring a copy of the 
readings to class, if at all possible. Of course, students will have addition readings to complete 
for their semester projects. Finally, students will need to watch a few movies. These are available 
at the library and/or at various online retailers, sometimes for free with various “free trials.”   
 
The following readings are not required but are strongly recommended:  
• Bruce Burgett, et al., eds., Keywords in American Cultural Studies, Second Edition 
• Amy Eshleman, et al., Seeing White: An Introduction to White Privilege and Race 
• E.B. White, et al., The Elements of Style 
• John Pavlovitz, Stuff That Needs To Be Said (blog- http://johnpavlovitz.com) 
• Miguel A. De La Torre, Our Lucha (blog- https://ourlucha.wordpress.com)  
• Chris Boeskool, The Boeskool: Jesus, Politics, and Bathroom Humor (blog- 

https://theboeskool.com)  
 
 
Required Supplies: 
Students are also required to bring the following to each class: regular-sized white notebook 
paper; a spiral notebook; blue or black pens; and a folder or binder for hard copies of important 
course material. Students will also need one Bluebook from the bookstore. Bluebooks must be 8 
½” x 11” and have 8-10 leaves/16-20 pages. Finally, students must make use of Dropbox, 
GoogleDrive, or other similar free service that constantly backup files – students who use such a 
service will never have to worry about computers dying. 
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Course Requirements: 
Assessment Date Grade Percentage 
Syllabus Quiz August 23 Pass/Fail Requirement  
Assignments  35% 
Midterm Exam October 11 10% 
Semester Project  35% 
     Proposal  September 30      (4%) 
     Annotated Bibliography  October 21      (4%) 
     Paper November 11      (3%) 
     Presentation  November 25      (9%) 
     Final Revised Paper  November 25       (15%) 
Final Exam November 29 5% 
Participation   15% 

 
Students are required to read all assigned material before coming to class and to complete all 
assessments. Given this is a 16-week course, students should be prepared to devote an average of 
6-9 hours (or an hour daily) outside of class each week to reading, writing, researching, and 
thinking. Specifically, a student’s grade is based on their academic performance on a variety of 
(mostly low-stakes) assessments, as well as participation. Brief descriptions follow. Separate 
handouts on Blackboard provide extensive detail for each.  
 
Students regularly complete small response-style assignments, including quizzes, both in- and 
out-of-class. The lowest two such grades will be dropped automatically. Students take two 
comprehensive exams. Both include written components. Study guides will be provided in 
advanced. Students will also complete a semester project on a topic of their choice and with Dr. 
Pegoda’s approval.  
 
Because, historically, most student do not read the syllabus as indicated by questions asked and 
mistakes made, students must take a syllabus quiz (unlimited attempts permitted) in Blackboard 
and earn a 100% before they can earn any grades or see course content.  
 
Except for components of the semester project which are due on Saturdays at 11:59 PM, regular 
assignments will be due before class at 2:00 PM. Every semester students request that 
assignments be due at a different time: Plan appropriately, and plan ahead, and the 2:00 PM 
deadline will be fine. All out-of-class work is only considered “submitted” when submitted 
online to Blackboard in the appropriate dropbox as a .doc or .docx file.  
 
Please note that late work/makeup work is not allowed for any assessments, whether in-class or 
out-of-class. No exceptions. No excuses. Start early. Be on time. Students who miss just a few 
small assignments, will be fine. However, exceptions will, of course, be considered for 
documented, extended emergencies. 
 
Extra Credit will be offered occasionally. Students can also receive extra credit for attending 
relevant events on campus. Students should not ask for extra credit. Students are not eligible for 
extra credit if they skip a major assessment or more than 40% of smaller assessments.  
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Explanation of Grading Policy: 
Students will not receive “number grades,” as is common in Humanities and Liberal Arts classes. 
Instead, work (especially major assessments) will be assigned a letter grade based on the general 
course rubric, which is located at https://andrewpegoda.com/teaching/grading-rubric/. The 
“checks” system will be used on less formal assessments. Given that our educational system is 
based on grades, the letter grades and check grades have approximate numerical values used for 
purposes of averaging. However, each student’s grades, overall performance, and improvement 
are manually reviewed before final letter grades are assigned. Students are always encouraged to 
ask questions about graded work but after 24 hours upon seeing any grade or feedback.  
 
Approximations are as follows:  
A+ ≈98%  C ≈75%  + ≈98% 
A ≈95%  C- ≈70%  √+ ≈93% 
A- ≈92%  D+ ≈68%  √ ≈85% 
B+ ≈88%  D ≈65%  √- ≈72% 
B ≈85%  D- ≈60%  - ≈65% 
B- ≈82%  F ≈50%  F ≈50% 
C+ ≈78%       

NHI (F) = Not Handed In  
 
Final grades will be assigned according to the following: 
93-100, A 
90-92, A- 
 

87-89, B+ 
83-86, B 
80-82, B- 

77-79, C+ 
73-76, C 
70-72, C- 

67-69, D+ 
63-66, D 
60-62, D-  

Below 60, academic dishonesty case, or failure to complete course at least 60% of all course 
assessment categories as listed on the table above, F.  
 
Incompletes are only considered when students have extreme and documented emergencies, 
have been passing, and are unable to complete the course. 
 
Withdrawals are possible prior to the published deadlines; however, students should always talk 
to Dr. Pegoda first. Please keep in mind: The Texas Legislature passed a ruling that limits the 
number of classes a student can drop during their years as an undergraduate student to six. This 
policy applies to any student who was a first-time college freshmen in the Fall 2007 or later and 
who attends a public college in Texas.  
 
 
Classroom Etiquette and Special Notes About Participation: 
Enrollment in this course acknowledges the intent to learn, and the professor is committed to 
creating and maintaining an open and productive intellectually engaging learning environment. 
In college, we celebrate differences and diversity and intersectionalities. This class and my office 
will always be a safe place and judgment free zone. However, at the same time, the classroom 
will always be a place where we are challenged and uncomfortable at times. Further, this is a 
college course, and students should know that anything is fair game. College classrooms are 
unique places where diverse ideas, opinions, and perspectives are welcomed and should be 
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shared--respectfully. In humanities and liberal arts classes, there are not “exact” answers as there 
are in math classes. Additionally, professors (and students) have the academic freedom to discuss 
anything they desire within the bounds of common decency and good taste, as related broadly to 
course themes. Readings, videos, images, and discussions, etc., will provoke strong feelings, as 
they should. Given the nature of college classes, readings, videos, and other course materials will 
sometimes address “taboo” or explicit content. Our reactions to these topics will vary by age, 
experience, and interest and should provoke anger or disgust or curiosity or sadness and many 
other feelings. Discussing these feelings and reactions in a respectful, open-minded way is vital. 
Students should also remember that they do not yet know enough to “disagree,” per se, with the 
methods and theories with which scholars study and share knowledge.  
 
Text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering phones, talking out of turn, and other behaviors that 
impede learning are prohibited. Students are responsible for knowing and following common 
sense. Disruptive students will be instructed to leave class. Being “present” counts as: arriving on 
time and remaining the entire period; coming prepared with copies of assigned readings out on 
the desk; access to paper and blue or black pens, etc; actively taking notes; behaving 
appropriately; having informed contributions; and completing miscellaneous in-class work with 
satisfactory performance; etc. Students are, of course, welcome to bring drinks and snacks to 
class, as well as use technology to enhance the learning process. There are no “excused 
absences.” Except for on-going situations, students do not need to email if they will miss one 
class. Students who have FIVE or more absences, as defined here, will receive a failing grade 
for participation. For each absence after the forth absence, students will also lose one point off 
their final average. Students who have perfect/near perfect attendance, who regularly volunteer 
with questions and answers, who help break the ice, who actively listen to others, and/or who are 
respectful toward all will receive an “A” in participation. Students with concerns should ask.   
 
 
Formatting Requirements for Assessments: 
For in-class assessments, students must write clearly using complete sentences, using 
regular blue or black ink, and using regular-sized white paper. No pencil, no pink, no purple, 
no neon blue – any other work will not be graded. It is unprofessional and hurts the professor’s 
eyes. Work submitted without a (clearly written) full name will also not be graded. No white-out 
either, please – simply, scratch out mistakes. Write on every line, too.  
 
Out-of-class assessments, the two papers in particular, must follow college conventions. 
Spelling, grammar, and format count—use Academic English (e.g., this means NO first person, 
text-message language, contractions, clichés, slang). This work must be in Times New Roman 
size 12 with one-inch margins on all four sides and double-spaced. Additionally, use paragraphs 
and creative titles for assignments! Papers should not include any kind of heading, including the 
student’s name.  
 
 
Communication with Dr. Pegoda: 
Students are more than welcome to email Dr. Pegoda at any time. They should truly always feel 
free to ask questions, to express concerns, to share something interesting, or even to send a draft 
of minor or major work before final submissions are due. As Dr. Pegoda is teaching five classes 
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during the Fall 2017 semester and has about 150 students, please always include your full name, 
class, and class time in the body of messages.  Students should not email to ask for extra credit, 
to explain one absence, or to ask a question that can quickly be answered by asking in class, by 
looking at the syllabus, or by looking at Blackboard Announcements (which will be used all the 
time to send related information, updates, etc.), for example. Emails will generally be answered 
very quickly but always within 48 hours – if students have not received a reply within that 
amount of time, they should resend the email as it was not received. Students are also welcome 
to follow Dr. Pegoda on Twitter, Facebook, Wordpress, etc. For more information, please see: 
https://andrewpegoda.com/2015/09/07/a-plea-to-students-when-to-and-not-to-email-professors/. 
If students receive a personal email from Dr. Pegoda, a prompt reply is expected.    
 
 
Blackboard Notice: 
Students must familiarize themselves with Blackboard and sign in several times each week, as it 
will be used to distribute announcements, assessments, handouts, grades, etc. Students should 
also confirm that the grade listed in Blackboard under “My Grades” is correct. Technical 
problems with Blackboard should be reported to the appropriate HelpDesk, not to Dr. Pegoda. 
Technological issues at the last minute will not result in an exception to the aforementioned no 
late work/no makeup work policy  
 
 
Copyright Notice: 
Unless otherwise noted, all materials are the intellectual property of the professor and are 
copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from being paid for taking, selling, or otherwise 
transferring for value, class notes or other information made during this course to any entity. In 
addition to legal sanctions, students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to 
disciplinary action from the administration. Copyrighted © Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-
2017. All copyright protections reserved for all original material presented in this course. 
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University Required Statement:Accommodations: 
When possible and according to 504/ADA guidelines, Dr. Pegoda will attempt to provide 
reasonable academic accommodations to students who request and require them. Students must 
first register with the Center for Students with DisABILITIES (CSD) and then present 
documentation to the professor during the first week of class or as soon as a disability arises. 
Students are responsible for providing paperwork and handling communication between the 
professor and the CSD, as well as reminding the professor about accommodations. 
 
 
University Required Statement:Gender and Violence: 
According to various University of Houston System and federal policies, employees at the 
University of Houston are considered “Responsible Employees.” Title IX requires that faculty 
who become aware of a student who has experienced any form of sexual harassment, sexual 
assault, or relationship violence at any time report such information to the Title IV Coordinator, 
Dr. Richard Anthony Baker. This includes any information shared with faculty, even information 
in an assessment or discussion. Given the nature of the university experience and of life, such 
examples might come up during a discussion. Students are welcome to discuss any such example 
in the third person: “My friend…” HOWEVER, the University of Houston System is especially 
concerned about any type of sexual violence--including stalking in-person or online, hazing, or 
rape, that might have occurred on campus and/or between students.   
 
Students with questions about this should speak with Dr. Pegoda. They may also speak with Dr. 
Baker at 713.743.8835 or at eos@uh.edu. The University’s Women and Gender Resource 
Center’s Ashely Griffin is a confidential resource for faculty, staff, and students. Ms. Griffin can 
be reached at 713.743.1076 or at agriffin3@uh.edu. This center also has free resources and 
information related to all aspects of sexual/personal health. In addition, the following contact 
information might be useful: UH Emergency Number 713.743.3333; Counseling and 
Psychological Services 713.743.5454; Student Health Center 713.743.5151. 
 
 
University Required Statement:Counseling and Psychological Services Statement: 
CAPS can help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to college, or 
feeling sad and hopeless. Students may reach CAPS (www.uh.edu/caps) by calling 713.743.5454 
during and after business hours for routine appointments or if you or someone you know is in 
crisis. No appointment is necessary for the “Let's Talk” program, a drop-in consultation service 
at convenient locations and hours around campus.        
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Tentative Course Calendar:  
 
The following readings must be completed before coming to class. Students will also have an 
assignment over the readings due at 2 pm before each class. 
 
8/21: n/a 
 
8/23: Freedom, Introduction and Ch., 1 
 
8/28: Margins, Introduction and Ch., 1 
 
8/30: Margins, Ch., 2 and 3 
 
9/4: Labor Day – Holiday!  
 
9/6: Margins, Ch., 4, 5, 6, and 7 (skim Ch. 6 and 7) 
 
9/11: Liberation, Introduction and Ch., 1 and 2 
 
9/13: Blackboard Packet and Freedom, Ch. 2 
 
9/18: Liberation, Ch., 3, 4, and 10 
 
9/20: Liberation, Ch., 5, 6, 7, and 8 
 
9/25: Liberation, Ch., 9 
 
9/27: Freedom, Ch., 3 and 4 
 
10/2: Freedom, Ch., 5 and Epilogue 
 
10/4: Praying, Introduction and Ch., 1 and 2 
*We will not be meeting face-to-face today.* 
 
10/9: Praying, Ch. 2-4 
 
10/11: MIDTERM EXAM 
 
10/16: Praying, Ch. 5-end 
 
10/18: Assigned Music    
 
10/23: Assigned Film and Readings 
 
10/25: Assigned Images  
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10/30: Assigned Articles about Effective Writing 
 
11/1: Summer Ch., 1 
 
11/6: Summer Ch., 2 
 
11/8: Summer Ch., 3 
 
11/13: Summer Ch., 4 
 
11/15: Summer Ch., 5 and Conclusion 
 
11/20: To Be Announced  
 
11/22: Thanksgiving – Holiday 
 
11/27: To Be Announced  
 
11/29: FINAL EXAM 
 
 
 
 
Take Note: 
Welcome! Students who attend class, take notes, participate, read the required readings, and who 
study actively and deeply, will have no problem earning a high grade. Students who attend 
class and make good-faith efforts to participate and learn are (almost) guaranteed to pass 
the class. This course, like a college course should be, is challenging, but very manageable and 
very rewarding, if students apply themselves and plan ahead. Starting early, applying critical 
thinking, AND FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS are number one when it comes to being 
academically successful. Students are welcome to and are encouraged to form study groups. 
 



9/6: Margins, Introduction and Ch., 1 and Assignment #2 
 
9/11: Margins, Ch., 2 and 3 and Assignment #3 
 
9/13: Margins, Ch., 4, 5, 6, and 7 (skim Ch. 6 and 7) and Assignment #4 
 
9/18: Liberation, Introduction and Ch., 1 and 2 and Assignment #5 AND 
Freedom, Ch. 2 and Assignment #6 
 
9/20: Liberation, Ch., 3, 4, and 10 and Assignment #7 
 
9/25: Liberation, Ch., 5, 6, 7, and 8 and Assignment #8 
 
9/27: Liberation, Ch., 9 and Assignment #9 
 

**9/30 Proposal Due for Semester Project** 
 
10/2: Freedom, Ch., 3 and 4 and Assignment #10 
 
10/4: Freedom, Ch., 5 and Epilogue and Start Mississippi Praying 
*We will not be meeting face-to-face today.* 
 
10/9: Mississippi Praying, through the end of Ch. 3 and Assignment #11 
 
10/11: Mississippi Praying, Ch. 4 to the end and Assignment #12 
 
10/16: Catchup and Review 
 
10/18: MIDTERM EXAM 
 

**10/21 Annotated Bibliography Due for Semester Project** 
 
10/23: Assigned Film/Music and Readings 
 
10/25: Assigned Film/Music and Readings 
 
10/30: Assigned Film/Music and Readings 
 
11/1: Summer Ch., 1 and Assignment #13 and Assigned Articles about Effective Writing 
 
11/6: Summer Ch., 2 and Assignment #14 
 
11/8: Summer Ch., 3 and Assignment #15 
 

**11/11 Paper Due for Semester Project** 
 



 
11/13: Summer Ch., 4 and Assignment #16 
 
11/15: Summer Ch., 5 and Conclusion and Assignment #17 
 
11/20: Special Guest Speaker – Professor John Gillespie  
 
11/22: Thanksgiving – Holiday 
 

**11/27 Revised Paper Due for Semester Project** 
**11/27 Presentation Due for Semester Project** 

 
11/27: FINAL EXAM, part I and Assignment #18 
 
11/29: FINAL EXAM, part II 
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Dr. Pegoda – Midterm Exam Study Guide 
 

	

I am an invisible man. No, I am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am I one of your 
Hollywood-movie ectoplasms. I am a man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids — and I might 

even be said to possess a mind. I am invisible, understand, simply because people refuse to see me 
	
Please	read	the	following	information	carefully	and	use	it	to	prepare	for	the	Midterm	Exam.	While	
preparing	for	the	exam,	you	are	only	required	to	use	material	assigned	or	discussed	this	semester	or	
material	you	knew	coming	into	this	class.	If	you	would	like	to	do	additional	research	in	preparation	for	
the	Midterm	Exam,	you	may	do	so;	however,	you	must	submit	a	Bibliography	of	any	additional	
sources	you	consulted	when	entering	the	classroom	the	day	of	this	assessment.	While	studying,	you	
are	encouraged	to	visit	with	Dr.	Pegoda	and	to	form	study	groups	(face-to-face	or	online,	etc.),	
especially	if	you	have	questions	or	concerns	about	the	material.		
	
The	Midterm	Exam	will	take	place	on	Wednesday,	October	18,	2017,	during	our	regular	class	time	and	
in	our	regular	classroom.	You	must	also	bring	several	blue	or	black	ink	pens.	You	must	also	bring	a	blank	
Bluebook	that	is	8½”	x	11”	with	8-10	leaves	/	16-20	pages.	Bluebooks	that	are	smaller	in	size	or	smaller	
in	the	number	of	leaves	will	not	be	acceptable.	DO	NOT	WRITE	YOUR	NAME	ON	THE	BLUEBOOK.	When	
you	arrive	to	class	on	the	day	of	the	exam,	you	will	place	your	Bluebook	on	the	front	table.	When	I	
distribute	the	exams,	I	will	distribute	the	Bluebooks	–	you	are	statistically	unlikely	to	receive	yours.		
	
On	the	day	of	the	exam,	you	will	have	approximately	80	minutes	to	complete	the	exam.	Exams	will	start	
promptly.	When	writing	in	the	Bluebook,	please	do	not	write	on	both	sides	of	the	“leave”	(as	termed	by	
the	Bluebooks).	Write	only	on	the	front	of	pages.	If	you	accidentally	forget,	do	not	worry.	Just	shift	to	
the	appropriate	place	when	you	remember.	If	you	make	a	mistake,	do	not	use	whiteout,	do	not	scratch	
it	out,	simply	put	a	line	through	it	or	put	an	“x”	on	it.	Use	your	time	wisely.	If	you	are	writing	and	you	
remember	something	you	forgot	to	say	earlier	and	want	to	say,	use	blank	space	in	the	left	margin	or	on	
the	back	of	a	page,	draw	an	arrow,	and	add	that	information.	DO	write	on	every	line.	Write	neatly	and	
clearly.	Spelling	and	grammar	do	not	count,	provided	I	can	tell	what	you	are	saying.		
	
During	the	exam,	you	may	consult	one	one-sided	8½”	x	11”	sheet	of	notes.	These	notes	must	be	
TYPED,	double	spaced,	and	in	Times	New	Roman	size	12.	This	sheet	may	only	contain	outlines,	phrases,	
and	reminders	of	key	terms,	dates,	readings,	etc.	This	sheet	may	NOT	contain	full	sentences,	full	
paragraphs,	etc.	You	must	have	your	sheet	of	notes	approved	before	taking	the	Midterm	Exam.	MAKE	
SURE	TO	FOLLOW	THESE	GUIDELINES.	Every	semester	some	students	come	with	a	sheet	that	violates	
these	rules,	and,	as	a	result,	they	are	unable	to	use	it.	You	must	turn	this	sheet	of	notes	in	with	the	
Midterm	Exam.	Students	who	make	a	good	“cheat	sheet”	tend	to	do	much	better	on	this	assessment.		
	
As	with	all	course	requirements,	any	form	of	cheating	or	appearance	of	possible	cheating—using	extra	
study	aides,	using	an	unauthorized	cheat	sheet,	having	a	phone	out,	wearing	earbuds,	etc.—will	result	
in	an	automatic	“F”	in	Theology,	20th	C.	Social	Movements,	and	the	United	States	and	will	result	in	a	
report	being	filed	with	Academic	Affairs.		
	
Rest	well,	get	a	good	meal,	arrive	early,	and	write	the	entire	80	minutes.	Be	prepared	to	show	off	your	
learning	on	exam	day.	
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Part	One:	Popular	Culture	as	Theology?	(20	points):	
At	the	start	of	the	exam,	you	will	hear	a	song	and	receive	a	copy	of	the	lyrics.	This	song	will	not	be	
announced	in	advanced.	Be	prepared	to	listen	carefully	and	to	think	quickly.	For	this	response,	plan	to	
write	no	more	than	one	page.	The	question	will	be:	After	listening	to	[“name	of	song”],	how	does	this	
song	inform	or	not	inform	our	understanding	of	the	related	liberation	theologies?	What	is	the	
“liberation	theology”	here?	How	does	this	challenge	oppression	theology?	What	is	the	intertextuality	
between	this	song	and	Nina	Simone’s	“Why?	(The	King	of	Love	is	Dead)”?			
	
Part	Two:	Terminology	(10	points):	
You	will	be	given	five	of	the	following	terms	on	the	Midterm	Exam.	You	will	be	asked	to	define	each	one	
clearly	and	concisely.	Definitions	must	include	more	than	a	simple,	technical	definition.	Instead,	
definitions	should	connect	terms	to	the	necessary	histories,	peoples,	theories,	times,	and	places	of	
Theology,	20th	C.	Social	Movements,	and	the	United	States,	as	appropriate,	and	should	include	
statements	of	significance.	Consideration	should	also	be	applied	to	intertextuality.	Responses	should	be	
four	or	five	good	sentences.	When	writing	these,	make	sure	to	underline	the	term	being	defined	and	to	
ship	one	line	between	terms.	Again,	if	you	forget	to	skip	a	line,	no	need	to	panic!	

• “grand	drama”	
• cisgender	
• civil	religion		
• constructionism		
• essentialism		
• gender	
• gendered		
• Governor	Ross	

Barnett	
• hermeneutics			
• History	
• history		
• horizontal	hostility		
• identity	formation	
• identity	politics	
• “If	I	Were	A	Boy”	
• Imperialist	White	

Supremacist	
Capitalist	Patriarchy	

• intersectionality		
• intertextuality	
• liberal	consensus		
• liberal	theology	
• lynching	
• Mississippi	

Methodist		
• Mississippi	Southern	

Baptist		
• oppressed	
• “Pie	in	the	Sky”	
• positionality		
• privilege	
• queer	
• racialized	
• racism	
• conservativism		
• Reverend	Douglas	

Hudgins	

• rhetoric	
• segregation	
• segregationist	folk	

theology	
• sex	
• sexed	
• sexism	
• sexual	orientation	
• “Shades	of	Grey”		
• teleological		
• The	Redemption	of	

Ham	
• usable	past		
• White/Black	binary	
• “Why?	(The	King	of	

Love	is	Dead)”	

	
Part	Three:	Extended	Essay	(70	points):	
You	will	answer	one	of	the	following	essay	questions	on	the	day	of	the	Midterm	Exam.	You	need	to	
prepare	for	all	possible	essays,	as	there	will	not	be	any	choice.	Each	essay	should	take	approximately	
four	or	five	handwritten	Bluebook	“leaves,”	writing	on	the	front	of	pages	only,	per	directions	here.			
	
Essays	require	much	more	than	simple	regurgitation:	You	must	consider	and	synthesize	information	
from	all	course	materials.	You	must	think	about	ideas,	examples,	and	evidence	from	lectures,	
discussions,	readings,	and	films	and	use	them	to	support	and	develop	strong	essays.	Essays	that	do	not	
demonstrate	solid	knowledge	of	the	assigned	books	(Reading	the	Bible	From	the	Margins,	Liberation	
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Theologies,	Freedom’s	Coming,	and	Mississippi	Praying)	and	assigned	packets	and	course	discussions	will	
earn	a	“C-”	at	best.	Since	you	have	this	guide	in	advance,	Dr.	Pegoda	expects	answers	to	be	particularly	
developed	and	will	grade	accordingly.	You	must	come	to	class	prepared	and	with	an	action	plan.	
	
While	you	must	consider	and	answer	the	entire	question,	parts	in	bold	are	designed	as	focus	or	
launching	points.	Essays	must	have	an	introduction	with	a	thesis/argument,	body	paragraphs,	and	a	
conclusion.	Additionally,	significance,	speaking	to	interdisciplinary	perspectives,	and	recognizing	
conflicting	theories	and	perspectives,	is	most	important.	Keep	in	mind	that	while	there	are	some	wrong	
answers,	there	are	many	correct	answers.	Part	of	this	assignment	is	seeing	how	students	pull	
information	together	in	creative	ways.	Likewise,	students	will	not	be	able	to	(and	shouldn’t)	discuss	
everything.	You	must	plan	(revisit	assignments,	notes,	and	readings	and	use	the	terms	above	to	help),	
make	choices,	and	pick	the	best	examples	to	support	the	answers	you	wish	to	develop.	Beyond	the	
expectation	of	using	course	terminology,	there	is	no	detailed	checklist	of	requirements	or	“do	they	have	
this?”	
	

1. What	are	liberation	theologies?	When,	how,	and	why	did	they	emerge?	What	sources/texts	are	
they	built	on?	How	do	liberation	theologies	differ	according	to	time	and	place,	identity	politics,	
identity	formation,	and/or	intersectionality	and	positionality?	Have	liberation	theologies	been	
successful?	Are	liberation	theologies	productive?	Do	they	share	any	similarities	with	oppressive	
theology?	How	have	oppressive	theologies	and	institutions	responded	to	liberation	theologies?		

	
2. What	is	oppressive	theology	(or	is	it	oppressive	theologies?)?	In	other	words,	how	have	

privileged	groups	used	Christian	theology	to	deny	freedom	of	opportunity	and	equal	access?	
Does	horizontal	hostility	apply	here?	Who	is	responsible	for	the	perpetuation	of	oppression	
when	it	comes	to	theology?	When,	how,	and	why	has	its	agendas	changed	overtime?	What	
about	oppressive	civil	religion?	Why	are	social	movements	and	groups	so	powerful?		

	
3. What	is	the	difference	between	praxis	and	theory?	Describe	the	difference	between	how	both	

those	privileged	and	oppressed	desire	to	use	theology	and	how	they	actually	act	and	live.	
Considering	any	gaps,	what	is	the	real	role	of	theology?	Why	do	people	spend	so	much	time	
debating	hermeneutics?	Do	minorities	really	imagine	higher	powers	that	shares	their	identities?	
How	do	debates	and	issues	related	to	praxis	and	theory	in	the	twentieth	century	compare	to	
those	in	the	twenty-first	century?					

	
4. How	would	an	outsider	view	discourses	on	theology	and	civil	rights/social	movements	during	

the	twentieth	century	in	the	United	States?	Thinking	about	the	Nacirema	methodology,	what	is	
happening	when	people	create/recreate	theologies	and	use	those	to	guide	who	should	or	who	
should	not	have	certain	rights?	How	would	this	potentially	differ	if	our	“Nacirema”	were	
hundreds	of	year	more	or	less	technologically	advanced	(in	terms	of	Moore’s	Law)?	What	if	our	
“Nacirema”	had	extreme	beliefs	in	various	directions?	How	you	imagine	the	hypothetical	
Nacirema	will	guide	what	this	mythology	can	do	to	make	the	invisible	somewhat	visible.	How	do	
these	issues	look	from	the	perspective	of	Dr.	Pegoda’s	“Big	Idea	History	Syllabus”?		

	
Please	let	Dr.	Pegoda	know	if	you	have	any	concerns	or	questions	while	preparing	for	this	exam.		

Email	or	come	to	office	hours.		
I	look	forward	to	seeing	your	excellent	thoughts!		

Study	hard!	J		
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Any form of cheating (using extra study aides, talking, having a phone out, etc.) or appearance of cheating will result in an 
automatic “F” in the class, and a report will be filed with Academic Affairs. 

Read the Directions Carefully:	Use	regular	blue	or	black	ink	only.	Use	complete	sentences.	Write	clearly.	
Write	on	every	line.	Write	on	the	front	of	pages	in	the	8	½”	x	11”	Bluebook	only.	If	you	forget	and	write	on	the	
back	of	a	page,	don’t	worry	about	it.	If	you	run	out	of	pages,	write	on	the	back	of	a	few	pages.	If	you	make	a	
mistake	somewhere,	put	a	single	line	through	it	–	do	not	use	whiteout.		
	
Make	sure	your	cheat	sheet	follows	the	guidelines.	You	may	use	one	one-sided	8½”	x	11”	sheet	of	notes.	These	
notes	must	be	TYPED,	double	spaced,	in	Times	New	Roman	size	12,	with	1”	margins.	No	complete	sentences	or	
paragraphs	are	permitted.	You	must	turn	this	page	in	with	your	exam.	If	you	are	not	using	a	cheat	sheet,	note	this	
on	the	inside	cover	of	your	Bluebook.		
	
Let	me	know	if	you	have	any	questions.	Remember	to	pace	yourself.	I	look	forward	to	seeing	your	excellent	work.	
You	may	write	on	this	exam.	
 
Part one, popular culture as theology (20 points):  
Answer	the	following	with	as	much	analysis	and	original	thought	as	possible.	One	or	two	paragraphs	are	fine.	You	
do	not	need	an	introduction	or	conclusion	–	just	answer	the	question.		
	

After	listening	to	“Another	Beautiful	Day,”	how	does	this	song	inform	or	not	inform	our	understanding	of	
the	related	liberation	theologies?	What	is	the	“liberation	theology”	here?	How	does	this	challenge	
oppression	theology?	What	is	the	intertextuality	between	this	song	and	Nina	Simone’s	“Why?	(The	King	of	
Love	is	Dead)”?			

 
Part two, extended essay (60 points):  
Answer	one	the	following	essay	question.	Your	essay	should	be	approximately	four	or	five	pages.	Responses	
require	much	more	than	simple	regurgitation.	Rather,	think	about	ideas,	examples,	and	evidence	from	lectures,	
discussions,	readings,	and	films	and	use	them	to	support	and	develop	strong	essays.	You	should	write	an	
introduction	with	a	thesis,	body	paragraphs,	and	a	conclusion.	Answers	must	consider	and	synthesize	information	
from	all	course	materials.	Additionally,	significance,	speaking	to	interdisciplinary	perspectives,	and	recognizing	
conflicting	theories	and	perspectives	is	most	important.		
	

How	would	an	outsider	view	discourses	on	theology	and	civil	rights/social	movements	during	
the	twentieth	century	in	the	United	States?	Thinking	about	the	Nacirema	methodology,	what	is	
happening	when	people	create/recreate	theologies	and	use	those	to	guide	who	should	or	who	
should	not	have	certain	rights?	How	would	this	potentially	differ	if	our	“Nacirema”	were	
hundreds	of	year	more	or	less	technologically	advanced	(in	terms	of	Moore’s	Law)?	What	if	our	
“Nacirema”	had	extreme	beliefs	in	various	directions?	How	you	imagine	the	hypothetical	
Nacirema	will	guide	what	this	mythology	can	do	to	make	the	invisible	somewhat	visible.	How	do	
these	issues	look	from	the	perspective	of	Dr.	Pegoda’s	“Big	Idea	History	Syllabus”?		
	
What	is	oppressive	theology	(or	is	it	oppressive	theologies?)?	In	other	words,	how	have	
privileged	groups	used	Christian	theology	to	deny	freedom	of	opportunity	and	equal	access?	
Does	horizontal	hostility	apply	here?	Who	is	responsible	for	the	perpetuation	of	oppression	
when	it	comes	to	theology?	When,	how,	and	why	has	its	agendas	changed	overtime?	What	
about	oppressive	civil	religion?	Why	are	social	movements	and	groups	so	powerful?		

	
	
	

Thanks for your hard work!  
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Read the Directions Carefully:		
This	is	the	take-home	potion	of	the	Midterm	Exam.	You	may	use	your	notes	and	the	books,	but	you	must	use	your	
own	words	and	your	own	analysis.	You	must	also	work	independently.	If	you	elect	to	do	outside	research,	you	
must	include	a	Bibliography	with	such	sources.	Your	responses	must	be	typed,	double	spaced	in	Times	New	Roman	
size	12	with	1”	margins.	Submit	your	responses	to	the	Exam	folder	in	Blackboard	no	later	than	Saturday,	October	
21,	2017,	at	11:59	pm.		
	
Part three, terminology (20 points):  
Define	each	of	the	following	terms	clearly	and	concisely.	Definitions	must	include	more	than	a	simple,	technical	
definition.	Instead,	definitions	should	connect	terms	to	the	necessary	histories,	peoples,	theories,	times,	and	
places	of	Theology,	20th	C.	Social	Movements,	and	the	United	States,	as	appropriate,	and	should	include	
statements	of	significance.	Consideration	should	also	be	applied	to	intertextuality.	Responses	should	be	around	
four	or	five	good	sentences.	
	
•	 essentialism		
•	 hermeneutics			
•	 History	
•	 identity	politics	
•	 liberal	consensus		
•	 Mississippi	Methodist		
•	 segregationist	folk	theology	
•	 usable	past		
•	 White/Black	binary	
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Dear Students, 
 
The Final Exam for this class will take place on Monday, November 27, 2017, and on 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017, during our regular class period. Your attendance during the 
entire sessions is mandatory.  
 
For Monday, we’ll discuss your semester project presentations—you need to review these before 
coming to class—and discuss the semester from a “Big History” point-of-view. You should also 
come having spent a good deal of time mentally reviewing the concepts we’ve covered, but don’t 
stress yourself out. You should come with any lingering comments or questions, too.  
 
For Wednesday, we’ll be doing an activity called “The Final Song.” Please find a song that in 
some way relates to some topic we’ve discussed this semester that you find especially important. 
The song shouldn’t automatically be one that is on the radio all the time, for example, unless you 
have a particularly good reason. Bring the printed lyrics to your song choice, along with a 
TYPED paragraph explaining the song—bring enough for the entire class. Have a thirty-to-sixty 
second selection of the song prepared to play for us, too. And be ready to engage in conversation 
about this music. AND you are welcome to bring food and/or non-alcoholic beverages—please 
do!  
 
Additionally, the Final Exam includes a take-home portion that is due in Blackboard in the 
appropriate dropbox Wednesday, November 29, 2017, 2:00 PM. For this take-home portion, I 
would like for you to write a letter (yes, a letter) to me carefully and thoughtfully explaining why 
our subjects this semester are important, what you have learned, how this course has changed 
you, and maybe most importantly, what you will do with what you have learned. I would also 
encourage you to include some comments about your performance and the effort you used (or 
didn’t use) this semester.  
 
This letter needs to be a true reflection that considers the entire semester and that gives me a look 
inside your brain, per se. Letters should be in Times New Roman size 12, single spaced (like a 
letter), at least 1¾  pages, and should take the tone of a letter. Take time to really write a good 
reflection. 
 
Please remember that while this Final Exam is likely different from anything you have had 
before and will be much more of a celebration of the semester, you should still take the Final 
Exam seriously. You’ve worked really hard—reading, writing, and thinking—this semester, so I 
want you to relax and enjoy a celebratory final.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Pegoda  
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For the semester project, students should select something for which they have a personal 
interest. For topics, students are welcome to and are even encouraged to define theology/religion 
and social movements during the long twentieth century broadly and creatively. Students may 
select any topic – except for anything to do with the Black Civil Rights Movement. However, 
students must compare their selected topic to the role of religion among Black people, their 
social movements, and their oppressors, as covered during the second half of the semester. 
Students must also compare their research findings to some aspect of social movements and 
religion/theology in another geopolitical setting. Finally, papers must pay attention to themes of 
gender and intersectionalities.  
 
Students must consider the kind of credit they are seeking while conducting their research and 
writing their paper. Students seeking political science credit, should focus more on methods and 
topics interesting to the political scientist. Students seeking GLBT credit, should likewise focus 
more on themes related to GLBT Studies. And so on.  
 
Topics may be “traditional” or “non-traditional.” For example, students may want to examine 
representations in images or films, may wish to conduct interviews, or may wish to analyze and 
synthesize primary sources. The more creative and original the better and more fun. Any kind of 
source may be used – how it is used is what is important.  
 
Papers must use a total of at least eight-to-ten sources—beyond those assigned to the entire class. 
At least three of these must be scholarly sources. And at least three must be primary sources – 
remember that primary sources provide direct information. Alternatively, students may elect to 
read and examine four scholarly books and write a historiographical paper. Other suggestions to 
these projects will be considered. Final papers must be at least 8-10 pages and no more than 15 
pages (Tim!), not counting a regular Bibliography. Students enrolled for lower-division credit, 
are only required to meet half of the requirements stated above. The page length does not include 
any images students might include – images are not required.  
 
The semester project is due in the following stages and is worth the following amounts toward 
the final semester grade: 

     Proposal  September 30      4% 
     Annotated Bibliography  October 21      4% 
     Paper November 11      3% 
     Presentation  November 25      9% 
     Final Revised Paper  November 25       15% 

 
Students must complete all parts of the semester project. Failure to complete any one part, will 
result in failure of the entire project. Please keep in mind that the professor is here to help with 
every step and is always willing to review drafts or to answer questions. All aspects may be 
submitted early, as well as for early, un-graded review.  
 
Project should be a learning experience and should be fun. Students can build on work they have 
done in other classes but must not reuse such work. Students must also work independently on 
this semester project. However, asking for help locating sources or sharing advice, is appropriate 
and is even encouraged. Consult the Academic Honesty Pledge for full expectations.  
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The following outlines some specifics for the different components.  
 
Proposal: The proposal should clearly define the topic. Tell me about what you want to 
research. Topics should neither be too broad or too specific. Include some questions that will 
guide your research. Include some kind of tentative outline of when and how you plan to 
complete your project. Probably aim for one page or more. In addition to this, include a list of at 
least five of the sources you plan to use. Except in extraordinary cases, topics cannot change 
after the proposal has been approved.   
 
Annotated Bibliography: The annotated bibliography is an extended bibliographical page. It 
should include all sources currently being used. Students must include the required eight-to-
sources but may still consult other sources as needed after submitting this part of the project. 
History majors should use Chicago Style for this (and the entire paper). Other majors may use 
MLA, APA, or a similar and appropriate style. Annotated bibliographies include sentences at the 
end of each entry. Annotations should include comments about who the author is, what that 
source argues, why that source is important/relevant for the topic at hand, etc.     
 
Paper: Students should write polished, professional papers that clearly address their chosen 
topic in a creative, yet organized way. Remember all of the lessons you have learned about 
strong, effective writing. We will spend some time discussing effective writing in class, and I’ll 
provide more information, as needed. Some guidelines for writing are located at 
https://andrewpegoda.com/teaching/. Remember formatting requirements! Cite carefully and 
correctly. The paper due on November 11 needs to be at least 90 percent complete. This is not a 
draft. 
 
Presentation: Students will complete an “online” presentation using a method of their choosing. 
Students have the option to make a brief website, a podcast, a YouTube video, a PowerPoint (but 
not a Prezi!), etc. Presentations should include both audio and images. There is no “length” 
requirement. Presentations, however, must include a detailed summary of the student’s research, 
arguments, sources, and so on. Presentations must match papers. At the same time, presentations 
should be more than just “reading” the paper. Students will complete an assignment where they 
comment on and evaluate the class presentations.  
 
Final Revised Paper: The final paper should be a polished version of the paper submitted 
November 11. Papers must incorporate Dr. Pegoda’s comments. Failure to do so will result in 
semester projects that will earn no higher than a “C”. 
 
All aspects of the semester project must only be submitted to the appropriate dropbox in 
Blackboard and (except for the presentation) must be in a .doc or .docx file. No late work! Papers 
may be submitted early. As per the syllabus, remember that all out-of-class work must be typed 
in Times New Roman size 12, with one-inch margins on all four sides, and double-spaced. 
Spelling, grammar, and format count – please use Academic English (this means NOT using first 
person [e.g., the word “I”], text-message language, contractions, clichés, or slang, for example).  
 
All questions should be discussed with Dr. Pegoda. I look forward to reading your work! J  
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You have two major extra credit opportunities available to you throughout the semester. As 
stated on the syllabus, students are not allowed to use extra credit as a means to skip course 
requirements.  
 
You may attend on-campus events for extra credit in this class. In order to take advantage of this, 
you need to do the following: 1) attend the entire event, 2) take a selfie at the event to confirm 
attendance, 3) aim for a page and write a few paragraphs summarizing the event, evaluating the 
event, and providing some ideas that show how you have applied knowledge from this class – 
specifically aim to analyze the underlining belief systems, world views, and/or theologies and 
consider how these compare/contrast with those of the social movements we are studying, and 4) 
submit your response to the appropriate dropbox in Blackboard no later than three days 
following the event. There is no limit on the number of events for which you can earn extra 
credit. This option adds points to your overall grade.  
 
You also have the option to read an academic monograph of your choice, subject to Dr. Pegoda’s 
written approval, and to write an extended source analysis essay, using the provided guidelines. 
This option also adds points to your overall grade. 
 
All extra credit is due no later than the last regular day of class, which for the Fall 2017 semester 
is Wednesday, November 29, 2017.  
 
As with all work, you must work independently on this assignment. Consult the Academic 
Honesty Pledge for full expectations. 
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Based on the Introduction and Chapter One in Reading the Bible from the Margins, please 
discuss the assigned question in your group: 
 
1. What does it mean to “liberate” the Bible and to read it from the margins. Why is this 
important? Is the Bible dangerous in ways? 
  
2. Thus far, how can we use the concept of intersectionality and De La Torre's arguments to 
understand social movements, minority rights in particular? 
  
3. What kind of assumptions does De La Torre make, and how does this impact our ability to use 
(or not use) his thoughts to understand social movements, minority rights in particular?  
  
4. Thinking about De La Torre's “four lessons” - focus on the first two and think about how these 
can help us understand social movements, minority rights in particular.  
  
5. Thinking about De La Torre's “four lessons” - focus on the second two and think about how 
these can help us understand social movements, minority rights in particular. 
  
6. What kind of examples does De La Torre use (football, etc.)? Thinking about the football 
discussion, what are some ways--if applicable--that you or others you know have used their 
personal bias/agendas to interpret the Bible? What would examples based on social 
movements/minorities look like? 
  
7. How does De La Torre discuss privilege/oppression? What do these concepts mean? Are all 
men really sexist, and all White people really racist? How are gender, sex, and race subjective? 
How do these concepts impact how people interpret and use (or not use) the Bible? How/why are 
terms important?   
  
8. How is or isn't this material “learning worth crying about”? What are the overall implications? 
Overall significance? What questions do you have about De La Torre’s arguments? 



Fall 2017 – Theology, 20th C. Social Movements, and the United States  
Dr. Pegoda – Discussion Questions for 9/13/2017 
 

	

Based on Reading the Bible from the Margins, please discuss the assigned question in your 
group: 
 
1. According to De La Torre, how have people historically justified oppression? How are 
different types justified? Why has the Bible had such power? How does hermeneutics influence 
all of this? What does he leave out by focusing almost only on race, class, and sex 
discrimination?  
  
2. How well does De La Torre actually speak for those on the margins? Do we accept his ideas? 
What about the people we'll be studying and researching this semester? 
  
3. What do we think of De La Torre's notions of a Black, Female, and Queer Christ? Of Jesus as 
“an old black Latina woman with AIDS”? (Is that really the most oppressed identity we can think 
of?) of Jesus being re-crucified when Matthew Sheppard was murdered? How relevant, inspiring, 
accurate, and/or appropriate are or aren’t these ideas?  
  
4. Are De La Torre's views at all oppressive to the minorities he claims to help or represent? He 
insist that the Christian God is in all places and all countries, even in North America pre-contact. 
What about Hinduism, Buddhism, etc., why are they omitted? For being so inclusive otherwise 
(and even taking a humans find "the God" in all kinds of different ways philosophy), why does 
he insist on the only correct way of finding this "the God" is through Christianity?  
  
5. What would it look like if he had advocated atheism for minorities instead of Liberation 
Theology?  
  
6. Hypothetically, if there was a Biblical commandment that unequivocally said don't 
discriminate, everyone is equally human, etc., would things be different? Think about this in 
terms, too, of the Satanic "Ten Commandments."  
  
7. How can/will this book inform your semester projects? What are you going to pursue for the 
semester project? 



Fall 2017 – Theology, 20th C. Social Movements, and the United States  
Dr. Pegoda – Discussion Questions for 9/17/2017 
 
Based on Liberation Theologies in the United States: An Introduction Intro., Ch. 1., and Ch. 2., 
please consider the following:  
 

1. How did the liberal consensus contribute to social movements in the 20th century? What about the 
interests-convergence thesis?  

  
2. How do the dynamics of liberation theology and "oppressive theology" change if we look at it 

from the perspective of the Nacirema?  
  

3. How does liberation theology contribute to identity formation and identity politics? What about 
to positionality (a sister concept to intersectionality)?  

  
4. How does liberation theology challenge notions that religion and politics shouldn't be mixed? 

  
5. What is the difference between civil religion (of which all social movements have roots) and 

religion based on liberation theology?  
  

6. Aspects of liberation theology say, in a teleological world view, that liberation is normative. How 
does this compare to arguments that oppression, while not linear, is constant and constantly 
changes, that oppression is inevitable, that oppression is necessary for the overall successful 
functioning of society?   

  
7. How does liberation theology subvert the normative? How does it make uses of the past that are 

not factual but true, true in terms of fairly representing and making use of hopes and fears? 
  

8. How does liberation theology challenge notions of what a "sacred text" is and isn't? Is Beyoncé's 
"If I Were a Boy" a sacred text in the cannon of Womanist liberation theology? 

  
9. How does the juxtaposition between Black Theology and Womanist Theology enable us to examine 

an aspect of horizontal hostility?  
  

10. What is the "hermeneutic of suspicion"? 
  

11. What is the relationship between notions of a "social gospel" and liberation theology or liberal 
theology?  

  
12. What is the relationship between the problem of evil and liberation theology?  
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