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|| RELS 3396-02 (17883) | HIST 3394-05 (17879) | WGSS/WOST/GLBT || TuTh 4:00-5:20 in AH 301 || 

Comparative Creation Myths:  
Texts, Criticisms, and Big Histories1 

Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda 
Office: Agnes Arnold Hall 624 (directly across from the double elevators) 
Walk-in times/Office Hours: Mo/We 11:30-12:45, 2:30-4:00; Tu/Th 10:30-11:15; and by appt. 
Email: ajpegoda@central.uh.edu  
 
 

 
 

I wanted to take a significant painting, a widely recognised painting that 
subconsciously or consciously conditions us to see white male figures as powerful 
and authoritative and flip the script, establish a counter-narrative….White figures 
are a staple in classic art featured in major museums. They are the “masters” of the 
masterpieces. Why should that continue?....It only makes sense to paint God as a 

black woman, sparking life in her own image. 
 
 
 
                                                        
1 This syllabus is tentative. Dr. Pegoda reserves the right to change any part of the course requirements, policies, 
deadlines, topics, etc. Students are responsible for keeping track of changes. 
 
I go by “Dr. Pegoda,” “Professor Pegoda,” or “Professor.” “Mr. Pegoda” is always unacceptable for its gendered, 
patriarchal baggage. See the following for information on why professors use such titles: https://wp.me/p3waUU-4os  
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Course Description: 
Comparative Creation Myths: Texts, Criticisms, and Big Histories examines how people from every corner 
of the globe have answered some of the most perplexing questions humans articulate: Who is in 
control?, How and why did everything start?, Where do we come from?, Who are we?, What is our 
purpose and the meaning of life?, How are humans supposed to behave?, and What kind of 
relationships exist between different forms of life? Such stories—or cultural artifacts—from sacred 
and philosophical texts embody important historical information about how authors and followers 
saw God(s), where these people lived, what they knew about the world, what resources they had, 
who they had contact with, as well as their general hopes and fears, expressions and reflections. We 
will ask: What are the implications of these stories? How are these stories different, and what do 
these differences mean? How are these stories represented in paintings, in films, and in other texts? 
We will also examine how, when, and why such stories have been transmitted, accepted, adapted, 
altered, questioned, and/or rejected over time and how this various by group, time, and place.  
 
This is as an upper-level, interdisciplinary, discussion-based seminar designed for students eager to 
read, to think, to research, to write, and to discuss religion, world History, philosophy, and criticisms 
based in traditions of historicism, feminism, queerness, and critical race theory, for example. No 
prior religious knowledge is required to excel in this class. This course is not designed to debate any 
“strengths” and/or “weaknesses” of any theism (or atheism) but to learn about creation myths and 
their life over the millennia, and to appreciate and respect various belief systems, as best as possible.2  
 
 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes: 
This course is designed for students seeking major, minor, or elective credit in Religious Studies; in 
History; in Women’s, Gender, Sexuality Studies; in Women’s Studies, or in GLBT Studies. As such, 
this course fosters students’ understandings of world religions, their primary texts, and their 
influence on human behavior and affairs; understandings of scholarly secondary texts; 
understandings of human agency; understandings of human institutions, organizations, and 
interactions; and understandings of socially constructed identities and the study of such, especially in 
terms of intersectionality and positionality, of gender and sexuality, and of privilege and oppression. 
Students will also increase their written and oral communication and their critical thinking abilities. 
 

Students will attain—through discussions, lectures, guest speakers, presentations, and primary and 
secondary texts (e.g., fiction and nonfiction, alphabetic and non-alphabetic)—and will 
demonstrate—through a variety of written and oral assessments—knowledge about mythology as 
relates to creation myths and religions, about ancient peoples and societies, about the transmission 
of ideas across time and place, geography, Big History, and relevant academic and personal critiques.  
 

More specifically, by the end of the semester, students will have honed the ability to: 
• write polished, original and informed prose;  
• read and analyze primary and secondary texts;  
• define, discuss, and analyze creation myths, as well as the various types and major similarities and 

differences;   
• discuss complex, controversial topics related to religions and histories with a recognition of time, 

place, causality, change over time and with an eye toward making and understanding usable pasts; 
                                                        
 
2 In addition, please see my “The ‘Big Idea’ History Syllabus”: https://wp.me/p3waUU-5vc  
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• research selected topics and present findings orally and in writing; 
• understand the differences between “history”/History,” between “regular” history/Big History; 
• understand the importance of supporting/making statements (whether fact, opinion/subjective, or 

relative) backed by evidence; how time, place, and point-of-view result in numerous (and valid) 
perspectives; and the skill of asking complex, yet thoughtful--even unanswerable--questions and 
the value of “it depends” responses; and 

• understand/appreciate “the learning worth crying about” (Dr. Wesch); the role of failure in 
learning (Professor Tuttle); the decision of “becom[ing] an active owner of your education” (Dr. 
Diaz de Sabates); and the “the emotional demands of college” (Dr. Pegoda).3 

 
 

 
 
 
Assigned Texts and Supplies: 
• Joseph Campbell, The Power of Myth 
• David Adams Leeming, Creation Myths of the World: An Encyclopedia (free on Blackboard) 
• Barbara C. Sproul, ed., Primal Myths: Creation Myths Around the World 
• Blackboard articles and chapters as listed on the course calendar. 
• World map of some kind/form with listings of ancient locations  
 
Recommended, free:  
• Philip Wilkinson, Myths & Legends: An Illustrated Guide to their Origins and Meanings  
• Joseph M. Williams, et al., Style: Lessons in Grace and Clarity  
• Crash Course Mythology https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEb6sGT7oD8G8nPbyvObaZUNdfV6kitZQ 
 

Students are expected to ‘read’ texts before the class for which they are assigned, and they are 
expected to bring a hard copy of readings to class, if at all possible. Films and episodes are available 
on Amazon, Netflix, and/or at various online retailers, often for free with various “free trials.” All 
required texts are on reserve at the UH M.D. Anderson Library, too. Of course, students will 
have additional texts for research projects. 
 

Students must use Dropbox, OneDrive, GoogleDrive, or a similar service that constantly creates 
backups—students who use such a service will never have to worry about computers dying.  
 

Students are also required to bring the following to each class: regular-sized white notebook paper; a 
spiral notebook; blue/black pens; and a folder for hard copies of important course material; and a 

                                                        
3 See http://mediatedcultures.net/thoughts/learning-worth-crying-about/; https://youtu.be/IVW7WVPHKpI;   
 https://youtu.be/3VMgCrOxZ7c; https://wp.me/p3waUU-1Ll. 
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laptop computer, iPad, or similar device for in-class responses (students can check a laptop out at 
the UH M.D. Anderson Library, if needed). 
 
 
Course Requirements: 

Assessment Due Date Grade Percentage 
Responses  Every class & As Assigned 30% 

Writing Assignments (6) January 26, February 16, March 7, 
April 6, April 9, April 16 

50% 

Final Exam April 29 20% 
Participation  Pass/Fail Requirement 

 
Students are required to read all assigned material before coming to class and to complete all 
assessments. Given this is a 16-week semester, students should be prepared to devote an average of 
6-9 hours outside-of-class per week (only one hour per day!) to reading, writing, researching, and 
thinking. Specifically, a student’s grade is based on their academic performance on a variety of 
(mostly low-stakes) assessments, as well as participation. If a response clearly indicates that the 
student has not read and is merely guessing or a paraphrasing the question, the course utilizes a 
guessing penalty. The guessing penalty makes the highest possible grade on that assessment a “D.” 
Any writing students complete in this class is fair game for later class discussions or examples, this 
semester or in another semester—student anonymity will, of course, be maintained. 
 

Some specifics: “Small assessments” consist of responses, mostly but not exclusively in-class 12-
minute quizzes and 2 in-class formal presentations, and of 6 out-of-class projects/writing 
assignments (one personal essay, two interviews with reflection and analysis, one article analysis, one 
mini research project, and one creative essay) . Two quizzes will be dropped. One writing 
assignment will be dropped, if all six are submitted. “Major assessments” consist of one take-home 
final exam. Separate handouts in Blackboard provide specifics. Participation is also required. 
 
Due Dates, Submissions, and Late work: Assessments are due as announced. Due dates are 
always Central Standard Time. Out-of-class work is only “submitted” when submitted to the 
appropriate Blackboard dropbox and in the appropriate format. Please note that late work/makeup 
work is not allowed for any assessments, whether in-class or out-of-class. Start early. Students who 
miss just a few small assignments, will be fine. Exceptions to the no late work policy will, of course, 
be considered prior to deadlines, especially for documented, extended emergencies. Always 
communicate. However, there will be no makeup quizzes under any circumstances.  
 

Extra Credit: Occasional opportunities for extra credit are typically offered. Students can also 
receive extra credit for attending relevant events on campus and writing an appropriate response 
within three days. Students should not ask for extra credit. Only students who complete course 
requirements are eligible. Students with any academic dishonesty violations or who have excessive 
absences (five or more) have any earned extra credit voided. 
 
 
Explanation of Grading Policy: 
Students will not receive “number grades,” as is common in the Humanities/Liberal Arts. Major 
assessments will be assigned a letter grade based on the grading rubric. The “checks” system will be 
used for small assessments. Given that our system is based on grades, such grades have approximate 
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numerical values. However, each student’s overall performance and improvement are manually 
reviewed before issuing a semester grade. Students are always encouraged to ask clear, specific 
questions about grades but only after 24 hours upon seeing any grade or feedback and only with the 
understanding that grades are not up for negotiation. Students who request/demand that they be 
“given” a higher grade, will have their semester grade lowered by five points. Students must ask for 
help/express concern before the end of the semester in order to actually help.  
 
Approximations are as follows:  
A+ ≈98%  C ≈75%  + ≈98% 
A ≈95%  C- ≈70%  √+ ≈93% 
A- ≈92%  D+ ≈68%  √ ≈85% 
B+ ≈88%  D ≈65%  √- ≈73% 
B ≈85%  D- ≈60%  - ≈65% 
B- ≈82%  F ≈50%  F ≈50% 
C+ ≈78%       

NHI (F) = Not Handed In = 0% 
 
Final grades will be assigned according to the following: 
93-100, A 
90-92, A- 
 

87-89, B+ 
83-86, B 
80-82, B- 

77-79, C+ 
73-76, C 
70-72, C- 

67-69, D+ 
63-66, D 
60-62, D-  

Below 60, academic dishonesty, excessive absences, or failure to complete at least 60% of “small 
assessments” or any “major assessment,” F.  
 

Incompletes are only considered when students have extreme and documented emergencies at the 
end of the semester, have been passing, and are unable to complete the course for reasons beyond 
their control.  
 

Withdrawals are possible prior to deadlines. Students should always speak with Dr. Pegoda before 
dropping the class. The Texas Legislature says that undergraduates may only drop six classes their 
entire career. Students with situations emergencies may also have options with a Medical Withdrawal, 
which does not count toward the six. For information, contact provost@uh.edu. 
 
 
Additional Specific Requirements for Assessments: 
In-class, hand-written assessments require complete sentences, regular blue or black ink, 
and regular-sized white paper. Scratch out mistakes; don’t use white out. Write on every line, too. 
Out-of-class assessments must follow formality and “correctness,” as discussed in the required 
handout “Guide to Writing in Dr. Pegoda’s Classes.” All assessments must show incremental 
understandings of course concepts. Likewise, when reviewing graded work, students should apply 
any comment in any specific place to the entire assessment and to all future assessments. All 
assessments must use complete sentences and normative capitalization, punctuation, grammar; 
although, spelling and grammar does not count on in-class assessments, provided the ideas can be 
understood.  
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Blackboard Notice: 
Familiarity with Blackboard is vital, as Dr. Pegoda will use it for posting announcements, 
assessments, grades, handouts, and texts. Do not use any Blackboard App. Students will complete at 
least some assessments within Blackboard during class. Technical problems with Blackboard should 
be reported to the appropriate HelpDesk, not to Dr. Pegoda. Technological issues at the last minute 
will not result in exceptions to the aforementioned no late work/no makeup work policy  
 
 
Classroom Etiquette, Attendance, and Participation: 

Professors—and students—have 
the academic freedom to discuss 
anything they desire within the 
bounds of common decency and 
good taste, as related broadly to 
course themes. We will 
consistently discuss ableism, 
ageism, classism, colonialism, 
ethnocentrism, imperialism, 
racism, sexism, etc., as well as 
other forms of violence and 
trauma, including but not limited 
to rape and suicide. “Trigger 
warnings,” per se, will not be 
provided, as they make 
assumptions about what will or 

will not “trigger” those for whom 
such disclaimers are intended to 

consider. Students who are triggered by 
certain types of content should discuss this with Dr. Pegoda as soon as possible and make use of 
free on-campus resources, if relevant. On this note, any member of the class may use the “safe 
word”—“pineapple”—at anytime, if the conversation is legitimately getting entirely too intense and 
too much for them. Stepping outside for a few minutes is perfectly fine, too. Our reactions to such 
“taboo” and explicit content will vary by age, experience, interest, and other such intersectionalities 
and will provoke anger or disgust or curiosity or sadness and many other feelings. Discussing these 
feelings and reactions (and learning from them) in a respectful, open-minded way is vital. Students 
should also remember that they do not yet know enough to “disagree,” per se, with the methods and 
theories with which scholars study and share knowledge. At the same time, there are not “exact” 
answers in humanities and liberal arts classes. In our collective space, we will be challenged and 
uncomfortable while learning. 
 

Students are always responsible for knowing and following common sense. Disruptive students will 
be instructed to leave class Text-messaging, surfing the Web, answering phones, talking out of turn, 
and other such behaviors that impede learning are prohibited. Use of any tobacco anywhere on 
University of Houston System property—including classrooms, parking lots, sidewalks—is 
absolutely prohibited—including dipping and vaping products. Students who, in Dr. Pegoda’s 
classroom, violate the no tobacco policy will be withdrawn and will face disciplinary actions.  
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Being “present” counts as: arriving on time and remaining the entire period; coming prepared 
with copies of assigned readings; access to paper and blue or black pens, etc; actively taking notes; 
behaving appropriately; having informed contributions; and completing miscellaneous in-class work 
with satisfactory performance; etc. Students are, of course, welcome to bring drinks and snacks to 
class, as well as use technology to enhance the learning process. There are no “excused absences.” 
In-class work cannot be “made up.” If you are contagious, please do not come to class or to office 
hours! Except for on-going situations, students do not need to email if they will miss one class. 
Students with FIVE or more absences will receive an “F” in the class. Students with concerns 
should ask.  
 
For those students with children, the professor fully understands that childcare plans might fall 
through occasionally. On occasion, please feel free to bring the child with you, if that is the only way 
attending class that day is possible.  
 
Students who arrive late should enter quietly and sit near the door to minimize disruption.  
 
 
Accommodations: 
In compliance with the 1974 Rehabilitation Act 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
the Center for Students with DisABILITIES 
(CSD) provides “reasonable and necessary” 
accommodations for qualified students with 
health impairments, physical limitations, 
psychiatric disorders, and learning disabilities. 
Students who want to know more about these 
services should consult the Student Handbook 
or should contact CSD in the Justin Dart, Jr. 
Center for Students with DisABILITIES 
(Building #568), 713.743.5400 (voice), 
713.749.1527 (TTY), or www.uh.edu/csd.  
 

Specifically, as a queer, crip, feminist educator, Dr. Pegoda is committed to creating equitable 
opportunities and will attempt to provide reasonable academic accommodations to students who 
request and require them. Students must first register with the CSD and then present documentation 
to the professor during the first week of class or as soon as a disability arises. Students are 
responsible for providing paperwork and handling communication between the professor and the 
CSD, as well as reminding the professor about accommodations. Students with service dogs or 
emotional support dogs must communicate their needs with the professor.  
 

However, Dr. Pegoda encourages all students to communicate about any difficulties or needs. 
Granting extra time on an out-of-class assessment before the deadline is usually possible when students 
ask. Most “accommodations” can be made easily. Dr. Pegoda also understands that the Medical 
Industrial Complex and the flawed “Medical Model of Disability” do not make healthcare accessible 
or comfortable for all people and can frequently find ways to help any and all students and also 
understands that life—including major events—happens.  
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GroupMe Enrollment & Communication with Dr. Pegoda: 
Communication is important! Students are required to enroll in the course GroupMe chat, which 
can be accessed through the app or the website. Students should use this for asking/answering 
general questions, seeking clarification on a concept, sharing interesting articles/videos/etc., or (if 
desired) letting us know about being late/absent. Dr. Pegoda will use Blackboard Announcements to 
distribute official announcements and updates—such will be delivered to a student’s email address 
on file with the University and will be archived in Blackboard.  
 
Students are more than welcome to visit with Dr. Pegoda during office hours or as time allows, 
before/after class. Students are also welcome to email (preferred) or DM in GroupMe to discuss 
individual/private matters or to send a draft of minor or major assessments before due dates. As Dr. 
Pegoda receives a lot of email, students should include their full name, class, and class day/time in the 
body of messages. Students should NOT email to ask for extra credit, to explain one absence, or to 
ask a general question that can quickly be answered by posting in the class GroupMe chat, by asking 
in class, by looking at the syllabus, or by looking at Blackboard Announcements, for example. 
Emails will be answered within 48 hours (excluding weekends and holidays)—if students 
have not received a reply within that amount of time, they should resend the email as it was not 
received (unless it asked a general question, as such will not be answered). Keep in mind Dr. Pegoda 
receives 100-150 emails each day; therefore, replies will sometimes be very concise! Students are also 
welcome to follow Dr. Pegoda on Twitter, Facebook, Wordpress, etc.  
 

If students receive a personal email from Dr. Pegoda, a prompt reply is expected.   
 
 
Academic Honesty, AKA Cheating: 
Students at institutions of higher learning, including at the University of Houston, must abide by the 
absolute highest standards of academic honesty. Any form of cheating or plagiarism—or the 
appearance of such—violate Dr. Pegoda’s and the University of Houston’s policies. Violations will 
usually result in an automatic, irreversible “F for the class and a report with Academic Affairs. For 
extended specifics, see the University of Houston Student Handbook and the handout, “Guide to 
Writing in Dr. Pegoda’s Classes.” All such policies and punishments will be strictly enforced. 
Students who complete their own work, who clearly acknowledge the origin of all information, who 
follow instructions, who ask questions, who visit with Dr. Pegoda when needed will have nothing to 
worry about. This course uses plagiarism detection software and other resources to ensure academic 
integrity.  
 

The course Academic Honesty Pledge also has important information—students automatically agree 
to its conditions when submitting any course assessment.  

• I completed any required readings or viewings necessary for this assessment. 
 

• I did my own research, using assistance only from librarians or Dr. Pegoda, if applicable. (It 
is acceptable to have a classmate, friend, or writing tutor read your completed paper and 
provide general feedback.)  
 

• The ideas in this work are mine and mine alone. When presenting others’ ideas, I have cited 
them properly. 

 

• I did not seek nor provide any assistance to other students in this course (current or former 
students) while preparing or writing this assessment beyond having another student read my 
completed paper and provide general feedback for final revisions. 
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• I did not buy this paper or pay someone to write this paper or provide this information. 
 

• I did not use any kind of paraphrasing website or tool that generates sentences or 
paragraphs. 

 

• I did not reuse any work written or otherwise by someone else or written by me for this 
class, a different class, or a class in a different semester or institution. 

 

• I did not manipulate any fonts or margins or content in order to make my paper appear 
longer. 
 

• I will never upload or sell said assessment to any website.  
 

• I understand that if any part of this work is plagiarized or I violate any of the above points of 
the Academic Honesty Pledge, the penalties are potentially very severe, likely including a 0% 
on this assessment, an “F” for the semester, a report submitted to the university, and 
possible expulsion from the University of Houston.  

 
 
Gender and Violence: 
University of Houston System policies say that employees are “Responsible Employees.” The 
University of Houston System is very concerned about any type of sexual violence—including 
harassment or stalking in-person or online, hazing, or rape—that might have occurred on-campus 
and/or between members of the University community on- or off-campus. The federal Title IX 
requires that faculty who become aware of a student who has experienced any such form of sexual 
harassment, sexual assault, or relationship violence—as defined by the person sharing the 
information—report such information to the Title IV Coordinator, Dr. Richard Anthony Baker. 
Students with questions about this may speak with Dr. Pegoda. They may also speak with Dr. Baker 
at 713.743.8835 or at eos@uh.edu. The Women and Gender Resource Center’s Ashely Griffin is a 
confidential resource. Ms. Griffin can be reached at 713.743.1076 or at agriffin3@uh.edu.  
 
 
The Writing Center and Other Academic Support Services: 
The University of Houston Writing Center provides individual consultations for students working 
on all types of writing. Whether it is the first semester or the last, meeting with an expert student 
writer can provide another perspective on papers or projects and in navigating the writing process 
from brainstorming to perfecting a final draft and any state in between. You can make an 
appointment by visiting www.uh.edu/writingcenter or by calling 713.743.3016. For help on the 
mechanics of papers (grammar, punctuation, etc.), visit LAUNCH in CV N109.  
 
 
Counseling and Psychological Services Statement: 
CAPS can help students who are having difficulties managing stress, adjusting to college, or feeling 
sad and hopeless. Students may reach CAPS by visiting www.uh.edu/caps or by calling 713.743.5454 
during and after business hours for routine appointments or if they or someone they know is in 
crisis. No appointments necessary for the “Let's Talk” program: a drop-in consultation service at 
locations around campus.  
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In addition, the following information might be 
useful: UHPD/Emergency Number 
713.743.3333 (students are advised NOT to call 
911 while on campus—instead call the UHPD—
the response will be quicker); Student Health 
Center 713.743.5151; LGBTQ Resource 
Center 832.843.6191; Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion 713.743.6047; Cougars in Recovery 
713.743.5862; UH Wellness 713.743.5430; 
Dean of Students 832.842.6183; Trevor 
Lifeline 866.488.7386 or 
http://www.thetrevorproject.org/pages/get-
help-now. If students would like to “talk” with 
someone but would prefer to text, visit: 
https://www.crisistextline.org/texting-in.  

 

Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their 
performance in the course is urged to contact the Dean of Students for support. Furthermore, 
students are encouraged to notify the professor, if comfortable. Students who find themselves in an 
emergency financial situation might have the option of borrowing $500 from the Dean of Student’s 
office with interest at a rate of 1 percent per month. All students in need of free food may visit the 
on-campus food pantry in Farish Hall 128.  
 
 
Perseverance Matters:  
Welcome! Students who attend class, start early and plan, who read the required readings, who 
participate in online discussions, who engage regularly with Dr. Pegoda, who study actively and 
deeply, who follow the instructions, and who demonstrate critical thinking, for example, will have no 
problem earning a high grade. Students who make good-faith efforts to complete course 
assessments and who participate and learn are (almost) guaranteed to pass the class. This course is 
challenging, but manageable and very rewarding, if students apply themselves and plan ahead.  
 
In addition, please note that I care about you. Please know that everything assigned in this course is 
intended to help you learn and grow. You can trust me to have your best interests at heart. 
Communication is so very important in all cases but especially if you are struggling.   
 
 
Copyright Notice: 
Copyrighted © Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda, 2007-2019. All rights reserved, for all original 
material presented in this course. – Unless otherwise noted, all materials presented are Dr. Pegoda’s 
intellectual property and are copyrighted. Individuals are prohibited from selling or posting online 
any material provided—instructions, handouts, lectures, lecture notes, readers, etc—or completed 
for this class. Students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to legal action and to 
disciplinary action from the University of Houston System.  
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Tentative Course Calendar: 
Readings must be completed before the class for which they are listed. 

Myth, History, and 2019 
1/15: Introductions. 
1/17: “The Case for ‘Big History’”; “The Big Idea History Syllabus”; “Exploring the World’s Creation Myths”; “Why 
Do We Have Creation Myths?”; “What is Human?”; “The Dimensions of Myth”; & “Notes on: What is Religion.” 
1/22: “Creation Myth: Xerox PARC, Apple, and the Truth about Innovation”; “The Myth about Creation Myths”; 
“Creation Myths (Historically Speaking)”; “The Origins of Silicon Valley’s Garage Myth”; & “Can We Make Sense of the 
Origin of All Things.” 
 
Creation Myths: History, Issues, and Hermeneutics 
1/24: The Power of Myth 1-86. 
1/29: The Power of Myth 86-150. 
1/31: The Power of Myth 151-206, 258-288. 
2/5: Primal Myths 1-30; “Creation Myths (Dancing Universe)”; “Language within Language: The King James Steamroller”; 
& “Translation Theories.” 
2/7: Creation Myths of the World 1-29, 301-363, skim 513-540. 
 
Creation Myths of Africa 
2/12: Primal Myths 31-49; “Stories of the Beginning”; & “Botswana Bushmen: Modern Life is Destroying Us.” 
2/14: Primal Myths 49-76; Creation Myths of the World 75, 136, 139; “African Creation Myths as Political Strategy”; “Filming 
African Creation Myths”; & “Creation Myths and the Visual Arts.” 
 
Creation Myths of the Middle East 
2/19: Primal Myths 77-135 & Creation Myths of the World 56-61, 102-106, 113-114, 124-131, 209-212, 414-418. 
2/21: Primal Myths 135-156 & Creation Myths of the World 250-251, 294-296.  
2/26: “Is Genesis a Creation Myth: Yes and No”; “Out of Nothing?: The Genesis Creation Myth is not Unique”; “The 
Cosmic Temple: Cosmogony According to Genesis 1:1-2:3”; “The Woman’s Bible”; “Women in the Three Cultures”; & 
“Women in the Garden.”  
2/28: “Creationism”; “No, Humans Are Probably Not All Descended from A Single Couple Who Lived 200,000 Years  
Ago”; “Adam and Steve”; “God Really Did Create Adam and Steve”; & “God Made Adam, Eve, and Steve.” 
 
Creation Myths of Eurasia  
3/5: Primal Myths 156-178 & Creation Myths of the World 116-120, 150-153. 
3/7: Presentations. 
3/10 and 3/16: Spring Break. 
3/19: Primal Myths 179-199; Creation Myths of the World 142-148; & “You Can’t Get Here From There.” 
3/21: Primal Myths 200-232 & Creation Myths of the World 82-86, 270-271. 
 
Creation Myths of the Americas and Oceania  
3/26: Primal Myths 232-268 & Creation Myths of the World 96-99, 159-161, 198-203. 
3/28: Primal Myths 268-315 & Creation Myths of the World 281-284. 
4/2: Primal Myths 315-369 & Creation Myths of the World 78-80, 161, 183-185, 227-229. 
 
Other Creation Myths & Myths of Recreation and Destruction 
4/4: No reading. Guest Speaker, Professor Gillespie — “La Llorona as Creation Myth.” 
4/9: “Mormon Cosmology”; “The Primal Vision: The Psychological Effects of Creation Myth”; Joan Osborne’s “One 
Of Us”; & Ariana Grande’s “God is a Woman.” 
4/11: Online class. “The Flood”; “The Flood Myths”; & “Only the Rocks and the Mountains Last Forever: Visions of 
The End.” 
 
Modern Science (Evolution, Genetics, Big Bang), the 21st Century, and Creation Myths  
4/16: “The Big Bang Is Hard Science. It Is Also a Creation Story”; “Modeling the Universe”; “We Need A Modern 
Origin Story”; & “Introduction: A Modern Creation Myth.” 
4/18: Presentations.  
4/23: Presentations. 
4/25: Conclusions and celebrations.  
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Appendix I. Study Questions  
 
ORIGINS & SOURCES OF CREATION:  
God(s)/Deities. Cosmos. Sun. Moon. Earth. Animals. Plants. Humans.  
 

1. When, how, by whom or what, and why were such created? What is the timeline of creation? 
What “ingredients” contributed to the stages of creation? Was creation deliberate or 
accidental? Collective, collaborative, individual? How (un)stable is the resulting world?  

2. What are the attributes of such? What attitudes, powers, strengths, weaknesses do they have, 
and how do these compare with other forms of life?  

3. What relationships exist among such?  
4. What is the balance between the number of God(s) and the process of creation? What kind 

of power do these God(s) have? What is their nature? What is their genealogy (both in terms 
of myth and in terms of History)? Is there an evil “Satanic” counterpart?  

5. Who are “humans”? What do they call themselves? What is their nature (or nurture!)? Are 
they superior to other forms of life? Do they have a specific purpose or specific rules? What 
are the consequences for behaving or misbehaving? Do they have free will?  

6. What is the purpose of everything? 
7. Does creation involve either destruction or recreation?  
8. What does the future—including the end—look like? 
9. What does the creation myth focus on? Is the focus on the creator or the creation? On the 

individual or group? Something else? What does this say about cultural mores? 
10. Are there additional elements describing the creation of sexes, races, nations, etc.? 
11. What relevant archetypical types/themes/motifs (including animals, plants) apply to this 

creation story? What themes are borrowed from other traditions? What are more unique? 
12. What does this myth embody cultural, environmental, political, or social knowledge of the 

time and place from which they emerge? 
13. What are the consequences/implications of this creation myth when thinking about various 

groups/identities, areas of permissible thought, etc.? 
14. What does this myth leave out? 
15. How does this myth appear in older contemporary art and literature?  
16. What is the place of such myth in today’s world? Has it evolved any? How is it represented 

in culture and politics? What is that group doing now? How does their myth shape current 
theological and political debates among those who follow such theology?  

17. How has the world changed from its ancient description?  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


