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SECULARISMS AND ATHEISMS 
 

Professor: Dr. Andrew Joseph Pegoda 
Address me as: Dr. Pegoda or Professor/Professor Pegoda/Dr. AJP (he/they) 
Zoom Office Hours: By appointment, I’m generally available daily 2 pm to 10 pm 
Email: ajpegoda@central.uh.edu Website: https://andrewpegoda.com Twitter: @AJP_PhD 
 

Term: Fall 2022, Regular Academic Session (August 22 – December 14) 
Location/Time: 100% Asynchronous Online using Blackboard, Office 365, GroupMe, and Email 
Catalog Information: Department of Comparative Cultural Studies (Religious Studies Program), 
RELS3339, Secularisms and Atheisms (section 18903); cross-listed with HIST3394 Selected Topics 
in United States History (section 26300). 
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***This syllabus is long—I know—but it explicitly details course pedagogies and policies. 
It has information at every step that will help you. I’ve spent hundreds of hours writing and 

refining it for over 15 years. Nothing is boilerplate. Please read carefully. Thanks!*** 
 

COURSE WELCOME 

Welcome to my class, our class. Please note that I already care about you and your learning. I am fully 
aware we live in unprecedented times. Covid-19. (Now Monkeypox, too!) Racism. Sexism. 
Queerphobia. Poverty. Violence. Overwork. Food insecurity. Inflation (or the ultra-rich just robbing 
us). Housing insecurity. Global warming/climate change. Things are rough.  
 

My pedagogies are built around what’s called “trauma-informed teaching” and “the student-centered 
classroom.” I have been teaching college since 2007, and learning is what I care about: I want to 
learn from you, and I want you to learn from each other and from me. While teaching doesn’t seem 
like a “job” to me, my very real job is to help facilitate your learning and unlearning.  
 

This course is challenging, as learning always is and should be, but it’s manageable and rewarding, if 
you apply yourself. If you start early and plan, read the required readings, participate in discussions, 
communicate with me, study actively and deeply, submit the required work, and demonstrate critical 
thinking, you will have no problem earning a high grade. If you make good-faith efforts to complete 
the readings and the assignments and to participate and learn, you are (almost) guaranteed to pass 
the class. Everything in our course is designed to help you learn and exercise your mind.  
 

I want to reiterate: This course requires dedication and learning. I always hear comments about 
having expected to learn nothing new because of identities, interests, and/or prior experiences and 
being impressed with how much learning occurred. Sometimes there is the idea that since this isn’t a 
STEM class it won’t be, can’t be, or shouldn’t be as challenging. There is even the idea that classes 
should lower workloads because you are taking 18-21 (i.e., too many) credit hours.  
 

I understand that society, including the university, sometimes forces you to work too much, while 
taking far too many classes. But, 12 credit hours (≈4 classes) itself is a full time load. Being a 
student is your job, too. Specifically, The University of Houston says if you are working 30 or 
more hours per week, you should enroll in no more than 10 credit hours because you are required to 
study 3 hours per credit hour, per week. These numbers go up substantially in shorter summer 
sessions. For details, please read https://www.uh.edu/technology/students/prospective-
students/undergraduate-applicants/registration/course-load/. 
 

The ultimate goals of my classes are to increase your literacies; to practice with different 
composition modes/genres while doing synthesis, analysis, and/or application; and to have 
learning, unlearning, and relearning guided by curiosity and metacognition.   
 

When you email me or DM me, always include your name and class. GroupMe is bad about not 
showing DMs—you can always tag me in the main chat and say, “check for a DM.” Messages will 
generally be answered within 48 hours (often much quicker!)—if you have not received a reply, 
please resend. If you receive a message from me, a prompt reply is appreciated. Please make sure 
you have an active “destination” email address—that you check—registered with the University. 
 

Remember that all information herein is accurate and current to the best of my knowledge (and 
official UH policy, for example, supersedes any other information) and remember that this syllabus 
is tentative. I/we reserve the right to change any part of the course requirements, policies, deadlines, 
or topics when doing so is deemed in the best interest of learning. You are responsible for tracking 

https://www.uh.edu/technology/students/prospective-students/undergraduate-applicants/registration/course-load/
https://www.uh.edu/technology/students/prospective-students/undergraduate-applicants/registration/course-load/
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changes. Further, all Blackboard announcements should be considered clarifications of, reiterations 
of, additions to, and/or modifications of this syllabus.  
 

Finally, I’m a lifelong learner. In the past year, I have taken ten graduate courses. This August 2022, 
I’m starting a Master of Science in Sociology for my sixth college degree. I’m a student right along 
with all of you. I understand the challenges that come with balancing family, work, and school.  
 

COURSE ACCOMMODATIONS 

I am a queer, crip (i.e., disabled), feminist educator/scholar. Specifically, I have Neurofibromatosis. I 
have had six surgeries (so far!). I take twenty medications, I have learning disabilities, and more. I 
was told by educators and psychologists that my medical problems presented too many obstacles to 
ever become a professor or even attend college. But here I am.  
 

Thus, I am committed to creating equitable opportunities and to increasing course accessibility—for 
all students. You are encouraged to communicate about any access needs. Many “accommodations” 
can be made easily (e.g., extra time, alternative exercises). I also understand that the Medical 
Industrial Complex and the highly flawed “Medical Model of Disability” often make healthcare 
inaccessible, unsafe, and/or uncomfortable. If you are registered with the Justin Dart, Jr. Student 
Accessibility Center, please let me know if desired. Depending on your needs, you are charged with 
reminding me and coordinating communication with the SAC. Every effort will be made to follow 
these accommodations or appropriate alternatives, per federal, state, system, university, department, 
and course policies. Use the following contacts to learn more: 713.743.5400 (voice), 713.749.1527 
(TTY), jdcenter@central.uh.edu (email), or https://uh.edu/accessibility/ (web).  
 

COURSE NOTES ABOUT BASIC NEEDS 

The University of Houston has all kinds of free resources to help its students. Please take advantage of 
these: You’ve already paid for them. Some of these resources are outlined below. If you need 
assistance navigating the resources available to you, please contact me (I’ll help as best I can!); 
however, it would probably be most helpful to contact Student Advocacy 
https://uh.edu/dos/advocacy-support/student-advocacy/.    
 

CAPS can help students with managing stress, adjusting to college, or feeling happier. Reach CAPS 
by visiting www.uh.edu/caps or by calling 713.743.5454, 24/7. Additionally, for any kind of mental 
health crisis or question, you can reach the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline by calling or 
texting 988. Please do note that if you reach out to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline the call 
is not confidential. If the person you are talking to feels the need, they can have police dispatched to 
your location in what is called “non-consensual active rescue.” Other hotlines follow a similar 
policy. Trans Lifeline is one service that does not do this—they only call the police if requested of a 
caller, if another person is being threatened, or if a child is in danger. You can reach Trans Lifeline 
at 877.565.8860.  
 

In addition, the following numbers might be useful: UHPD 713.743.3333 (students are advised 
NOT to call 911 while on campus for emergencies—instead call the UHPD—the response will be 
quicker); Student Health Center 713.743.5151; LGBTQ Resource Center 832.843.6191; Center 
for Diversity and Inclusion 713.743.6047; Cougars in Recovery 713.743.5862; UH Wellness 
713.743.5430; Dean of Students (including Student Advocacy) 832.842.6183. 
 

mailto:jdcenter@central.uh.edu
https://uh.edu/accessibility/
https://uh.edu/dos/advocacy-support/student-advocacy/
http://www.uh.edu/caps
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Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may affect their 
performance is urged to contact the Dean of Students. Students who find themselves in an 
emergency financial situation might have the option of borrowing $500. 
 

Through the Cougar Cupboard program, every enrolled student is eligible for 30 pounds of free 
groceries each week! For more information, visit https://uh.edu/dsaes/cougarcupboard/. 
 

For tutoring in a variety of subjects or for an academic coach who can help with time management 
or other issues, contact LAUNCH in CV N109 or visit https://www.uh.edu/ussc/launch/. For 
help with the writing process, contact the Writing Center https://uh.edu/writingcenter/.  
 

The Division of Student Affairs And Enrollment Services has many additional services that 
might be of use to you. Please visit https://uh.edu/dsaes/. 
 

As you navigate the required technologies for this class and need help or have questions, contact the 
UIT Support Center at 713.743.1411 or at uitsupport@uh.edu. They are open daily 8 am to 8 pm. 
 

COURSE NOTES ABOUT GENDER AND VIOLENCE 

Sexual violence is endemic in our society (20-30%+ victim/survivor rate) and on college 
campuses/among college students (50%+ will be victims/survivors). I am a survivor myself—in 
once instance when I was a young child a physician said, “It’s okay. I’m a doctor.”  
 

Federal, State, and System Title IX policies require that faculty report knowledge of sexual 
violence—including but not limited to assault, harassment, stalking in-person or online, hazing, rape that 
occurred by/to an enrolled student, regardless of location. In brief, I am a mandatory reporter.  
 

The Women and Gender Resource Center can provide resources. They have trailed professionals 
you can speak with confidentially. Please call 713.743.2236, email smss@uh.edu, or visit 
https://uh.edu/wgrc/sexual-misconduct-support-services/ for more information.  
 

For questions about policies and laws, you can contact the AVC/VP of Equal Opportunity 
Services, Ms. Toni Sanchez-Benoit at 713.743.8835 or at eos@uh.edu. Victims/survivors always 
have the right to pursue actions or not. Victims/survivors are also encouraged to remember that 
EOS does not have police power. A report with EOS does not necessarily start an investigation. 
Sometimes students might be cautious about reporting an assault because prior to the assault there 
was consensual underage drinking, say. University policies have “amnesty” for such circumstances— 
students can report the assault, acknowledge the drinking, and not get in trouble for the drinking.  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The United States promotes itself as a seemingly unified Christian nation, even something of a 
theocracy. Popular rhetoric frequently and regularly suggests that “everyone” is a Christian and the 
few who are not, lack morality or lack wisdom and are doomed to an eternity of suffering. However, 
there have always been people in the United States and in other nations who were religious “nones” 
or who have followed religions other than Christianity. Of note, the number of religions “nones” 
has been growing in all so-called most industrialized nations. There have also regularly been voices 
calling for strict divides between State and Church. Secularism and Atheisms is an upper-level, 
interdisciplinary discussion-based seminar focuses on the United States and explores such “free 
thinkers” and “heathens”—“heathens” toward proper, patriotic, civil religion toward the United 
States, “heathens” toward the dominate theistic mores in the United States. And of course we 

https://uh.edu/dsaes/cougarcupboard/
https://www.uh.edu/ussc/launch/
https://uh.edu/writingcenter/
https://uh.edu/dsaes/
mailto:uitsupport@uh.edu
mailto:smss@uh.edu
https://uh.edu/wgrc/sexual-misconduct-support-services/
mailto:eos@uh.edu
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should also remember that not all religions are theistic and remember that “atheism” (and even 
“religion”) itself is a very modern, very Western notion.  
 

We will ask: Why are a growing number of people “nones”? What are the beliefs and experiences of 
such “nones”? What do some people convert to a “nones” position? Why do some people convert 
from a “none” position? Why does society fear “nones”? How do intersectionalities and 
positionalities factor in, especially those related to sex/gender and sexuality? What is the difference 
between agnosticism, atheism, secularism, humanism, and what are the historical, philosophical, and 
religious foundations? What happens when Church is further separated from State?  
 

This course is not designed to discuss the specific merits of any theisms or atheisms (or any other 
notion of religions/world views) but to historicize, which is to say, examine how and why people 
and institutions have believed and behaved as they have. Please keep in mind that all students are 
welcome. Students of any belief or no belief system will do well in this class provided they commit 
to understanding and discussing course ideas, as well as their own ideas, and doing the work. 
 

COURSE CONTENT NOTES 

All course texts assigned and chosen by me have what I believe are sound educational merits, which 
might include doing something well, bad, new, and/or different. There should be no implied or 
assumed agreement between any text and myself. Please remember that you will further understand 
and appreciate course content, as well as academic methods, as you continue to learn and internalize 
academic knowledge. 
 

We will constantly discuss ableism, ageism, classism, colonialism, ethnocentrism, imperialism, 
racism, and sexism, as well as death, murder, rape, and suicide and many other forms of abuse, 
illness, trauma, and violence. All discussions are grounded academically. Content will include 
explicit, offensive, sensitive content, including language, nudity, and violence. “Trigger warnings,” 
per se, will generally not be provided, as they make assumptions about what will or will not “trigger” 
those for whom such disclaimers are intended to consider. Students who are triggered by certain 
content are welcome to discuss this with me. If you do not wish to see or to discuss any form of 
sensitive material, you might want to select a different class. Please operate under the expectation 
that disclaimers/trigger warnings are always in effect. 
 

Our reactions to such taboo content will vary by intersectionalities and positionalities and will 
provoke anger, curiosity, disgust, sadness, and/or other feelings. Our collective “brave space,” not 
“safe space,” will sometimes challenge us and make us think in different ways. 
 

When consuming any content, always ask yourself three questions: “Who writes the stories? 
Who benefits from the stories? Who is missing from the stories?” 
 

Regardless of the aforementioned, work you submit for this class needs to be school 
appropriate. There is a difference between violence presented in material I have assigned and we 
might discuss than in possible violence presented in a submitted assignment, for example.  
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

This course is designed for students seeking major, minor, or elective credit in Religious Studies or 
in History. Because this is an upper-division course, students will delve into a narrower field of study 
than introductory courses. Religious Studies classes specifically ask how religion, including systems 
non-belief, operate in cultures and societies and how such influences events and attitudes in local 
communities and in national/global contexts. 
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Students will attain—through lectures, formal and informal discussions, and/or primary and 
secondary texts (e.g., fiction and nonfiction, alphabetic and non-alphabetic)—and demonstrate—
through a variety of informal and formal compositions— high-level knowledge, perspectives, and 
theories about secularisms and atheisms and all of the related institutions, issues, peoples, traditions, 
and texts. Through this process students will increase their aural, cultural, visual, and technological 
literacies; their written and oral communication literacies; and their metacognitive literacies.  
 

By the end of this class specifically, you will have honed the ability to: 1) understand the role 
of secularisms and atheisms for individuals and institutions and discuss corresponding histories; 2) 
discuss systems of non-belief and the function of such historically; 3) apply methodologies from 
History and from Religious Studies; 4) carefully read, critique, and discuss primary and secondary 
texts, while identifying relevant arguments and sub-arguments, as well as supporting evidence; and 
5) write polished, original prose with appropriate analysis, creativity, and/or synthesis. 
 

By the end of the any class with me, you will have honed the ability to: 1) communicate 
successfully in online forums about complex issues; 2) understand/analyze/discuss the intersections 
of and functions of age, citizenship, class, race, religion, sex/gender, sexuality, and (dis)ability, as 
well as representations of such and related hxstories; 3) understand the importance of making 
informed statements informed by evidence; 4) understand how time, place, and positionality result 
in numerous perspectives; 5) embrace the difference between “true” and “accurate,” 6) appreciate 
the skill of asking complex, yet thoughtful—even unanswerable—questions and embrace the value 
of “it depends” responses; and 7) appreciate “the learning worth crying about” (Dr. Wesch); the role 
of failure in learning (Professor Tuttle); the decision of “becom[ing] an active owner of your 
education” (Dr. Diaz de Sabates); and the “the emotional demands of college,” as well as the role of 
reflection (Dr. Pegoda). 
 

COURSE TEXTS 

Unless stated otherwise, please acquire the following immediately. In most cases, books have been 
listed with the Campus Store for months. You might need to spend extra money for other supplies. 
 

• Jerome P. Baggett, The Varieties of Nonreligious Experience: Atheism in American Culture 

• Melanie Brewster, ed., Atheists in America 

• Barbara Ehrenreich, Living with a Wild God: A Nonbeliever's Search for the Truth about Everything  

• Susan Jacoby, Freethinkers: History of American Secularism 

• Anthony B. Pinn, Writing God's Obituary: How a Good Methodist Became a Better Atheist  

• Phil Zuckerman, Living the Secular Life: New Answers to Old Questions 

• Other materials provided  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Time and Dedication: Credit classes consist of 45 required “contact hours” and the 
requirement that you will study at least 2-3 hours per contact hour, totaling a 135-180 hour 
commitment per university course. This is not my rule. Further, as of July 2021, per the U.S. 
Department of Education, online classes must offer at least two substantive interactions per 
week for each long semester (& the equivalent in shorter terms). Substantive interaction 
includes doing graded work, participating, meeting with a study group, or communicating 
with me. Note, I have no control over whether other professors follow these rules. I will 
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follow the law. Collectively, then, this course requires an average of 10 hours per week in 
long semesters (& the equivalent in shorter terms). You should spend this time participating, 
reading, researching, thinking, and/or writing. 

 

2. Reading: You are expected to ‘read’ all required texts—“texts” include but are not limited 
to assigned articles, books, videos, films, images, and/or novels. Note that assigned films are 
typically available for free through UH Streaming Services (e.g., Swank, Kanopy, Alexander 
Street).  

 

3. Computer Literacy and Blackboard: To succeed in this class, you must be computer 
proficient. Familiarize yourself with Blackboard. You need access to a reliable computer (a 
smart phone/tablet will not work) with reliable, high-speed internet. Do not use any kind of 
Blackboard App or your phone’s web browser—it blocks content, hides my comments 
and/or your grades, obscures formatting, and causes other errors. Keep an eye out for when 
Blackboard is down for maintenance (which includes every Friday from 2 am to 6 am). 

 

4. Behavior: You are always responsible for knowing and following common sense. Name-
calling, harassment, or any other kind of violent behavior will not be tolerated. Students 
engaged in any inappropriate interpersonal behaviors, as determined by me, will be subject to 
administrative withdrawal (or failure, if the withdrawal deadline has passed), to grade 
penalties, and/or to other actions. Four Golden Rules of Good Class Discussions we will follow 
are: 1) no hogging the floor, 2) no blaming or shaming, 3) no personal attacks, 4) always 
respect the confidentiality of the classroom. I fully expect we’ll only have a great time.  
 

5. Presence: As we never meet altogether, asynchronous classes do not have “attendance.” 
But, your presence is necessary. One of the most important ways to maintain presence is to 
check Blackboard at least four times each week until the semester concludes. Always take 
note of the announcements, any grades that have been posted, and any updates that have 
been made to the Live Course Calendar (LCC), which details step-by-step what to read and 
complete each week.  
 

Additionally, your presence is necessary via your enrollment in the class GroupMe chat. 
GroupMe can be accessed through the app or the website. Use it for asking/answering 
general questions, seeking clarification on a concept, sharing interesting materials, or misc. 
participation. The GroupMe, ideally, will also allow for some informal conversations. Your 
name in GroupMe should match the name you provide in your Introduction, and your 
profile picture should be an appropriate, clear, safe for work photo of you (or your pet or 
something similar with permission). Violators will be removed from the chat without notice.  

 

6. Coursework: You will demonstrate your learning through a variety of tasks. 
 

“Formal Participation” mainly consists of weekly entries, as well as presentation replies. 
Any miscellaneous assignments count as part of “participation,” too. I do not specifically 
grade such coursework, but satisfactory completion is required to pass the class. You will be 
self-grading your participation with my guidance.  

  

Please note that weekly wrap-ups and other participation assignments are not “essays.” Thinking of them as 
essays will unnecessarily make more work for yourself. 
 

“Formal Assignments” consist of three exams (all open-ended questions), an active 
reading activity, a 6-8 minute YouTube presentation, a participation self-grading/reflection 
activity (all open-ended questions), and a final exam essay. These items are required to pass 
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the class. None of these assignments have a timer attached. See the LCC for specific 
instructions.  

 

Submission details and deadlines: All work is due at 11:59 PM CST on the specified day. 
Work is only “submitted” when submitted to the appropriate Office 365 links and/or 
discussion boards and in the appropriate format(s). All submissions links are on the LCC. 
Work may be submitted early, but please complete assignments in the order indicated on the 
LCC. 
 

Work is also only considered “submitted” when it is safe for work (exceptions might be 
available with advanced permission) and when it does not contribute to an atmosphere of 
intimidation or threat as deemed by Dr. Pegoda and by a “reasonable person standard.” 
Presentations and creative activities should not contain violence (or suggestions of violence 
toward others) or anything actively illegal (including but not limited to illegal drugs and 
illegal weapons), whether the actual object or representations of it. (Discussing past drug use 
and recovery, for instance, is fine.) Additionally, everything submitted in this class must 
be school appropriate—do not say or show anything at anytime that would be 
inappropriate or disruptive in a face-to-face class. Online classes change and expand the 
definition of a “classroom”—being online does not give license to push boundaries.  

  

Submitting work according to deadlines is important. It helps you maintain good standing. It 
helps me stay on top of grading. But I understand life happens. ALL participation 
assignments and ALL formal assignments have an automatic 12-hour emergency 
grace period. This means you can turn work in 12 hours “late” without penalty. Please only 
use the grace period as a backup—don’t become dependent on it. For the assigned formal 
assignments, you can automatically get an emergency extension to have the deadline 
extended three days from the original due date twice by completing the “Get An 
Extension” link on the LCC. Please note that toward the end of term options for 
extensions might be limited pending final grading deadlines. The “grace period” still applies 
to work with an extension. Please do not ask for an extension on participation 
assignments—extensions are not available. You can miss a few participation posts without 
penalty. (Thus, if you add the class late you also cannot makeup missed work.) Please do 
maintain communication, if needed; I understand unexpected things can happen. 

 

Please note: All assignments must show incremental understandings of course concepts. 
Likewise, when reviewing graded work, apply any comment to the entire work and to all 
future work. For credit, work must use complete sentences, use properly formatted 
paragraphs (except for exam questions that only require a paragraph), and use normative 
capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Additionally, all work must have a full 
name that matches what is in Blackboard (within your student account, you can change the 
“display name”) or a name I am aware of, and you must select the correct class on the 
submission form. Additionally, wrap-up posts must use the provided Word template itself. 

 

Note that I might use work you complete in this class for class discussions or examples (this 
term or in another) or as part of my research and publications—anonymity will always be 
maintained. Additionally, note that if you want to demonstrate your learning in alternative 
ways to the aforementioned, please meet with me to brainstorm possibilities.  

 

7. Academic Integrity: Students at institutions of higher learning must abide by the highest 
standards of academic honesty. Any form of cheating or plagiarism—or the appearance of 
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such—violate Dr. Pegoda’s and The University of Houston’s policies. This course uses 
plagiarism detection software and other resources to help ensure academic integrity. 
Violations usually result in an automatic, irreversible “F” for the class and a report with 
Academic Affairs. For extended specifics, see The University of Houston Student 
Handbook. If you complete your own work, acknowledge the origin of all information, only 
use permitted materials, follow all instructions, and ask questions you will have nothing to 
worry about. This also means don’t manipulate fonts/margins, don’t recycle papers, don’t 
buy papers, don’t get unauthorized help from others, as these are all forms of cheating.   
 

You are also prohibited from selling/posting online any material provided, including my 
instructions, my handouts, my lectures, my Readers, etc.—such violates my intellectual 
property rights. Additionally, please do not upload/sell work you complete for this class to 
websites like Chegg or Course Hero—such is cheating and will get you and others in trouble.  

 

COURSE GRADING 
 

Formal Assignments Due Date Weighted Value 

Exams (3) September 17, October 15, & 
November 12 

35% 

Observation Log Presentation October 1 10% 

Active Reading Activity October 29 15% 

Participation/Reflection November 19 20% 

Final Exam December 3 20% 
 

Grading Procedures and Other Information 

Grading in this class will always happen holistically. I do not use rubrics. (I’m of the opinion that 
rubrics needs to be set on fire and launched into the sun! ☺ Rubrics often encourage conformity 
and rigidity. They only have the appearance of increasing objectivity.)  
 

According to the latest pedagogical research, professors are encouraged to have students participate 
in the grading process, guided by metacognition and by reflection. This process is called self-grading or 
ungrading. You will be self-grading/suggesting a grade for work in this class using the guidelines 
provided in the next section. Grades must always be justified. I reserve the right to raise or to lower 
grades. We will only use letter grades. Letter grades have approximate numerical values. 
 

A+ ≈ 97; A ≈ 95; A- ≈ 90; B+ ≈ 87; B ≈ 85; B- ≈ 80; C+ ≈ 77; C ≈ 75; C- ≈ 70; D+ ≈ 67; D ≈ 65; 
D- ≈ 60; F = 1-59. NHI (Not Handed In) = 0%.  
 

Once a grade posts in Blackboard, you are welcome to ask specific questions but only 24 hours after 
seeing any grade or any feedback and only with the understanding that grades are not negotiable. 
Conversations will focus on future improvements and maybe re-do assignments, as possible by time, 
by assignment type, and by your willingness to learn. Questions or mistakes should be brought to 
my attention within one week of the grade posting (or within one day when final grades post).  
 

Extra Credit opportunities might be offered. Only those who complete course requirements are 
eligible. Students with any academic dishonesty violations have any earned extra credit voided. 
Typically, each extra credit opportunity is worth one point toward your semester average.  
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General Starting Criteria for Making the Grade You Want  

Assignments that earn the highest marks shine in original, creative, critical thinking. 
Audiences read these works effortlessly when it comes to aesthetics, diction, grammar, mechanics, 
and spelling. Work is entertaining and exciting. “A” assignments follow instructions but sometimes 
take risks and always go beyond minimum expectations. Work that earns an “A” clearly engages 
with assigned readings and is guided by dedication to our topics. Application and synthesis are 
present, too, as appropriate. The “A” assignment is not “perfect”—nothing is—but demonstrates 
careful thought and revision. An “A” requires hard work and dedication, effort is not enough. 
  

Assignments that earn the grade of “B” sometimes exist in an odd limbo. Such “B” work 
does not necessarily have anything wrong but generally lacks various degrees of originality or more 
often, analysis. Assessments often earn a “B” because of substantial weaknesses in their analysis and 
evidence or in their presentation of ideas. “B” work tends to just do the assignment. 
 

Assignments that earn the grade of “C” tend to just do (or partly do) the assignment but not 
fully engage with it. The sophistication of analysis, organization, prose, and so on is not at the 
same level. “C” assessments tend to rely more on generalizations, obvious statements, already-
established ideas, and do not demonstrate a clear, personalized understanding of the topics. 
 

Assignments scored at the “D” level typically show some very basic knowledge of some of 
the ideas at hand. Work at the “D” level might contain numerous factual mistakes and/or might 
not follow the instructions and/or might have numerous stylistic mistakes. Work 30% or more short 
of any length requirement can earn no higher than a “D.”  
 

Assignments earn an “F” when serious gaps exist between a submission and expectations. 
Typically, such occurs when students work that is off topic, that indicates important concepts have 
not been grasped, that indicates the student has merely guessed, that readers cannot understand 
because of excessive stylistic mistakes, or that is missing 50% or more of the required content. Work 
that contributes to an atmosphere of intimidation or threat or that is not safe for work will also be 
scored in the failing category. 
 

Class Grading Scale  

Your overall performance and improvement are manually reviewed before issuing a term grade 
based on the following breakdown. Students who request/demand that they be “given” a higher 
grade will have their term grade lowered by five points. Asking for changes is unethical. Note that 
Blackboard will be turned off 24-36 hours after I send my traditional “That’s a wrap” email. 
 

A= 93-100; A-= 90-92; B+= 87-89; B= 83-86; B-= 80-82; C+= 77-79; C= 73-76; C-= 70-72; D+= 
67-69; D=63-66; D-= 60-62; Below 60, academic dishonesty, failure to submit all formal 
assignments, or substantial lack of participation, F. 
 

Incompletes are only considered when students have been passing and have emergencies at the end 
of the term. Drops and Withdrawals are possible prior to deadlines. The Texas Legislature says 
that undergraduates may only withdraw from six classes ever. Students with emergency situations 
may have options, for example, with a Medical Withdrawal, which does not count toward the six. 
 

For more information about incompletes, drops, withdrawals, or institutional grading policies, as 
well as for questions about other university policies, contact provost@uh.edu or your advisor. 
 
 
 

mailto:provost@uh.edu
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

I. Introductions 
II. Living the Secular Life: New Answers to Old Questions 
III. Freethinkers: History of American Secularism 
IV. Atheists in America 
V. Writing God's Obituary: How a Good Methodist Became a Better Atheist 
VI. Atheism in the World Activities 
VII. Living with a Wild God: A Nonbeliever's Search for the Truth about Everything 
VIII. The Varieties of Nonreligious Experience: Atheism in American Culture 
IX. Conclusions 

 



    
     

 
        
     

         
 

 
          

        
    

           
  

    
            

            
    
          

        
             

          
          

 

   
         

          
    

          
      

         
          

  
            

               
          

          
    

      

  
                

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON SYLLABUS LANGUAGE: FALL 2022 
Required Language for All Courses 

COVID-19 Information 
Students are encouraged to visit the University’s COVID-19 website for 
important information including diagnosis and symptom protocols, on-campus 
testing, and vaccine information. Please check the website throughout the 
semester for updates. 

Vaccinations 
Data suggests that vaccination remains the best intervention for reliable 
protection against COVID-19. Students are asked to familiarize themselves with 
pertinent vaccine information and to consult with their health care provider. 
The University strongly encourages all students, faculty and staff to be 
vaccinated. 

Reasonable Academic Adjustments/Auxiliary Aids 
The University of Houston complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, pertaining to the 
provision of reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids for disabled 
students. In accordance with Section 504 and ADA guidelines, UH strives to 
provide reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids to students who 
request and require them. If you believe that you have a disability requiring an 
academic adjustments/auxiliary aid, please contact the Justin Dart Jr. Student 
Accessibility Center (formerly the Justin Dart, Jr. Center for Students with 
DisABILITIES). 

Excused Absence Policy 
Regular class attendance, participation, and engagement in coursework are 
important contributors to student success. Absences may be excused as 
provided in the University of Houston Undergraduate Excused Absence 
Policy and Graduate Excused Absence Policy for reasons including: medical 
illness of student or close relative, death of a close family member, legal or 
government proceeding that a student is obligated to attend, recognized 
professional and educational activities where the student is presenting, and 
University-sponsored activity or athletic competition. Under these policies, 
students with excused absences will be provided with an opportunity to make 
up any quiz, exam or other work that contributes to the course grade or a 
satisfactory alternative. Please read the full policy for details regarding reasons 
for excused absences, the approval process, and extended absences. Additional 
policies address absences related to military service, religious holy 
days, pregnancy and related conditions, and disability. 

Recording of Class 
Students may not record all or part of class, livestream all or part of class, or 



 
 

        
 

            

            
          

  
       

            
 

  
      

 
             

         

  

    
       

        
 

        
         
            

  

  
            

    
    

 
           

    

 
             

      
            

        
         

            
 

make/distribute screen captures, without advanced written consent of the 
instructor. If you have or think you may have a disability such that you need to 
record class-related activities, please contact the Justin Dart, Jr. Student 
Accessibility Center. If you have an accommodation to record class-related 
activities, those recordings may not be shared with any other student, whether 
in this course or not, or with any other person or on any other platform. Classes 
may be recorded by the instructor. Students may use instructor’s recordings for 
their own studying and notetaking. Instructor’s recordings are not authorized to 
be shared with anyone without the prior written approval of the instructor. 
Failure to comply with requirements regarding recordings will result in a 
disciplinary referral to the Dean of Students Office and may result in 
disciplinary action. 

Syllabus Changes 
Due to the changing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, please note that the 
instructor may need to make modifications to the course syllabus and may do 
so at any time. Notice of such changes will be announced as quickly as possible 
through (specify how students will be notified of changes). 

Recommended Language 

Resources for Online Learning 
The University of Houston is committed to student success and provides 
information to optimize the online learning experience through our Power-
On website. Please visit this website for a comprehensive set of resources, 
tools, and tips, including obtaining access to the internet, AccessUH, and 
Blackboard; requesting a laptop through the Laptop Loaner Program; using your 
smartphone as a webcam; and downloading Microsoft Office 365 at no cost. For 
questions or assistance contact UHOnline@uh.edu. 

UH Email 
Please check and use your Cougarnet email for communications related to this 
course. To access this email, login to your Microsoft 365 account with your 
Cougarnet credentials. 

Webcams 
Access to a webcam is required for students participating remotely in this 
course. Webcams must be turned on for presentations and for office hours. 

Academic Honesty Policy 
High ethical standards are critical to the integrity of any institution, and bear 
directly on the ultimate value of conferred degrees. All UH community 
members are expected to contribute to an atmosphere of the highest possible 
ethical standards. Maintaining such an atmosphere requires that any instances 
of academic dishonesty be recognized and addressed. The UH Academic 
Honesty Policy is designed to handle those instances with fairness to all parties 
involved: the students, the instructors, and the University itself. All students 

mailto:UHOnline@uh.edu


         
 

 
   

          
           

        
        

            
   

   
   

 
 

     

              

              
         

          
                

          
 

       
        
            

              

 

 

    

    

 
 

and faculty of the University of Houston are responsible for being familiar with 
this policy. 

Title IX/Sexual Misconduct 
Per the UHS Sexual Misconduct Policy, your instructor is a “responsible 
employee” for reporting purposes under Title IX regulations and state law and 
must report incidents of sexual misconduct (sexual harassment, non-consensual 
sexual contact, sexual assault, sexual exploitation, sexual intimidation, 
intimate partner violence, or stalking) about which they become aware to the 
Title IX office. Please know there are places on campus where you can make a 
report in confidence. You can find more information about resources on the 
Title IX website at https://uh.edu/equal-opportunity/title-ix-sexual-
misconduct/resources/. 

Security Escorts and Cougar Ride 
UHPD continually works with the University community to make the campus a 
safe place to learn, work, and live. Our Security escort service is designed for 
the community members who have safety concerns and would like to have a 
Security Officer walk with them, for their safety, as they make their way across 
campus. Based on availability either a UHPD Security Officer or Police Officer 
will escort students, faculty, and staff to locations beginning and ending on 
campus. If you feel that you need a Security Officer to walk with you for your 
safety please call 713-743-3333. Arrangements may be made for special needs. 

Parking and Transportation Services also offers a late-night, on-demand shuttle 
service called Cougar Ride that provides rides to and from all on-campus 
shuttle stops, as well as the MD Anderson Library, Cougar Village/Moody Towers 
and the UH Technology Bridge. Rides can be requested through the UH Go app. 
Days and hours of operation can be found at https://uh.edu/af-university-
services/parking/cougar-ride/. 

Helpful Information 

Coogs Care: https://uh.edu/dsa/coogscare/ 

Student Health Center: https://www.uh.edu/healthcenter/ 

https://www.uh.edu/healthcenter
https://uh.edu/dsa/coogscare
https://uh.edu/af-university
https://uh.edu/equal-opportunity/title-ix-sexual
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publications, etc.)
Twitter page
YouTube channel 
O!ce Hours

The Syllabus 

Note: By staying enrolled in this class, you hereby acknowledge that you have read the syllabus and
agree to its terms. Additionally, please take note of this syllabus information required by the

University of Houston. Thanks!

Weeks /

Dates

Assigned Texts Assignments

"Big Idea History Syllabus"
"Pale Blue Dot (cover)"
"What is Religion?"
"The Concept of Religion" (read intro
and "rst section)
"I Found Myself When I Lost My Faith"
"10 Fierce Atheists: Unapologetically
Black Women Beyond Belief"
"Say It With Me: I'm a Hispanic Atheist"
"Secularisms is Growing in America And
Growing More Complicated"
The Atheist Voice (explore the website)
"What Happens to Your Brain When
You Stop Believing in God"
"True vs. Accurate"
"Visiting Village Churches as an
Anthropologist"

Join GroupMe (8/25)
Syllabus Annotations
(8/25)
Introduction Post (8/26)
Week 1, Weekly Entries
(8/26)

We'll be covering a verity of topics throughout
this term. Most readings center around the six
required books. Read items in the order listed
here.

Please remember, per the syllabus, trigger
warnings and disclaimers are always in
e#ect.

Federal, state, and university guidelines
require that you devote about 10-12 hours a
week to this 15-week.

Item are always due at 11:59
PM CST on the date speci"ed
and will often require using
your UH O$ce 365 account.
Complete items in the order
listed here.

All items have an emergency 12
hour grace period available. For
major assignments, you can get
a three day extension twice by
completing this form before
the due date. 

-W1-

8/22-8/27

Introductions

https://elearning.uh.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/content/blankPage?cmd=view&content_id=_9315957_1&course_id=_162914_1#contextMenu
https://twitter.com/AJP_PhD
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXYunCSxPvkLulEQMJrxiNA
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EZ-IIkWyQi1MvE_x-qKK0PoBdvvDNtwNUZOqaEfGgqyBsQ?e=m8QeNV
https://elearning.uh.edu/bbcswebdav/pid-9315957-dt-content-rid-82573434_1/xid-82573434_1
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EU2X2H3-twVDslvJTpZFGigBksjC93QQjLi0MKSko-MfDw?e=XHJivO
https://youtu.be/XOhFwVH7HzY
https://youtu.be/XjQihKwGpZ8
https://youtu.be/c5KHDR8jdbA
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/concept-religion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9xeZH0Kit0
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/10-fierce-atheists-unapol_b_9532692
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2014/08/28/say-it-with-me-im-a-hispanic-atheist/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/01/14/secularism-atheism-religion-nones/
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheAtheistVoice/videos
https://www.vice.com/en/article/8qjv7v/what-happens-to-your-brain-when-you-stop-believing-in-god
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EbVnOJ9XJuBKi7i6754N7YkBe_3Z3Ip5Hf90CShjyq3uaQ?e=jzw7p1
https://youtu.be/uN2oLJ-UpsE
https://groupme.com/join_group/86947326/2ZOFlw8L
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EeEIXbMEQIlKgq1jBmzUhQUBl6nqprpMPpqMlkcdNyze5A?e=Jkyd5V
https://elearning.uh.edu/webapps/discussionboard/do/forum?action=list_threads&course_id=_162914_1&nav=discussion_board_entry&conf_id=_432544_1&forum_id=_781745_1
https://forms.office.com/r/f8eucdEmvf
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"Karen Armstrong on Religion"
"Get the Most Out of Your Boooks - Be
an Active Reader"
"Annotating Texts"

Living the Secular Life: New Answers to
Old Questions, Intro to Ch. 4 (pg., 1-106)
"Survey Finds Most American Christians
Are Actually Heretics"
"Why I Lost Faith in New Atheism"
"Americans Are Religious About
America"
"Is the US Capitol a Religious Building"

Week 2, Weekly Entries
(9/2)

Living the Secular Life: New Answers to
Old Questions, Ch. 5 to end (pg., 107-
227)
"The Death of Christianity in the U.S."
"Cringey Atheist Memes"
"Imagine (Cover)"
"What is Post-theism"
"My Journey To Discovering Omnism"

Week 3, Weekly Entries
(9/9)

Freethinkers: History of American
Secularism, Intro through Ch. 3 (pg., 1-
103)
"9 Great Freethinkers and Religious
Dissenters in History"
"Secularism Thread  "

Week 4, Weekly Entries
(9/16)
Exam #1 (9/17)

Freethinkers: History of American
Secularism, Ch. 4 to Ch. 7 (pg., 104-226)
"God's Funeral" 
"Memorial Service"

Week 5, Weekly Entries
(9/23)

Freethinkers: History of American
Secularism, Ch. 8 to end (pg., 227-366)
"John Shelby Spong Quotes"

Week 6, Weekly Entries
(9/30)
Observation Log
Presentation (10/1)

Letters from an Atheist Nation (read at

-W2-

8/28-9/3

-W3-

9/4-9/10

**Start thinking about the Observation Log
Presentation

-W4-

9/11-9/17

-W5-

9/18-9/24

-W6-

9/25-10/1

https://elearning.uh.edu/webapps/blackboard/execute/content/blankPage?cmd=view&content_id=_9315957_1&course_id=_162914_1#contextMenu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8idmgp4icq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muc5dTN8_yE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZXgr7_3Kw4
https://thefederalist.com/2016/10/10/survey-finds-american-christians-actually-heretics/
https://onlysky.media/alee/why-i-lost-faith-in-new-atheism/
https://youtu.be/x49n90lWi0s
https://youtu.be/wHHkrNZLRn0
https://baptistnews.com/article/death-christianity-u-s/#.YP31Zi1h1pn
https://sheseeksnonfiction.blog/2019/11/17/cringey-atheist-memes/
https://youtu.be/8QqAVFwGwaI
https://naturalistphilosophy.wordpress.com/2017/06/11/what-is-post-theism/
https://www.herculture.org/blog/2017/10/20/my-journey-to-discovering-omnism
https://bigthink.com/daylight-atheism/9-great-freethinkers-and-religious-dissenters-in-history
https://elearning.uh.edu/bbcswebdav/pid-9315957-dt-content-rid-81097813_1/xid-81097813_1
https://forms.office.com/r/Bxba00pwT2
http://greatpoetryexplained.blogspot.com/2019/01/gods-funeral-by-thomas-hardy.html
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/dispatches/2007/02/15/hl-mencken-memorial-service/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/45659.John_Shelby_Spong
https://forms.office.com/r/G1iK9kqL6M
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EQa04oTBJQlLhKJPF-buBYYBplEInRJtuLSlcyIzfl5yXQ?e=aLZYDv
https://forms.office.com/r/G1iK9kqL6M
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least twenty of the primary sources)
Atheists in America (read at least two
articles from each part)
Why I Left (website takes a minute to
load di#erent locations, look at at least
several di#erent cities, including
Houston)

Week 7, Weekly Entries
(10/7)
5 Observation Log
Presentation Replies
(10/8)

Writing God's Obituary: How a Good
Methodist Became a Better Atheist, Intro
through Ch. 7 (pg., 1-124)
"Ex-Preacher’s Declaration Goes Viral"
"From Minister To Atheist: A Story Of
Losing Faith"
"Dan Barker and Annie Laurie Gaylor
are Happily God-free"
"Anthropology in 10 or Less: How Do
We Understand Religion?"

Week 8, Weekly Entries
(10/14)
Exam #2 (10/15)

Writing God's Obituary: How a Good
Methodist Became a Better Atheist, Ch. 8
to end (pg., 125-228)
"A Year Without God: A Former Pastor’s
Journey Into Atheism"
"The Cost of Atheism"
"After Year Of Atheism, Former Pastor:
'I Don't Think God Exists'"
The Clergy Project (explore the website)

Week 9, Weekly Entries
(10/21)
Sign-up for Active
Reading Activity Chapter
(10/22)

The Freedom of Thought Report (explore
the website)
Atheism in the World Articles (one
chapter, per sign-up)
“Satanic Temple’s Seven Tenets Are
Morally Superior To Ten
Commandments”
"The 'Underground Railroad' To Save
Atheists"
Suggested: "World Religions, Shall We
Not?"

Week 10, Weekly Entries
(10/28)
Active Reading Activity
(10/29)

Living with a Wild God: A Nonbeliever's
Search for the Truth about Everything,
Intro to Ch. 6 (pg., 1-121)
"What Happens at an Atheist Church"
"Despite Pushback, Atheist Gives Lovely Week 11, Weekly Entries

-W7-

10/2-10/8

-W8-

10/9-10/15

-W9-

10/16-10/22

-W10-

10/23-10/29

-W11-

http://whyileft.herokuapp.com/
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2017/01/04/ex-preachers-atheism-declaration-goes-viral-i-tried-believing-the-bible-but-its-just-not-true/
https://www.npr.org/2012/04/30/151681248/from-minister-to-atheist-a-story-of-losing-faith
https://isthmus.com/news/cover-story/dan-barker-and-annie-laurie-gaylor-are-happily-god-free/
https://youtu.be/c8lMlxary04
https://forms.office.com/r/KB7t1LfNWN
https://yearwithoutgod.wordpress.com/2013/12/31/a-year-without-god-a-former-pastors-journey-into-atheism/
https://yearwithoutgod.wordpress.com/2014/01/04/the-cost-of-atheism-or-just-asking-questions/
https://www.npr.org/2014/12/27/373298310/after-year-of-atheism-former-pastor-i-dont-think-god-exists
https://clergyproject.org/stories/
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EcIwDES_-BJNodIb3f-Hl5cBftfpzQEsH8Xquv3I9E5Kwg?e=Mqa6YN
https://fot.humanists.international/
https://uofh-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/ajpegoda_cougarnet_uh_edu/EkPX8aVwAnNGnkrpxdcbO28Btyri93JcUQ944EUT_15v_Q?e=pKAVYo
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/progressivesecularhumanist/2016/01/satanic-temples-seven-tenants-are-morally-superior-to-ten-commandments/?fbclid=IwAR1Q9eKTnNTRoDuz_sA-tOIszpugMPQjOjf0h6XWXJ2Y2d85WJ4PeFVoz9I
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/01/the-underground-railroad-to-save-atheists/550229/
https://keepingit101.com/e104
https://forms.office.com/r/6z60C50mVJ
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-21319945
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2017/07/07/despite-pushback-atheist-gives-lovely-invocation-to-oskaloosa-ia-city-council/
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Invocation"
"There's No Such Thing As Atheist
Fundamentalists"
"Yes, Atheists Can Be Fundamentalists"

(11/4)

Living with a Wild God: A Nonbeliever's
Search for the Truth about Everything, Ch.
7 to end (pg., 122-238)
"On Hitchens, Circle-jerk Solidarity and
the Shackles of Smug Atheism"
"I’m An Atheist, But I Had to Walk Away
From The Toxic Side of Online Atheism"

Week 12, Weekly Entries
(11/11)
Exam #3 (11/12)

The Varieties of Nonreligious Experience:
Atheism in American Culture, Ch. 4 to end
(pg., 115-end) 
Suggested: Eat Pray Love (UH Streaming)

Final Exam Draft
Introduction (11/14)
Week 13, Weekly Entries
(11/19)
Participation Re#ection
(11/19)

  Final Exam (12/3)

10/30-11/5

**Start thinking about the Final Exam Essay

-W12-

11/6-11/12

-W13-

11/13-11/19

-W14-

11/20-11/26
Happy Thanksgiving!

-W15-

11/27-12/3

Conclusions

https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2017/07/07/despite-pushback-atheist-gives-lovely-invocation-to-oskaloosa-ia-city-council/
https://religionnews.com/2014/12/19/no-such-thing-as-atheist-fundamentalism/
https://religionnews.com/2014/12/18/yes-atheists-can-fundamentalists/
https://thisishell.com/interviews/879-jeff-dorchen
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/11/07/im-an-atheist-but-i-had-to-walk-away-from-the-toxic-side-of-online-atheism/
https://forms.office.com/r/2FXubGFiz0
https://digitalcampus.swankmp.net/univofhouston352022/watch/8329B120894D1C41?referrer=direct
https://forms.office.com/r/749ai7qkrT
https://forms.office.com/r/hgVVh1CpeZ
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